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The guard had melted away -into
the darkness without another word,
and we hurrled forward with dus cau-
tion. Just past the next corner was
a lighted room, and the sound of
volces broke the quiet.

We ptithed open the door and walk-
ed In. The room was large and dingy,
the celling low. Tables were scattered
about thesanded floor, A bar took up
the alde of the room next the en-
trance and & general alr of dumpnu,
bllity IIilEﬂ the place.

8 room, some At the tables,
some a!. the bar, wers numbers of
stont, rough-looking mes, with s fow
Greek fishermen and wo or three

sallors, v

Behind the bar sat & women whose
appearance In that place almost start-
led me. She might have beon near-
Ing seventy, and & hard aad evll lite
had left (ts marks on her bent frame
and her gaunt face.  Hor leathery

I
cheeks were lined deep, and s hawk-
erform
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CHAPTER vz.—c:..:lnued. i
“We'll have to break down |
door, 1 guess,” sald Dicky. “Some-
thing must have happeaed.” And 8
rescunding kick shook the panel
“Hold on!” I crled. “What's
wanled T
Oh."
“You've come Lo

sald  Dicky sarcastically.
life again, bave

*Well, I'm not dead yet.”

“Then strike a light and let us ia.
And iske a look at that reminder
you'll find wrapped around the fock
I heaved through the transom. I
thought It was open. And Dicky
went off into another . series of
chucklea In appreciation of his mis-

take,

“All right,” T sald. I 'was not em-
tirely trustful, and after I had lighited
‘the gas-fet I'plcked up tha stone that
lay among the fragments of glass, Aad
unwrapped the paper. The shest bore:
only the words:

~At Borton's,”at midnight.
Richmond.”

This was the name of tho agent of
1he Unknown, who had sent the ofhier
mote. Dicky and bis companion must
then be protectors instead of enemles.
1 hastened to unlock the door, and In
walked my two visitors.

The first was a young man, [ll,
well-made, with = shrowd, ' good-hu-
mored countenance, and a ready, con-
fident air. about him. I had no trou-
blo in pleking bim out a8 the amused
Dicky. The ather was B black-bearded
giant, wha followed stolidly in the
wake of the younger man.

“You've led me A pretty chasp”
sald Dicky. "It It badn't been for
Pork Chops here, 1 shoulda't have
found you till the cows come howe

“Well, what'd up now?" I asked,

*“Why, you ought to know,

s~y with evident surprise. “But
youw'd better bo burrylng down .to
Borton's. The gang must bo there by
now."”

1 could only wonder who Borton
might be, and whera his place was,
mnd what connectlon he might have
with the mystery, as Dicky took me
by'the arm sad hurried mo out into
tho /darknesa. The ‘chill night dir
served (o nerve instead of dopress y
spirits, as the garrulous Dicky uncdn-
sciously. gulded mo to the meeting-
place, joyously narrating ‘some amds-
ing adventure of tho day, while Lhe
heavy retaloer stalked in allence be-
bind. 3

Dawn near the foot
atrect, where the small of bilge-water
and the wash of the- sewers

_Btronger, and the mnsts of vessely
/ cquld just be seen in the darkness

| outllned ngainst the sky, Dicky sud-

\ denly atopped and drow me Into &
doorway. Our retalner disappearsd at
the same Instant, and the street was
apparently deserted. Then out of the
night the shape of a man approached
with silent' steps.

“Five—sixteen,” croaked Dicky.

The man gave & visible start,

‘Bizteen—fve,” he croaked in

“Any slgns? whispered Dicky.

“Blx mea went upstalrs ncross the
street. Every one of them did the
sallordrunk act.”

“Sure they weren't sallors?’

*Well, when slx coves goos up the
samo stalrs trying ‘the same dodge,
all ipside of tea minutes, I has a right
to my suspicions. And Darby Meeker
ain't been to sea ¥et that I knows
oo

“Darby Meekeor!” exclaimed Dicky
in & whisper. And he drew a whistle
under his breath. “What do you think
of that, Wilton? I had no {dea he was
back from that wild-goose chase you
sent him on.”
 *1% looks bad,” I admitted cautlous-
ly. “1 dare say be ot In

temper.”

