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i Upon strict grounds of morala the modern play

' has progressed in audacity and moral freedom im-

mensely. Once wpon s time we were provincial, we

" were unsophisticated, we were afraid fo see things

_ aa they are, If we are calculating the moral tone of

the American theater by what it once was, say, 20

 years ago, wo must admit that the Ameriean people

are not the prudes they were then. We had our “sen-

sations,” even in the daya when the Madizon Square

-theater waa conducted by two clergymen, we will sy,

1 distinetly remember when I made a production of

Mr, Pinero’s “Sweet Lavender” at the old Lyceum

theater I saw that the audience resented the fact that

{here was an illcgitimate girl in the story. I realized

that the success of the play at that time in this coun-

try depended upon legitimatizing her at once, The

Vil Hely author refused, at firef, but he was finally induced
to do so, much to his annoyance.

The problem play wes more than

when “Sweet Lavender” was produced.

* Tho 'American theater to-dey ean attempt any dramatic theme from

any country almost, providing it adorns the subject with good taste, with

culture; with a literary quality, and—this above all else—providing its

end ig inspiring, is happy in actual nt, or in sincere t

Of course, there are “senaations,” plays that make a temporary stir be-

cause of their intrinsic andacity, but these are not permaneot contribus

tions to the American theater, because in the productions that count

smong plays that are worth while the human creations must conform to

the hopeful m_d permanent moral atandards of American life. I pro-

Aueed “The Second Mre. Tanqueray” because it was o superb play, &

remarkable dramatic composition, not because it had a problem to define.

the American public could sccept,

o 1l

is an extreme injustice to
condemn & woman as a heartless flirt be-
cause she allows a man whom she docs not
intend to marry to make her an offer of
marriage. It is all well to say that a woman
ought, to know when a man is in love with
her and gently to discourage his intentions
and attentions. But how can any one, not
a prophet or the danghter of o prophet, be
certain about anything so elusive and de-
ceiving s man? Z
Of cotirse, when o man tumbles head
over heels into sure enough love with o
woman, and means business, and nothing
but busincss, first, last, and all the time, his one idea is to get married
with as little delay as possible, to set up the lares and penates on his own
domestic hearth; and there is no question of flirtation upon his part. He
 shows his intentions, frankly and plainly, for all the world {o sce, and the
woman in the case has no excuse for misunderstanding him, or doubting
hie sincerity, She may fake him or leave him, ns she so chootes, and
straight dealing and honesty exact that she shall do either the ane or the
other.. His carnesiness of purpose is entitled to honesty in return.

In spite of all that is said condemning the much courted woman as an
unscrupulous flirt, she, with most men, shows the wisdom of the serpent
in letting them tell their love, and in “letting them down casy,” as the say-
ing goes, Tather than chilling them beforchand. * As a rule men prefer to
receive a definite answer, and a woman of tact can so refuse an offer as to
make her rejected suitor her friend for life, while on the ether hand it
ia much to be doubted if any man ever thoraughly forgives the woman whe
openly, shows him that his suit is unwelcome before be has pressed that
suit.

l‘!’n\mmr, there is one case in which no woman is justificd in permit-
ting a proposal, unless really it is unlooked for; when she is alrendy en-
‘gaged 1o another man. Then’she should mnke a confidant of her admirer,
and without appearing conscious of anything special in hia attentions,

- tell him that she will be glad to have him meet and know her flance, or
something of the sort, which will let him know that there is no hope for
him, and so spare him the pain of a refusal. ©

Woman,
and
Man’s
Proposal

By HELEN OLDFIELD,

The peril of the automobile, not to those
who get in its path, but to persons acquir-
: ing machines when unable to meet the ex-
pense of original cost and maintenance, is
one of the disturbing conditions which: we
face today. v
Here is the man who saw such a Tosy
side to the proposition, the machine was
such a beauty, Then, too, it was just the
right size for the family; wife and he and
the, two smaller children behind and the
grgwn son and daughter in front. Then,
in, if he had it they would not need to
: i i go/awny on & vacation this summer. 4
And, again, he would not be surprised if it would pay for itself in
& maving on doctor bills. It was only $2,500. The home waa paid for, afler
years of struggle, and there in a little bit in the savings bank. He can
pay $500 down and give a mortgege just to sccure the rest, and easily pay
it at 8500 a year for four years. And so it is doae.

