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CHAPTER Kltl.—clnﬂnud.
“You scoandrel!™

ter-plant! w wlll pnnll'h you for
the shame you have brought uponus!™

I opened the door and bowed, with-
out & word, without even the desire
to return Insult for insult—had pot
Aglta evidently agaln and finally re-
jected them and chosen me? As
they passed into the private hall 1
rang for Sanders to come and let
them out. When I turned back Into
the drawingroom, Anita was seated,
was reading o book. 1 waited until
1 suw she was not golng to  spesk.
Then 1 sald: “What time will you
have dinner?” But my [ace must
have been expressing some of the joy
and gratitude that filled me. “She has
chosen!” 1 was saying lo myself over
und over.

“Whenever you usunlly have it.” she
replied, without looking up.

“At seven o'clock, then. You had
better tell Sanders™

1 rang for him and weat Into my
little smoking-room. She had
her parenis’ final appeal lo ber to re-
turn to them. She had cast in her
lot with me. “The rest can be left to
Ume” sald [ to myself. And, review-
ing all that had happaned, I let a wild
hope cend tenaclous roots deep into
me. How often ignorance ln a bless-
ing; how often knowledge would make
the step falter and the heart quall!

XX
BLACKLOCK ATTENDS FAMILY
PRAYERS,

During dinner 1 bore the whole
burden of conversatlon—though bur
den | did not find It. Like most close
mouthed men, | am extremely talk-
ative. Sllence seis people lo won-
dering  and prying; be hides bis se
erets best who hides thom st the bot
tom of & river of words, If my spir
its are high, | often talk aloud to my:
salf when there Is no one convenlent
And how could my spirits be anything
but high, with her sitting there op
posite me, mine, mine for botter or
for worse, through good and evil re
port—my wife!

Bhe was only formally responsive,
reluctant and brief In answers, vol
unteering pothing. The servants
walting on us no doubt lald her man-
mer to shyness; I understood it or
thonght [ did—but I was not troubled.
It is as satural for me to hope as to
breathe; and with my knowledge of
character, how could | take seriously
the moods and of one whom
1 regarded as & child-like girl, trained
to false pride and false fdeals?
“Bhe has chosen to stay with me”
“Actions count, not

weeks, and sho "|II be herself, and
mine.” And 1 went gally oo with

efforts to lnterest her, to make by

smile and forget the role she had
commanded horsell to play. Nor was
1 wholly unsuccessful. Agaln and
again 1 thought [ saw a gleam of in-

terest in her eyes or the beglnnings | |
of & smile about that sweel mouth
as careful mot to overdo

of hers. 1
my part.

As soon as wo flalshed dessert |
sald: “You loathe cigar smoke, so I'll
hide myself In my den. Banders will
bring you the clgarettea™ | my-
el telephoned for a supply of ber
kind early In the day.

8he made a polite protest for the
benefit of the servants; but | was
firm, and loft her free to think things
over alone In  the drawing-room—
“your slitingroom” 1 called it 1
had not finlshed & small clgar when
there came & Umid knock at my door.
1 threw &' the clgar and
~1 thought ii was you," sald I. “I'm
famillar with the knocks of all the
others. And this was new—llke &
summer wind tapping with a fower
for sdmission at a closed window."
And 1 langhed with a litle raillery,

came for

eant about for words to carry
her on, | drew up a chair for her.
he looked at it ancertalnly, #bated

you her exact far as | can.”
"'well. sald I, “and why dldl’l you

Bhu pressed her lps firmly together.
Pinally, with a stralght look lnto my
eyes, she replied: “I shall not dis-
cuss that You probably misunder-
stand, but that Is your own affalr”

“You believed what she sald about
me, of course,” sald L

“1 nelther belleved nor disbellared.”
ahe answered indiferently, .as  she
rose to go. "It does not lotorest me.”

“Come ‘here,"

1 walted until she reluctantly jolued
me at the window. I pointed to the
steeple of the church across the way.
“You could as easlly throw down that
steople by pushing aguinst It with
your bare hands,” I sald to her, “as
‘they.’ whoever they are, could put me
down. They might take away my
money. But If they did, they would
only be giving me & lesson that would
toach mo how more easlly to get it
back. T am not & bundle of stock cer-
tificates or a bag of money. | am—
bere,” and [ tapped my forehead.