*You'll have to settls with him for
that plece of buslness,” sald Dicky
with & chuckle,

‘1 fuled to ses the amusing side of
the prospect. 1 wished 1 knew -m
Mr. Mocker looked Like.

Id| and keen a8 the eyes

af Jackson |-

like nose emphasized the unpleasant
sugeestions conveyed by her face and
figure. But the most remarkable fea-
ture sbout her was ner eyes. Thero
wes no trace of age in them. Bright

N

of & rat, they
gave me an unpleasant ihrill as
I folt her gaze fixed upon me
when I entered the ‘doof, srm.ia
mrm with Dicky. It was as though
they had plerced me through, and had
1ald bare something 1 would have con-
cenled. It was a reltef to paas beyond
her into a recessed part of the room
where her gaze might waste itselt on
tho back of my head.

“Mother Borton's up late te-nlght,”

ld Dicky thoughtlully, as he ordered
wl

"Ynll can't blamo her for ihlnking
that this crowd nedds watching” 1
sugzested with a8 much of airincssas
T could throw Into my manner.

Dicky stivok his nead for b second,
and then resumed his lighthearted,

grow | bantering way. Yet I could seo that

ho was preplexed and anxibus about
something that had come fo his at-
tention on our arrival

“You'll mot want to attend. o bust:
ness til all the boys are here?” asked
Dicky.

“Not unless thare's something to be
doae,” I responded dryly.

Dicky gave me & quick glance,

“Ot course,” he sald with a laugh
u:n as not quite easy, “not unless

he: something to be done. But:l
umugm there was somethlng.” -

*You're got a fine mind for thinking,
Dicky,” 1 replied. "You'd belter cultl-
wate It

“Well, they say there's nothlng lke

soclety for that sort of cultlvation,’
eald Dicky, with another laugh, “They
don‘t say what kind, but I've got a
protty good atock Lo chooss from.”
Ho was at his ease ln banter again,

but It struck unplessantly’on mo that | #°%

there was something behind.

“Oh, bere's a quoer friend,” h.
suddenly, looking at the doo
better speak to him en the ﬁ.mn of
countersigns.”

“By all means,” 1 sald, lﬂml.ul In
my chalr to survey the new-{om

I saw the face for an Instéat. The
man wore a sou'wester, and he bad

good | drawn his thick, roush cost up as

the collar. Cheek and chin [ could
oo “n mrend. by a thick blonde

spiéit when I had
':Iﬁ'

greot
quiry, & low, barsh vol
mo & start of surprise,

shoulder, and a wrinkled face came
Dear my OWI.

1 turned quickly. It was Mother
Borton, leering at me with no appar-
ent [aterest but in her errand.

“What are you dolog hero?” asked
the eromo in & volee still lower.
“You're not the oo they take you to
be, but you're nozme the less In danger.
‘What are you doing with his looks,
and in this place? Look out for that
man you're with, and the other, Yes,
sir,” her volce rose. “A small bottle
of the white; in a minute, sir.”

1 understood ‘her ma Dicky and the
new-comer came, to the table and took
soats opposite. 1 commanded my face
to give no slgn of susplclon, but tho
warnlog put mo on the alert. 1 had
como on the supposition that 1 was to
meet the band to which Henry Wil-
ton belonged. Instead of belng among
friends, however, it seemed now that
I was among enemies.

"] ‘s all right,” sald Dicky eareless-

1a's been sant.”!

"Tlm.'- lucky,™ u\d 1'with equal
unconcern. “Wo need an extra
hand before mﬂmtng."

The new-comer could oot repress @
triumphant flash in the serpent oyes.

SI'm’ tho one for your.job,” he said

hoarsely, bis face as impassive as a
stone wall,

“What do yan know about the Job?"
I asked susplelously.