TPoor, deluded man. He forgot to estimate the cost of about 12 bar-
rels of high-grade lubricating oil and 50 to 78 barrels of gesoline, and
various bills for repairs, the size of which would make a plumber’s bill look
like o humming bird in a flock of ostriches; also about 25 to 50 rubber
fires, And besides all this the family not only went on the vacation, but
they fook the machine along. And then a smash-up or two brought the
doctor into requisition for the selting of 'broken limbs, 2o’ that when the
first year was over it was difficult for our {riend to pay the interest, to say
nothing of a 8500 installment, and at the end of the third year the mort-

wes foreclosed for non-payment, :

{77 Ttis just so with every kind of debt {hat goes to pay the running ax-
of & househald. Ii is {his variation between the dream and the

reality that lands pwpleﬁthn hands of the loan shark. The credit sys-
tem all fends fo extravagance and sometimes to poverty. It does not cause
any of us tho pain to buy a #5 pair of shoes and say “charge it” that il
does"ta part with a nice, crisp, green 83 I‘nill, especially if we happen te
bars hut §8,05 i:‘:g%r;@cgg‘? ok .
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QUESTION AT ISSUE

CAN THE COUNTRY AFFORD TO
ELECT MR. BRYAN?

Vaters Must Consider tha Inevitable
Conssquences of a Change In Pres-
ant Administrative Paollcles—
Last Year's Object Lesson.

‘The main thing for voters to deter-
mine In choosing botween Mr. - Taft
and Mr. Dryan as presidentind candl-
dates 18 ns 1o whether the general wels
fare of the country will be best pro-
maoted by the election of the one or
tho other. That I8 the broad and the
long of the whole matier, Whether or
not Mr. Dryan's chief political pro-
moter, Gov. Haskell, has been n secret
egent of the Standard Oll Company
and whether or not the extreasurer
of the D» commlt-

CHOICE OF TWO FOSITIONS.

Plain Facts for Thoss Who Comter-
plate Voting for Mr. Bryan.

In a recent speech Mr. Bfyan relt-
erates his familiar assertion’ that his
renomination af wo defeats shows
that his party o belleves and In-
dorses “the principles 1 have been ad-
vocaling.* Now, Mr, Bryan ia ldentifled
with - no. prinelple so thoroughly as
with free colnage of silver at a ratlo
of 18 o 1 and the necessary con:
comitant of that

' News Notes of Interest Gathered
Towns and Villages of the State.

| ] ‘Happenings of Minois

GREAT FIRE IN ROCK ISLAND.

Lumber Yards and Sash Works Burn,
Loss Being $500,000,

Rock Island—Fire Friday nlght
caused §600,000 damage in the yards
of the Rock Island Lumber Company
and the Rock Island Sash and Door
works, The flames started In the
southwest corner of the yards and,
fanoed by a southeast gale, swept
everything north to the river, devas-
tatlng an area of ten acres [n two|
bours. Twenty miilion feet of lumber
and two sawmilla  were

TRIBUTE TO RIOT VIC'HMI‘

Mintrs at Girard Hold Barvices for
Men Who Fell In Battls.
Glrard —The tenth anniversary of
the nifmorable Virden rlot was com:
memoraied with an elaborate program
in Mipera® hall. Frank D. Hayes,
#tate secretary.treasurer of tha miners,
delivered the chlef address. The great
battls was recounted vividly by Hayes
and = glowlng tribute pald the men
who gave up thelr lives for the causs
of the union. Beveral other persons

Ties were burned off the bridge on
the maln lae of the Rock laland rail-

e wan tled up for ser-
eral hours on maln Hoes of the Chl-
cago, Rock Island & fic, the Chi-

.| enge, Durlinglon & Quincy and the

Chieago, Milwaukee & St. Paul roads.

— B
SPEED RECORD FOR A WEDDING.

an and Girl et License, Marry and
Btart Home In Twenty Minutes, .

Bhelbyvilla—A  mew record for
#psed in matrimonlal lines was estab-
Nshed by Les Vegas and Miss Marie
HII, who arrived here direct from BL
Louls In the aftornoon at 2:30, single,
and departed at 2:40, just 20 minutes
later, married,

Les Yegas I a Moxican, and a atu-
dent In Washington unlveralty o St
Louls, The bride is a full-fledged
American girl.  Alighting from the
Knlekerbocker train they hurried to
the county clerics office, obiained a
marriage lcense, repalred to the resl-
dence of Rev. N. M. Rtlgz. the Method-
tst mlalster, near by, and were united
12 marrlage, z

nized and declared by himsell to bo
the negation and destruction of (ho
Zold standard.

