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g . network of cobwebs agnlnst

. m .celling-of . the conrtroom.

& lead peheil. - There ‘was.-
mich for him to think about and |
argntly the netwerk' of cobwehs

i in figures of hfs fancy. Be!ng a
you ag lawyer in the midst of- an ag:
gregation of old and highly soplis

ated attorneys, who. were wise fo

, of the trick8 of th¥ profession, |

-8ifeujties. Oumly. | 'three

g old in thev practlce of. law, {

] nevertheless had enconntered a’
2 er of seﬂ&us sltnatlonr but.
thing had beén quite 80 serlous

eﬂnalupécuofhtsmostlm- 2.

rtant case, that of Mrs, ' Shdie

Awrence, charged with the mar- |

of her husband, and convicted .

- the erime. . Meldrum had spent. |

¢ence of his tlient of ;nurderons

i- He ha not been gverse, &

ctos of his.

|The prosecn ng attorney had
own, with' congiderable’. suCress;

that the acdcused had: had a’lgver -

fitb whom 'she hind been more than -
ily intimate;:: and’ that her: bus-

and, “the murd red:man, had car- || '§

ed a cqns detable amepunt of life
- {pisarance i her favor It had béen -

§ 90rt of repetition of the old story,
’ rording to th prosecutlng agtor. .
—qa fond and mercenary lgver,
ind a husband! very much .inthe -

dy;, with-» very. tempting -price |y
his head. On.the other hand ||

eldrum had shown that the hus |

nlified viciouspess, who was 1n
ng - bis wife’ on

very occasion, |and who 1o all jus.

.flce had merited  thq pupishment | ]
J s/ had received.: @ jury had |

rought In a vérdiet of murder in
he first, degree and without a- rec-

— endntion “for mercy. Meldrim's {}

ent had swooned. and Meldrom
mself had stood 4n  speechless

$till rang. In hi ears:’
. #Death by’ ele trocution.”

-Meldrums _thoughts conld not |

ell apon the scene without that .

righitful sentence racketing throbgh
" bis brains, Hefpro ptly. tﬂzd moved
for a new _trialy; and had come upon-
' strong walt f technicalities

hedged about. .| He had se out upon’

% frenzied sem‘ch tor new evidence, |/b2d
' .... with. each mep n acquiring the | & fes.
6ce renewing his hard 'i

; ; aring. The rebuffs |
nd delays which had |beat ‘him-

Pack fike ramylageons tidal waves f

had settled Into a‘ veritable night-
llate of tempestuous actlvmes

Weeks had passed. and stil} he had i‘ €19

been heard, whien op this morn-
Ing be sat in he {courtroom wait-.
‘ hife- surveying the

webbed ceiling ith his-eyes,. for

s strange hnbli of becoming ypset

nd readjusted accprding.to clrcum
ces of whose |manipulatioh "he -
er had yel ledrned the:secret.

" |am éxtension ‘of tite or stay ot ex
| fesution had beén as fruitless as:hag
-|been ‘his urg hpn; appeals to: the
- |court “for a

jere, . A number of times he had'|
B gn inconsiderately :pquejched> by.
ajestically: gowne judge

..|When he had offered explqnaﬂona
of the urgency of hig case, 'he’ had:

"I been cut oft with a ‘word, "and as- |
that he would Hé hearg In, hig |

L Ko, this ‘motning | ‘Meldrum sm*
o hra!tms. There was g pallor oh his:
: He had devoted his time al»;
mest exclusively to the Lawrence

case, no other: considerabler fnter:|
" jest finding a place injthg dally rou-
* | tine of his pursuits; J:‘ng
bad told heav!
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'under thirty iyears of nge. Ty
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1 had been van!
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, -onnds of the! roém..
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