“Only what I've been told,” he np-
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“That it's & job for silence, sccreey,
and—"

“Spondullcks,” sald Dieky with a
Iauah 5 the other hosltated for the
waord.

“Tust #6,” sald the mnn.

“And What else?” I contlnucd, press-
iag him Srmly.

“Well, he admitted hoarsely, “I
learned ns how there was to be o
change of place to-night, and I might
be nooded,”

I looked at him inquiringly. Per
haps I was en the threshold of knowl-
edgo of thls carsod busioess from the
mouth of the enemy.

"1 heard ms how the boy was to be
put In o safer place,” he sald, wagging
his head with affected gravity,

Bome imp put it loto my brain to
try hlm with an unexpected bit of
news.

"0h,” I sald coolly, “that's all
tended to. The change was made yes-
terday.

‘Thao effect of this announcement was
extracrdlnary. The man started with
an oa

“The hell you say!" he exclalmed
in & low, smooth volee, far different
from the harsh tone he had used thus
far. Then he leaped-to bls feet, with
uncontrollable rage.

“Tricked—by God!" ho shouted Im-
pulsively, and smote the table with his

I{!l ontburst threw the room |nto

usion. Men sprang from their
chn!ru. Glasses and bottles foll with
clinking crash. Oaths and shouts
arose from the crowd.

“Dama you, I'll have It out of you!™
sald the man with suppressed fury,
his volce once agaln smooth and low.
“Where is the boy?”

He smots the table again; and with
that stroke the false beard fell from
his chin and check, and exposed the
face, distoried with rage.

Iy -:lumnr, hut his figure was lithe and
sinnous. And his eyes! Once seen
they mever could be forgotten. At
though he would hide his head under

A feoling .of horrible repulsion came
over me, and I should have struck at
that serpent’s head but for a stariling
oecurrenco  As he spoke, & wild

weream’ rose opon (he afr, and a2 N
echoed through the room the lghts
went out.

‘The scream was repeated, and after
an  Iostant's sllence there rose a
chorus of shouts and oaths, mingled
with the crash of tables and the clink
of breaking glass and crockery, as
tho men in the room fought their way
to the door.

“Dh, my God, I'm cut!” came In &
shriek hulol the darkness and clamor;

ve | and there followad tha flash of a plstol

and a report that boomed llke m can-
nom Ia that confined place,

My oyes had not been idle after
the warning of Mother Borton, and
in an instant I bad declded what to do.
1 had figured out what I'conceived
to ba the plan of the house, and
thought I knew.a way of escape.
‘Thera were two doora at the rear of
the room, facing me. One led,-mp 1
knew, to the kitchen; the other
opened, 1 reasoned, on & stair to the
lodging.room abore.

Before the scream (st accom:
panied the extinction of the lights had
died away, I had made a dive beneath
the table, nnd, lfting with all my
might, had séat It crashing over with
my enemy under It. With one leap I
cleared the remaining table that Iay
betwoen me and the door. And with
the clamor behlnd me, I turned the
knob and bounded up the & three
steps at a time,

CHAPTER Vil
Mother Borten.

‘The nolse of tho struggle below con-
tinued.  Yells and curss
the maddened men. Th
fired in quick successlon, and a cry of
“Ob, my Lotd!" penetrated through
the closed door With tha sound of one
sorely hort.

I lingered far a Httle. listening to
the tumult. 1 was In a str2nge and
dangerous position. Epnemlos woro be-
hind me. There re f(riends, too,
but 1 knew no way to tell one from
the other, and my Ignorance had near-
1y brought me to my death. I hesl
tated to move, but 1 conld not remain
in the open ball; and as the sounds of
disturbance from below subsided. I
felt my way along the wall and moved
cautiously forward.

