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‘w YHY, mother, If wmome
L Alnt  Thankegiein't' sl
Jacoly Beunmz. broaching |

Mo ‘Enbject ma iF i hod
jnII occurred to blm, thotgh ona might
B ive kuowia by the troubled expression
0 bld kindly face thot it bod been for
o e tlme under silent consldern tion.

4. ‘1s was putting the Boishing touches

0, keenivss with 8 wlm-u:nn 1 A ax

it he lield op bl &

| Looking at daceb w.lm indiméreat

toest W boy of fourteen years,
1Y 10 831 curved 1o 0 restfol attltode
I ks feet on tha'rousd of 1he fow,
hattomed chalr, bis elbows on
t 4 knoes, his chin In bis baod, thank:
£.1 that the labor of turulng the grind-
& one was'scvomplished,

Al oue ‘of 1he two windows which
1 thied the Foom, stooping a Nttle. with
E e latida on ItS ledge, stood the mid-
denind woman whom Jacob addressed.

“Why, so ‘tis Thanksgiviy’, fathe:!
n @ exclalmed, ber loue dissembling

prise more artfully than ber face.
\ublduhr did uot yet venture to tur
to' him, for sbe kuew that there were
foars on ber cheeks,

Hince sbe avd Jacob were marrled
ail ihelr Thaoksgivings had been spent
43 ibe bomely comfort of the *old
riace” as they alwars calicd thelr
lue bome on the hundred ncre form.
Llmost’ &' yeur ‘ngo they were: foroed
t3 give It up becouss Jacob bad aign-
¢|! the wotes of n speculating’ friend.
louse, farm and steck went 1o pay
nnuumr man's debts, aml Jacoh was
1+t peunlicss on the verge of old age,
(Vb B wife ad old as he, an lovalld
t.uu.'hn-r aud s son senrcely old enough
s earn his own Uvlog. It Akl pot
snsole blin Gy remember Bently's as- |
suran . os the speeulstor: set forth
(With unabaied falth I quest of frosh
Eelds. =

"N
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| Jacod bore bla changed fortune pa.
tentlPiaod: el himself to earn what
\ba eodld by-day labor for the sup
‘of bia famlly. Ie was falthfully ald:
od bis wife and thelr: invalld
daughter, who was cunniog with her
Dedle, More than by aught eise be
WS cheered by the brave splrit wnb
iwhich bis wife bore their misfortune.
mever offering him the cold consols.
‘o of 1 told you so."
| Bhe covertly wiped ber cheeks with
ithe cbroer of ber apron and turned
Trom the wisdow.

“Yea, It sartainly. is, an” I halnt got

anything ready for't, only some pump-

‘Hf“s-d.' =aid .Ilcoh. Fpumpkin ‘ples)

ever you fear, Jacob, ol man. L'l
ligs all rmn yer,! Bently had

T
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W Mahalah Beunett sighed, “and 1
43 use to enj'y Bxlu’ things an’ bavin'
our friends come. Hey, bo. tum! It
Eeems sometimes a if our fricods bad
gone withi the turkeys.”

“0b, no, motier, Thes sive iy work,
AN’ that's the best thing they could do
for s, Butif they nll forsook us we've |
&9t otie ‘nother, us You Just sald."

80 we have, dear heart, an’ whilst
e bave we can't be thankrul enough,

m thnaklol there's soine folks sensl-
ble enough te "preclute good o' fashien-

oo mitens,' she remarked as abe
looped blte yar on a uesdle with ber
finger. *Mller, down to the Holler,
mays he ¢'o el all | c'n kalt for a
month, an' thres pale a week aln't no
Ereat stint.”

The braclng alr, tempered by une
clouded sunlight, silered the lrlood of
the man and boy nllke with bealthtul
vigor s they trudged across the folds
and eatered the woods. Every brown.
oulstretched twig, every tiny, close
wrapped bud, had its coplog and eap
of peari gleaming In sunlight or blue In
shadow, and the ranks of corded wood
were roofed with it

The new corering -u nlml.r mlrk

|esn plg.

| DoUnds or upwasd,” sald Jncob after

L

and, barely dodglog the blow  that
Insne almed ot hie, came scrambling
out ‘with more speed than his. short
legs would seom 1o warraut. A surer
blow from the mors d-lllnmu hand of
Jacob prevented’ his esc:

With o shout of |rtu;msh At the nb-
expected slght, Isanc lifted the limp |
form Ly the bind log and besved 1t
across the fallen trink.