Bhe forced a falnt, scoraful smile.
Bha did pot wish me to seo her be
et of what 1 sald.

“You may think that is vanity,” 1
wont on “Put will learn, #ooner or
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“When will II. rearganlzation be
I asked.

'lml and jess to do could be got
elsawhere,

1 don't think you can see Mr, Hoo
buck,” she said.

“Take my card to him,” 1 ordered,
“and I'll wait in the parlor.” #
“Parlor's In use,” she retorted with
& sarcastic grin, which 1 was scon to
understand.

8o [ atood by the old-fashioned coat
and bhat rack she went
In at the hall door of the back
parior. Boon Hoebuck  himself
camo out, his glasses on  his
nose, & family Bible under hll
arm. “Glad to ses you. Mat
sald he with salntly kindliness, nvlu
me a friendly hand. “We are just
about to offer up our evenlng prayer.

Come right in*

1 followed him Into the back parior.
foth It and the front parlor were
lighted; in a sort of circle extending

Inter, the difference betwean boasting
and simple statement of fact. You
will learn that | do not boast. What
I sald is no more & boast than for &
man with legs to say, "l cam walk’
Pecause  you bave known oaly leg-
lesa men, you exnggerate the Aif-
eulty of walking. IU's a8 eany for me
to make money as [t is for some pec-
ple to spend IL”

It is hardly necessary for me to say
1 was not Insinusting anything
agalust her people. Bat she was just
then supersensitive on  the subject,
though [ did not sospect It Hhe
Hushed hotly. “You will not have any
‘cause lo sncer al my people os that

sccount hereafter,” she sald. ~1 set-
ted that to-day.”
*1 was not aneering st them,” 1 pro-

teated. "I wasn't even thinklug of
them. And—you must know (hat it's
a favor to me for anybody to ask me
to do anything that will please you—
Anltal™

Bhe made & gesture of Impatience.
“] ses 1I'd better tell you why I did
not go with them to-day. 1 inalsted
that they give back all they have
taken from you And when they re
fused, 1 refused to go.”

“] don’t care why you refused. or
you refused,” sald I. “I am

content with the fact that you are

“But you misunderstand It,” sbe an-
wrered cobdly.

“I dow't understand it, 1 don't mis-
ndmluﬂ iL" was my reply.

lll. nes the worst is over for | ot !
;.m::n In fact they've ouly be mwmammm-imm
Eun' ™ iifted out of the room—you, who
“They! |muu). “Who are|love or at lesst have loved, can fm-
“they"? agine how it made me fesl to see Her
an
o]
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"1 WAITED."

into both rooms wers all the Hoe
bucks and the four servanis. “This
la my friend. Matthew Blacklock,”
#ald be, and the Rosbucks in the cir-
clo gravely bowed. He drew up &
chalr for me, and we seated ourselves.
Amid & solemn hush, he read a chap-
ter from the big Bible spread out up-
on his lean lap. My glance wandered
from face to face of the Roebucks,
as plainly dressed as were thelr rer-
vanta. | was able to look freely, mine
being the only eyes mot bent upon
the foor,

Bo absorbed was [ in the study of
the Infuence of his terrible master-
characier upon those closest 1o it
that | staried whem be sald: “Lat
us pray.” 1 followed the example
of the others, and knelt. The audible
prayer was offered up by his oldest
daughter, Mra. Wheeler, a widow.
Hoebuck punciusted esch paragraph
in ber series of petitioes with a loud-
iy-whispered amen. When she prayed
for “the stranger whom Thou has led
weomingly by chance into our lttle
cirele.,” he whispered the amen more
fervently and repsated it. The prayer
eaded and. us on cur feet, the wser-
vants withirew; then, awkwardly, all
the family sxoept Rosbuck That la
they closed the doors butween the two
rooms and left and me alone In
the front parior.

“l shall mot detaln you long, Mr.
Rosbuck,” sald L “A report resched
me this evenlng that sent me to you

once.
“If possible, Matthew,” sald be, and
he could not hide his uneasiness, “put
off business until

“1 ean not eay” he answered,
“Some dificulties—chiefly labor diff-
cullles—have arlsen. Until they are
settled, nothing can be done. Come
to me to-morrow, and we'll talk about
"

“That Is all | wished to know,” sald
I, with a friendly, eany smile.  “Uood
night.” .