It Is true that Mr, Bryan now eays,
with charaeterlstic  sbiftiness, ~that
what he nimed at in 1898 was not de-
struction of the gold standard but
“more money.” His assertion is falso;
for what he almed at them and what
he has nover yob remounced, Is the de-
atruction of the gold standard. To

tea was at one tlme conoected with
b Al 1

some not bla Wal

this fact his own utter-
ances bear irrefragablo testimony. At

street  transactions, these chargtd
made by Mr, Hearst have condueed to
the sensallonalism of the present eam:
palgn,  There have beon other ques-
tions brought prominently into the dis-
cusylons which may falrly be classcd
as subsidiary fssues. The questlon
of paramount Importance before the
voler I8 as to whether ho shall take the
risk of such & change In the adminls-
tratlve policies of the natlonal gotern
ment na would undoubtedly * le  ln:
volved In Mr. Hryan's election.

Hoth party platforms advoats and
both party candidates are committod
to a proposal for tarff revision. The
Republiean porty has nlways stood
for n policy of protection to home labor
and home industrles. On the other
hand, the tariff policy of the Demo-
cratle party has always been amd 8
yet “a tralff for revenue ooly"—prac-
tical free trade. Only the oiher dny
comment was made upon the great
strike now on In the cotton-mill o
dustries of Great Drltaln, n strike bo-
cause of a reduction In wages which
Involves 150,000 operatives, The rea-
son why the wage cut has been made
should fx attentlon In this country.
According to the

Elven out| be

, Tenn., In 1506, he sald:

“Agalnst the maintenance of the
£old standard for one year or forever
the Democratfe party has arrayed
itself. We are opposed to a gold stan-
dard; we have commenced B war of
extorminntion ngalnst it which will not
conse,

“If thera ls any one who belleves
that the gold standard-la a geod thing
or that it must bo malntained, I warn
bim not to cast hia vole for me, be-
cause 1 promise him thot it will not
bo maintained in this country longer
thar T am able to get rid of It.”

No man can vote for W. J. Dryan In
this campaign except om coe of two
grounds. Efther he must belleve that
Hryan atlll yearns todestroy the gold
standard, In which case he is unfit for
prosident; o elso he must belleve that
Bryan was wrong then and knows bet:
ter now, in which case he s a faulty
reasoner and an unsafe guide.

No Longer Editor Bryan.

He Is now Wilinm Jennings Bryam,
candldate, not candidate and editor in
Imposing duality since the Denver con:
ventlen, The editor part of him l2
tetired by his own act. He refuses to
for all of the

Balky Nag Kllls Man,

Shelbyvillo—~A “baliy" horse cost
Charles  Kull, & wealthy and proml
nent German farmer, living at Stras-
burg, hin life. The farmer was driving
= team of horses hitched to & wagon
heavily loaded with coal up a slight
incllas near New Mode, when one of
the animals balked and refused to
pull. The wagoa rolled back down
the hill and off the rond down a steep
diteh, hurling the farmer from his
seat to a posiilon directly uader the
horses® feet.

Fire Thre Romeo. -
Romeo.—Fire destroyed  the
resldence and general store of John J.
Kelg and n store butlding and dwell-
Ing owned by William Shields. for a
time threatened to lay waste the en-
tire village of Romeo. The loss is es-
timated at $10,008. Sparks thrown by
a Santa Fe engine are assigned as
the canse.

(L
Big Blaze at Virginla.
Virginla.—The department store of
Clark & Co., was destroped by a fire
which is thought to have started from
an overheated stove. The building
belonged to Mrs. Mary Stelaritz and
wnas damaged to the extent of §3,000,
with Insurance of §2,500. Fixtures val-
ued at $1,000 were insured for 3500,

Doffs Clothes In Zeal,
Decatur—ecause he inslnts on e
verting to the primeval type of man.
Hugh Wright, a young farmer living
a few milea cnst of this clty, was
placed under arrest at the request of
Bla relatives ‘ and  placed In  the
county jall. Ho was trled In the coun-

Iy court on a charge of fnsanlity.

by the millownets, the very best cot-
ton-mill machinery has been bousht
fn Great fritaln for founding cotlon
mills In both Japan and Chian, and be-
causa of Aslatic cheaper labor the
British millowners are afraid that
thelr home market will be flooded with
cheapee- products  from  Chion and
Japan, Great Hritaln is a frectrade
country. Can the working people of
the United States.lake the rlak of
having tbe tariff schedules reviged ac-
cording to Democratic 1deals?