1 had progressed perhaps twenly
stops when a door, agninst which my
hend pressed, Ylelded at the touch and
swung slowly opén. I strove to stop
It, for the first opening showed a dlm
light within. Rut the pandl gave no
Lol for my fingers, and my efforts
to closo the deor only swuog It open
the faster. I drew back a little into
the shadow, for I hesitated to dash
past tho sight of any who might oo
cupy the room.

“Como In!" called a barsh volce.

I hesllated. Behind, the road led
to lhe eatipgroom with its kmown
dangers, A dash along the hall for
the front door meant the relsing of
an alarm, and probably & bullet as &
discourager of burglary. Should I es-
cape this, I could ba certaln of & WAZm
recoption from the ememles on watch
outside. Prudence lay in facing the
one ratber than risking the many. 1
nocepted the Invitation nad walked
intd tho room.

“I was expecting you” sald the
harsh voleo composedly. | “Good even-
ing.”

“Good evening.” I returned gravely,
swallowlng my Rmazement as best [
could.

By the table before mo sat Mother
Dorton, contemplating me a8 calmly
as though this meellng were the mosy
commonplace thing In the world.. A
candle furnished s dim, flokering
light that gave to her hard wicked
countenance a dinbolic leer that struck
a chill to my blood.

“Exeuse me,” 1 sald,
my way, 1 fea

“Not at all,* eald Momsr Bartoo.
“You aro In the right place.”

I was afradd 1 had Intruded,” [ said
apologetlcally.

“1 expected you"
“Shut the door.”

1 glanced about the room. Thers
wag no slgn of another parson to be
scen, and no other door. 1 obeyed

“I have lost

sho repoated.

ber.

“You might na well slt down,” she
sald with some petulance. “There's
nothing up here to burt you" ‘Thers
was g0 much meaning In her tone ol
the things that would hurt mo oa
the ficor below that 1 hastened to
show my confldence In her, and drew
up & chalr to the table.

“At your sorviee” I sald, leanlng
before her with a5 much an appear
ance of jaunty self-possession a&s I
could muster.

“Wheo are you, and what are you

dolng here?” she asked griml

‘What should I answer?. Could
tell her the truth?

“Who are you?® she repeated Ime
patfontly, gaalng on me. “You are
not Witon, Tell ma. Who are you?!

The face, hard ns it was, seamed
with the record of & rough aod evil
life, as it appeared, bad yot a kindly
Iock as it was turned on me.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)
Japanese Rallroads.

The rapld growth of Japan's ralk
ways during the last few years Is sean
from the fact that in 15756 the num
‘ber of passengoers carrled was 2,164,
426, whereas In 1905, It had been aug
mented  to 113,676,403. During the
same period the volume of frelght
traffic hai also risen to comslderably
over 21,000,000 tons, while the tatal
receipts had risen from Sid 459 o
€9,033,165 yen.
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3
REGISTERED POUCH DISAPPEARS,
JN KANSAS CITY DISTRICT.

CI’)NTENTS ABC‘}UT $100.000
R

Package of at Least $50,000 Sent East
by Loa Angeles Banks Part
of the Large
Haul,

Los Angeles, Cal—Rsluctant admis-
tlons made by the post ofce oficials
of ihree clties Wednesday confirm to
some extent the bellef that ihe disap-
poarance of a registered mall pouch
somewhere withla the jurlsdiction of
tho Kansas City (Mo.) post oMce last
Saturday night will prove one of the
biggesl hauls In the history of the
post office department.

From private sources It was learned
late Wednesday that & package of at
least $50,000 In currency was Among
the contents of the poush, which car-
ried, in addition, an unusually large
oumber of letiors and packmges con-
t2iulig money and other valuables to
an amount which can only be conjec-
tured, but which moy reach” $50,000
more. The pouch was In transit from
this clity to New York amd the postal
Inspectors who have had the case ln
charge refuse ‘any of the

MBS JULIA MARLOWL.
ol am fo -ru- ndorse-
mni of nf:d " er
la mf hlr\‘ﬂr."—daf
medy that benefits NMW
-Iun:thnn- the narves.
The nerve centers require nnmu.on.
1f the digestion is Impaired, the nerve
centers become anemlc, and nervous
d-'MIlly Is the result.