It was his turn to be astonished—

t wis the report

“That you and Mowbray Langdon
had copspired to ruln me” sad L,
lavghing.

He echoed my laugh rather hollow-

Iy. "It was hardly necessary for you
to come to me about such a—a state-
ment”
"1 answored dryly.
! For | was seelng oow all
that 1 had been hiding from myself
sinee | became Infatuated with Anita
and made marrying her my only
real business Io 1ife,

Wo faced each other, each meas
urlng the oither. And as his glance

Hard-

| qualled before mine, | turned away to

conceal my exultation.
parison of resources
plotted to crush me was to me as
glant to midget. Hut I had the jor
of reallzing that man to mau, | was
the BLrODESE.

XX
“MY WIFE MUSTI"

As [ drove away, [ was prowd of my-
solf. 1 had lstened to my.death son-
tenco wilh a faco so smiling that he
must almost have belleved me un-
consclous; and also, it had not even
entered my head. as | listened, to
beg for mercy. Not that there would
have been tho least use in begging;
as wall try to pray a statue into life,
as try to soften that ot wiil and pur-
pose. BUll, many & man would bhave

and I had not

But when | was once more In my
apartment—in our  apartment—per-
hapa | did show that thers was &
weak streak through me. 1 fought
agalust the lmpulse to see her once
more that night; bat I fought In
valo. | kmocked at the door of her
sittingroom—a Umld knock, for me.
No amswer. | knocked again, more
loudly—then & third time, still more
loudly, The door opened and abe
stood there, like one of the angels
that guarded the gates of Eden after
the fall. Ounly. instead of a Raming
sword, hers was of lce. She was In
a dressing-gown or tea gown, whites
and clinging and full of Intoxicating
hints and glimpses of all the beaitles
of her flgure. Her face softened as
she conlisued to Joox at me, and I
entered.

“No—please don't turn on any more
lights,” | sald, as she moved toward
the electric buttons. “I just came
in to—to ses I I could do anything for
you" In fact, [ bad come, longing
for her to do something for me, to
show In look or tome or act some
sympathy for me in my lonelineas
and trouble,

“No, thank you" she said. Her
volce seemed that of a stranger who
wished to remaln a stramger. * And
the was evidently walling for me to
go. You will see what & mood | was
in when | say 1 felt as I bad not since
1. & very small boy Indeed, ran away
trom home; I came back through the
chilly night to take one last glimpse
of the family that would soom be
realizing bow foolishly mnd wickedly
unappreciative they had been of such
a treasure a8 1; and when | saw them
sitting about the big fire in the lump-
light, heartlessly comfortable and un-
concerned, it was all | could do to
keep back the tears of strong self-
pity—and I nover saw them agaln.

“I've soen Roebock,” sald ! to Anita,
because | must say somgthing, it 1
was to stay oao.

“Hoebuck?™ she lsguired.  Her
tome reminded me that Dame cob-
o her.

-"He and
gether,”
man who could serlously eripple me."

“0h,"” she sald, and ber Indiference,
foreed though | thought it wounded.

are in an enterprise to-
I explained. “He is the one

“Well,” sald 1, “your mother was
right.” v

Bhe turned full toward me, and even
In the dimness | saw her quick sym-
pathy—an impulsive fash instantly
gone. But It bad been there!

“I came in bere,” | west on, “to sy
that—Anita, it doesn't in the least
matter. No one in this world, no cne
and nothing, could hurt me except
through you. Bo long as | bave you,

- We were both silent for several min-
utes. ‘Then she sald, and her voice
was llke the smooth wurface of the
river where the bolllng rapids rua
deep: “But you havest me—and
nover shall bave. I've told you that
| warned you long agn.  No doubl you
will pretend, and people will say, that
I left you because you Jost your
money. But it won't be so.”

1 was beside her Instantly, was loaks
ing ‘lato her face. “What do you
mean’™ | asked, and | 814 not speak

and he showed it. where I had given |.
-l oot a slgm. W
| you heard™  he ssked, to detaln me.

BANKERS MEET IN CONVENTION.
Financial Men of Many Counties at
acksonville,

Jacksonville—Group No. § of the
bankers of llinols, including the coun-
Haneock,

heid thelr first annual convention in
thin: city. There were 100 bankers
present dd the meeting was one of
much Importance.
The followlng wers the o&lun
elected for the coming year:
nent chalrman, E. J. Parker, euhinr
Btate Saving, Loan & Trust company
and

JUSTICE J. W. WILKIN DEAD. -~

Bright's Disease Fatal to lllinois Su-
preme Court Membar.