The people of this country were af-
forded & most Impressive object-lesson
Tast year {llustrating how that Intangl-
ble something called “busipess con-
fidence,”. when 1t I3 undermined nnd
shaken from ! foundations, produces
widespread demoralization and trouble.
It is now generally agreed that Jast
year's panle was & “gambler's panie.”
It was brought on by the reckless
trnding In Wall strest.. Filteen of the
20 big Ananclal that falled

of his paper durlng the campalgn, as
he cannot supervise and reviss as ha
has been wont to do, and something
mlght slip inte the columns of the
Commoner which would compel him to
explaln.

“The change Is not radical, however,
and Mr. Bryan runs no risk of suffer
ing the catastrophe which has been
known In history to occur whem the
editor was away and another had tem-
porary charge, with the eflsct cf revo-
luttonfring all the politieal and ather
tenets that kad béen formerly sup-
perted. Trother Charles may be us do-
pendable and loysl as the Biather
Charles of the Taft family, and Rich-
ard L. Metcalf may be trusted without
tear, tor s he mot the”author and
compller of 300 octave pages of a
volume entitled "The Real Bryan,” in
whieh the eandidate (s mada to mppear
as a sort of demigod?

The change Ia to endure only unil

durlng the panie perled were in the
downtown’ financial area on Manhate
tan island. But by the fnanclal
smashes in New York clty business
confidences throughout the country wai
shaken and a period of Industrial de-
pression followed, from which we are
just recovering. Is there any person
of well-balanzed judgment who does
Dot foresee that in case of Mr. Bry-
sn's olection business confidento would
be given a solar-plexus blow; that tho
Industries of the conntry would be de-
moralized thereby to the extreme of
rulnous disaster? The real lssue be-
fore the voter is ns io whether or not
be had better let well enough nlone.

R S

Mr. Taft Is no lesa alive 1o the evils
of trusts than Mr. Bryan. He has his
own ideas as to the proper method of
dealing with them. His metbod would
be more effective than Mr, Bryan's as
far as the (rusis themselves are con-
térned, and would Involve no. jojury
th the Eulllesh. no pulllng tp bt thé
wheat along with the tares "*i*

" to Mr. Bryan.
Is it pozsible the candldate anticipates
that he will have nothing to do after
thy day of electlon, November 3, ex:
cept Lo once more Bssume the role of
the editor? Is such snnouncement
prophetic of defeat? Has [atultlon
told him that election |s lmpossible?
Does his sub-consciousness whisper ol
vietory for the Republican party? Of,
If clected, la It hls purposs lo agala
assume the edltorshlp of the Com-
‘monér and thus make sure of having
at least one organ that will ladorse
his polley In all thinge?

—_

Not Encouraging.

Did over anyone see such a gaog of
politleal speculators and plongers aa
that assoclaled with Mr. Hryas, of
‘whom Haskell fs o good apecimen?
It 18 enough to defeat doy ticket, evan
a Demoeratle of the modern school.—
Buffalo News. .

The evidences of Mr, Bryan's poor
Judgmént of mef’ wre certaloly multl.

Pliing at'a rate alsrming for thost
who expect his election. .

Baclal Leaders Are Divorced.
Pana.—Mande Elaa  Smith was
granted a divorce from J. Wil Smith

deltvered X

Following the exercises In the hall
& procession was formed and marched
to Oirand cemetery, whers the  grave
of A. H. Brenneman, & rlot victim, wia
bedecked with flowers and the ritual
work of the unlon carried out.

Slale Presldent John . Walker
and Mr. Hayes also dellversd sd-
dresses st Mt Olive, whero the anol-
versary also was observed. Special
cars on the Interurban look hundreds
of miners Lo the town.

——
New Bcnool for Panm

Pana—The spectal election beld for
the purposs of ding on a site for
the new school building In the Fourth
ward and for Issuing, bonds the
amount of 16,400 carrled by a ma-
jority of 116. The Willlam Tribbett
slta Was selected upon by a tmajority
of 105 over all. The eiection was a
naplrited one as many were apposed to
the eroction of the school bulldlng at
this time on account of the new town-
ship high school bulldlng which Is
now under conatruction. The. Narth-
west end residents and West end resl-
dents, however, put up & good fight
and got out & good Yote with above
results. 5

——
Craps Leads to Mu
Peorla—Involved In & dispule’over
n trifing som at siake In a crap gamo
Jobn Tracy, a negro hod carrler. shot
and killed Martin Thomas, alias "BIg
Maude,” at the Istter's home. Half an
hour later the murderer was arrested
ina megro boarding house. In &
rambling, incoherent talk he denled
his guilt, although o revolver with one
empty cartridge and five loaded ones
was taken from his person. 1Y
—_—

Metion te Quash Is Denled.
Pana.—A motlon to quash the indlct-.
ment for murder agalnst Edward Ray-
hill was quashed In the city court by
Judge Hodge. ~TRayhill's aulorneys
asked that the indictment be quashed
on the grounds that the immediate
trial asked for following the slaying
was pot granted. Hayhill is charged
with the murder of Asa Chency, fol-
lowlng n dlscusalon over the local op-
tlon queation laat spring.
—_—

Dream of Bon's Death True.