Peruna Is pot a nervine por &
stimuiant. It Beneflts the perves
by b digestio

manner in which 1t became lost Lo
zlght in transfer from one responsible
guardian 1o another as the department
regulations providing for the protee-
tlon of reglstered matter are of the
strictest.

That & pouch of value has
appeared was admitted by the depart-
ment 8t Washington, by Postmaster
M, H, Flint of Los Angeles, and by
Inspector W. J. Vickery, attached to
the Kansas Clty post office,

- The 350,000 package of currency,
which will undoubtedly prove 1o be tha
Jargest {ndlvidust loss, was & ship-
ment made by Los Angeles banks to
thelr New York correspondent. Post-
master Flint of Los Angeles siated
that it would be Impossible for any
officlal of the department lo even es-
Umate the total contents of the miys-
ing pouch untll the holders of recelpts

yed on the day in question had
mado -aMdnvits as (o the matter lo-
trusted to the malle.

AGAINST IMMORAL SALOONS,

United States Brewers’ Assoclation
Adopts a Platform,

Milwaukee. — The United States
Rrewers' assoclation at its closlng ses-
sion Wednesday adopled a platform
of principles in which K pledges It-
self to the mbolltion of the Immoral
saloon and Lo the cause of temperance
In the use of Intoxicants in the brond-
est sense. At the afternoon sesslon
the convenilon voted fo meel mext
year at Rochester, N. Y., on the first
Wednesday In June.

fMoors were elecled as follawa:
President, J. Brown, Rochester, N. Y.;
vicepresideat, C. M. Hobbs, Bridge
port, Ind.; secretary, Goorge A, Seager,
Rochester, K. treasurer, C. L.
Tates, Tlochester, Y.

ROBBED OF HIS YOUNG WIFE,

Bouth Clmllnn Man Relates Strange
peri-nn in Mountains.

Spartanbmre, 5. €—W. F. Burns of
Jackson county, S. C., while on &
bridal trip ncross Panther mountain,
in_@reenvillo, county, saye he was
robbed of hls pretty young wife by a
gang of six men, after he had been
bound, bealen and robbed.  He and
his wite stopped at a coltage in the
mountnlos and during the alght tho
men enptered the room of the couple.
attacked DNurns and ook his wife
down the mountaln, Ho says he has
not seen her elnce. The autharities
ars investgating his story.

i e
JOBEPH LEITER MARRIED.

Young Millonalre Wads Mizs Julistte
Willlams in Washington.

Washlngton—A wedding of unusual
intereat was Lhat which teok place at
the  home of fhe bride's parents
Wednoaday of Miss Jullette WhHams,
daughter of Col. and Mrs. Jobn R.
Willisma of this eity, to Joseph Leit
son of the late Levl Z. Leiter of- CIII
cago and Washington.

The coremony, which was performed
by Rev. Father Bnel(ﬂy llli!lnn! rec:
tar of St. Matthe n Catholle
church, waa witnes) ﬂ I:y mbout 20
persans.

Wister's Mot!

Philadelphin—ra. w
Wister, moather of Owen Wister, the
novellat, Is dead &t her home. Mrs
Wister, who was in her seventy-sec-
ond year, was Miss Sarah Butler, a
dnughter of Plerce Dutler snd Fanny
Kemble,, the famous actress.

New Yorker Dies of Hydrophobia.

New York—Capt. Edward Rabey,
commander of ane of the amall stedm-
ers at the quarsntine statlon, died in 8
Staten Island sanitarium Wednesday

Commander.