Danville.~Justics Jacob W. Wilkin
of the Tlinols supreme court died
from acute Bright's disease after an

. | llness of two weeks.

Judge Wilkin was born In Licking
county, Oblo, June 7, 1837, His par.
onts moved to Crawford county, THI
nols, when he was sight years of ags,
and his boyhood days were spent om |
the farm. He was educated at Mo
Keadres college.

In June, 1862, he enlisted in the
.ﬂm Hundred and Thirtieth Illinols

of Quiney;
treasuror, 8. H. Rule, eashler Firat
Natlonal bank, Petersburg; member
of execullve counell from Adams
county, Arthur E. Gay, Camp Polnt
bank, Camp Polat; Brown county,
W. Crane, cilshler Fl Natlonal
bank, Mt. Sterilng; Faj k _caunty,
1. C. Ferrls, preatdent of Hancock Na-
!lm-l bank, Carthage: Sehuyler coun-

. Oeorge Dyson, vice president of
Blnk of Behuyler County, Rushville;
Cass county, W, K. Mutz, State Bank
of Chandlerville; Morgan county, J.
A. Ayers, preaident of Ayers’ National
bank; BSeott ecunty, C. H. Conditt,
cashler, Neal, Conditt & Groat, Win-
chester; Greene county; C. R. Shef-
Aeld, cashler of Jersey Stato bank,
1 .

bank, of Origesville; Menard county,
E. H. Brumsman, eashler H. H. Mar.
both & Co, Greenview,

The time and place of the next
meating was left to the executive
committess.

—_—
‘WALSH TRIAL OCTOBER 15

Banker Pleads Not Gullty to Federal
Indictment.

Chicago.—John R. Walsh, through
his chigf counsel, John B. Miller,
pleaded not guilty 1o the federal In-
dictment charging him with the mis-
applieation of funds in the Chicago
National bank when ho appeared be-
fors United States District Judge A.
R. Anderson.

Although District Attorney Sims
had hoped to bring the baaker fo
trial at an early date, Judge Ander-
son, after hearing the requests for ex-
tenslon by Attarney Miller, decided to
set the case for trial for October 15
Judge Anderson refused to gramt the
motion for a bill of particnlars, as
filed. The firat motion had been with.
drawa and & new one presen)

Kent Asks for Pu

Carllavill Willle Kent, 0( Carlin-
ville, sorving seatence In the Chester
penltentiary for the murder of his
brother, Noble Kent, has agaln: pet}-
tioned for & pardon. Kent has had
several hearings, but a pardon has
been denied. He murdered bis brother
on board & Chicago & Alton traln near
Girard seven years ago. At the time
of the killlng, Noble Kent was hand-
enffed and shackled. He had been ar-
rested In Springfield for an alleged
assault on Willle Kent, and was em
route to Carlinville for trial when he
was shot.

—_—
Agked Layman for Funeral.

Havana.—Joslah Hartzel, aged 71
years, one of the best koown men In
central Illisols, died here. He was
for four terms sheriff of Mason coun-
iy and for two terms justice of the
peace. A pecullar requost to have his
funeral services In the county court
house and to have C. E. Walsh, eir
eult clerk, or M. Bolan, former saper
Intendent of schocls, now editor of the
Democrat, speak at the services, In-
stead of a minister, was made by Mr.
Hartsol some time ago. The reguest
was carried out.

Get Options on Land.
Medora—Leases on 10,000 acres of
land In Bhipman township, Macoupin
county, are belng taken by the West-
ern lliinoly Gas & Ol company of St
Louls. Eight thousand acres have
been secured and the num-

Nﬂlﬂl’r and  merved
throughout the war. His devotion to
cause and

F.|mervice at New Orleans In 1865. Im-

mediately after the war young Wilkin
studied law at Marshall, in the office
of Judge Schofleld, afterward a jus-
tlea of the supreme coart. He was
:am.wr of the latter for five years

later served with him on the su-
preme bench,

He was elected judge of the fourth
elreult In 1870, was reeldcted In 1885,
and moved to Dagrille scon after
ward.  Judge Wilkln was thes as
wigued to duty on the beach la the
appellate court of the fourth district,
where he served until 1E85;*when he
was elected to the supreme bench to

Justics Bentt.