Danvllle—Some nights nko  Mrs,
Richard Soeddon, 60 Porter street,
awoke from a elesp In which sho
dreamed she saw her son, Fred Soed:
don, & machinist at the Onklawn shops,
dead, having been killed at his: ma-
chine. So wivid was the Impressien
that she begged him not to g0 to Work,
The mext duy Soeddon was probably
fatally injured while tolling at his
lathe. 3

Rets Jury [n Dluagreement.

Quincy.—~Standing nine to three for
acquitial, the jury’ in the cnss of
Charles Rozs of Kansas Clly, late
bookkeeper hers for the Weems
Laundry Compary, was discharged and
the case continued to the mext term
aof the criminal court. Ross Is charged

on a charge of habitual dr
The case has altracted great interest
throughont the counly because of the
prominenca of the partles. They were
leaders in local soclety work and are
members of prominent familles. .
Paach Beed In Turnip.
Decatur.—~Mrs. C. W. Frew, who
IHves on the farm of Thomaa Morrls,
five mailes southwest of this cliy, is ox-
Hibiting & seed which she
found in the center of a large turnlp
on her farm. How the seed came
there s a mystery, as the turalp was
abeolutely perfect.

Counterfelting Admitted by Grocer.

Streator—Danlel Roeder, a prosper-
ous young grocer, was arrested and
taken to Chicago after he had walved
preliminary hearing, on a charge of
counterfelting. He declares ho printed
&0 bills, but later destroyed them and
the plate becausa thoy were not satls
tactlory.

—_
Almshouse Cook Cles In Jall.
Decatur.~Wilbur Halr, cook st the
county poor farm, died In his cell i
the county fall of acute alechollsm. He
was placed i& the cell three days ago
sufferiog with delirfum tremens. He
never regained consclousnesa.
——

Boy, Thirtesn, Shoots Nisce.
Alton —Roth, alx-yearld daughter
ot Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Rayburn, was
accldentally sbot In the right eye with
a blank cartridge from 8 plsisl in
the bands of her uncle, Irwin Btesle,
11 years old. She may lose ber sight.
—_—

42,000 Sawmlil Burns.
Taylorville—The sawmlll of C. C.
Cummingn, five miles west of this elty,
was destroyed by fire, together with
a quantity of Jumber. The loss 1s oo
timated at $2,000, with no Insurance.

The origin of the flames Is unknown.

with tunds
from the Weems compday la recent
years aggregating $50,000,

——
Fitty Injured st Fire. .

Peoria.—Fifty spectators at a fire In
the Mercer Furnace Company and
Peorla foundry plants In this eity were
slightly injured by the toppling of &
plie of lumber. Others wora lnjured
by the sudden withdrawal of part of
the engines to a fire & short distance
away. The total leas of property sp-
proximates §28,000.

Nakamiz Dles at Alton.
Alton.—James_H. Hicks, 35 years
old, died suddenly at his home. as the
resnlt of the breaking of an abscess
tn his luogs. He had mot considered
himaelf 11l colil & few minutes before
doath ocourred. He was smothered
‘before @ doctor could reach his side.
Hicks recently came from Nokomls.

—_—
Saloon Keeper ln Indicted.
Bpringfield—An Indfctment for mur-
der was returned against Joseph
Brinkman, a saloon keeper, in connec-
tion with the recent death of Mrs.
Florence Moore Fanchert, 17 years old,
whose body was'borribly brulsed and
down whose throat acid been
poured.”
— g
Trampled to Death by Horses.
‘Pans.—Charles Kubl, aged 65 years,
a prominent farmer of Shelby counly,
was trampled to death under
Dorses' fect,  The horses refused .to
I and the wagen rolled back down
bifl, throwlng bim beaeath thelr fost.
Divorce Suit Attracts Attentlon.
Pana—TNecausn of the prominence
of the parties the wholo town auxious-
Iy awalted the cutcoma of the divorce
sult of Maude Edoa Bmith agalast J

Wil Smith. Thae parties wers former
leaders In local soclety. ! %