Birmingham, ~—With the selec
tion of Memphl: the place for the
next reunlon and the election of Gen.
Clement A. Evans of Georgla as com-
manderin-chief, the United Confedar
ate Velerans adjourned their annual
Iate y aftorncon.

land have becomo so
most to swamp the common p.qplc
of the province. The priest of the
village of Koultz replied to a clreular
fssued by the governmeat that everf

ane of the 40 families in bla
matlon was of aoble birth

e
Griin Shippers Drganize.
Plquia, O.—At & meeling of & com:
mlttee of Oblo and Indiana grain ship-
pera held here Wodnesday, the Ohbio
and Indlsna Grain Shippers’ assocls-
tlon was formed with 100 mempers.

dis- |

Peruna frees the stomach of ca-
tarrhal congestions and normal diges-
tion, Is the reault.

In other words, Pertna goes to the .
baliom ot the whols diffieulty, e

Mw J. C. Jamison, Wallace, Cal,
writea:

“1 was troubled with my stomach
for alx years. Wra treated hy threa
doctors. They sald that [ had netvouy
dyspepsia. 1 was put on a liquid diet
for threo montbs.

“1 Improved undel‘ the tmlll!mnl. -
but as scon as ntemmd taking 1h
medictu, 1 got bad

"l saw & !.eutlmonlll o(n mlm whosa
caso was slmilar 1o mine cured
I:F‘:E'l:nnl. 80 I thought Iwaulll glve it

a)

“I procured n bunl. nt om &nd A
commenced taking it e taked
sevaral bottles lnd am eni.lrl!l!' cured.”

DAD AND HI8 MEMORY,

Old Genlleman Really Had Very
tls to Brag About,

It was & severo trial to Mr. Harding
that his only son's memory was not
all that could be desired. “Where 10~
the world he got. auch forgettul
streak from I3 beyond me.” said the
exasperated father to his w]ls on coe
occasion,

“What has hs forgotten now?™
asked Mra. Harding, with ores down-
cast and a demure expression.

"The figures of the last return from
the election on the bullelin-board,”
and Mr., Harding inseried a finger in

his collar 2a If lo loosen It, and shook

his head vebemently. “Looked at 'em
s he cams past not half’an hour age,
and now ein't Lell me.

“As 1 sald to him: “If you're mo
stupld you ean't keep a fow simple fg-
ures in your head, why don't you write
*em down on m place of paper, as [ do,
aod Rave dote all my lHfe, long befars

was  your agel "Yoults Com-
panion.

LOOKINO FOR COMFORT,

oy, S Ha

“Hurry Ilp Shorty, an’ git a move,
on! 1 wants to make der mext town
before der ml «closes fer do night!"

Useless Society.

Mrs. Jones often declared that she
enjoyed & littlo chat with their fish-
dealer because be was a man of such
crigionl 1deas, but ono day, says Lon.
don Opinlon, she ‘returned from mar-
ket somowhat puzzled by his remarks,

“I anld to him Juet io the war of
conversation,” Mrs. Jones,
“that 1 had heard that a man becomts
liko that with which he most assocl

“That's ridiculous, Mrs. Jones!’ he
anawered. ‘Tvo been a fishmonger
all my life and can't awim & yard'"

BUILT UP

Right Food Glves Strength and Braln
0

The natural eloments of wheat and
barley, Including the phosphats of pot-
a&sh, are found in Grape-Nuts, and 1bat
is why persons who aro run down from
improper food plck up rapldly on
Grape-Nuts.

"My system was run down by uen-
slve night work,” writes a N.

"ln aplte of a liberal supply of urd.l-
ry food.

unn uslog GrapeNuts I noticed
Improvement at once, in strongth, and
nerve and brain power.

“This food seemed Lo lift me up and
stay with me for better exertlon, with
less fatigue. My weight incréased 20 .
lbl. with vigor and comfort Ia pmpﬂ:\-

"‘“’hen traveling T alwars mry the -
food with ms to lnsure having It”

Name given by Postum Co., Batlle
Creek, Mich. Read “The Road to W
ville 1o pkgs.

Ever read the abave latter? A new
one appears from time to time. They
are genulne, trus, and full of humuu
Interest.
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