Judge' Witkin served as chlet jos-

the supreme court and wrote

tils and other states. He was & Re-
publican and In 1872 was one of the
electors who voted for Gen. Grast.

WANT EVIDENCE FROM TATE.

Peoria Officlale Wil Go Slow In the
“Graft” Cases.

Peorla.—Eddle Tate, of Chlcago, who
15 belng held in Peoria for the blowing
of the school board safe and theft of
papers incrimloating former Buperin:
tendent of Schools N. C. Dougherty, ia
seriously 111 at Bt. Francls' hospltal.
Fearing that he may grow worse and
be unable ever to unravel the mystery,
the police and state oficlals have in-
duced bim to make a partial confes-
slon, which Is sald to Incriminate
prominent Peorlans alleged to have
engineered the theft of the papers.

Chief of Pollee Wilson and State’s
Attormey Scholes have - beon working
on the case for several weeks, and ex-
pect to be able to prove & damaging
amount of evidence within a short
time. Tate has confessed that he was
wiven $3.000 by attorneys representing™
promineat Peorlans, but the officers
want to get further evidence before
they cause any arresis to be made.

McReynelds Out of Jall.
Bpringfleld.—On & writ of supersed-
eas, granted by the lllinols supreme
court, George 8. Mche; who was
found gullty of frand’ in commection
with his operatlons on the board of
trade, was released from the Chicago
county jall on bonds of §10,000. The
defendant was found guilty last Janu-
ary on a charge of having removed
grain from his warchouse without per..
misslon of the holders of the ware
house receiptn.
Last weak he was sentenced by
Judge Mack to the penitetiary for &
term of from obe to tem years.

Kerrick Estate Large.

Bloomington—~The laventery of the
property belonging to the estate of
the late Leonldas H. Kerrick has boen
recelved by the court and approved.
The execator, Charles H. Ewlng, ask-
ed for an order to sell personal prop
erty, which order was given. The es
tate of Mr. Kerrick fncludes, ss has
been before stated, real estate to the
wvalue of $45,000 and ty of
$66,656, making a total of 11188812
The personalty Includes the graln and
stock on the Kerrick farms.

e
Service Opens April 15.

Springheld—April 15 is the date set’

by the system

ber, it = belleved, will be secured In
& few days. The purpose of the com-
pany Is to prospect for gas and oil,
which are belleved to underile the
and.

e
Speedy Trial Promised.
Chicago.—Frank Constantine, coder
arrest in Drooklyn, charged with kill-
ing Mre. Arthor W. Gentry in  her
home in Junuary, 1808, will be broaght
back fo Chicago and will be glven a
speedy trial In order that justice may
be meied out for the appalling erime
which be s sald 1o have confessed.
—

Many Candidates for Judge.
Danville—A oumber of

for the opening of the through sery-
ico between Rloomington and Peoria
A car has been runming  between
Dloomington and Danvers for three
monthe while work has been going
ahead pretty rapldly on the wscom-
ploted portion of the lae.

Rob Alton Depot st Petersburg.

Petersburg—The Chicago & Alton
station ticket ofice was broken Into
by safe blowers and the safe blown
open and the office rified. About §25
in mozey was taken but 9o tickets or
records were disturbed.

Permit for New Bank Issued. .
Andit b

are spoken of to fil the vacancy on
the sapreme beach oceasloned by the
death of Justlee Jacoh Wilkin. Gov.
Deneen probably will Issue & call for
& special election in & sbhort time.

Lincoln Druggist Fined.
Lincoln.—Oeorge Knochel, & local
druggist, entered a plea of guilty to
mmd mlcnl mlnlu
without & license,
$100, which wuuﬁ\rll!. xwai-l.
I addition to the costs.

sued & permit o organise “The State
Bank of La Plhade” llhmhltk
cousty, 1L, to John X. Dighton,
John Kirby and Wade H. Qwably. The
capital stock of the new Institution is

fixed at $25,000.
Tie Vots Detlded by Tesalng Cain
—Lawrence Church became

 school trustes here by winalng the
ﬂﬂ‘l«ﬂm He and Christian

uutmhn«!udilmtwﬁn
office.