“Sakes allve, fnther, he's s heary
You just heft him.”
be {4 a good one—fifteen

Well,

catefl and deliberate hand welghing.
VAR Just feel o' the fur—as thick as
! I reckon his pelt 'l fetoh balf a
dollar, An® you sball have i all, Now.
let's skin him 'fore he gets cold.™

“It looks goad enough to eat.” sakd
the Loy whe the skinned carcass was
Inld o ang the trunk. *“Aln't coons good

Some folks'does eat ‘em an' llrnn!
lhr;—m as grnl as roast plz™
hr can't we bave It
\.-.;hin“—
bul, your mother wonldn't

1. L vp!ﬂ'rul azin all wild

€00l It, to say nothin® of eatln’ of It*

It looks. fist as good ns a plg. ag’ 1
don’t see why #t aln't™ perststed Isane,
with wistful eyes upon the gume,
Then, Insplred by 8 naushty thenght,

e %3 ¥. father, why ean't we
f tell mother It ta  plaT*

Bk, buby that ‘ould be Irin’” said
Ris father In mild reproof as ho cut off
the feet and long, bony tall. “But,* he
#ald at Inat, smlllng quizzienlly on the
boy, 1 don't kuow as we're obliged o
tell o body exactly what §t 1= We'll
carry’ {t home an’ see. Now we'll ga
down ta the brook an® wash ot bands,
an’ then we'll go to work."

As Tsane dabbled i the clear cold
water his wandering glances caoght
the gleam of scarlet far np tho brook,
and be presently returned from a toor
of Investigntion with several clusters
of bright red berries.

“Cra hﬂm" ha

clatmed.  “And

there's snaga
Qo™ lﬂ[d hll father. “They make
Just an good sass as low bush cram.

ll.llllkl.ulhdnlhb. that's thelr way
o' dresain’ ‘em. Just look at the -.-mn-
b'n.g but's fetched. He found ‘em
1o the woods, an’ aln't they nice ooest*
While the atteation of the wother|
and _datghter was direrted (o the
birch bark basket of begries, be, with
bore bis

As the pest forencen advanced the
Uttle kitchea was flled with a savory
odor of baking taeat and bolllng on.
Jons thal, whenever the doof was open:
d, escaped abroad o appetieing whidts|
that made Isaac's mouth water.
- The old clock never before ticked off
the seconds as dellberately and iia
bands never Lagged along their elrcular
path 50 slowly us on this day, But af
laat the Imnr band nrrived ot the og-

uro 2, the minute hand agnin reached
12, th- E, purring oote of prepa
Hon sounded. © As the second bour was

struck the little family gattered around
the bountiful board and walted with
baered eads whilo:the fathor dovout-
iy thanked the Giver of all blessings,

“Now, mother, what part of tho—ah
~—eritter will you try? Jncob naked sy
be aklllfully carved the Inviting renst

"4 leetle of the brownest, pleass, Jn
<0b, ‘a0’ not. but A mite. I've boon
over it so mueh [ don't m.-n:n hanker
after it *

No ooe bat Jacob smicui that she
tasted [v coutiousiy and experimental:
Ir, His fears were soon relleved by
Eciing that ber nppetite grew with
what It fed tpon aod were quite dis
Delled when sbe permitted him to balp
ber azala.

When the dessert of pumpiin plr
{ was belng sorved Jacob beaned a
Placent smile upon his familr and -nhl

“Now ‘at we're cat our Thanksgl
10" meat I'm goln’ to make bold to s
¥ou one an' all If It wa'n't good ¥

‘With one Talce they assented,

TAD 0ow, Dot to be desaitful, I'm
a-goin’ to tell yon what you've beem
eatin® of.”

“You peedn’t tell me, Jncob.” rald
Bbis wife, shaklog with laughter. “It
was coon!”

H:;w vo airth did you know, Ma:

“Whr, I s'mised at Grst you wam
a-foolin’. an' when 1 see a great long
black and white hafr Into the weat
I knew it wa'n't wo plg that it ever
grovwed on, an',when I come to fiud the
rng talled skin under o barrel In the
wood shed it wan all plagn,”

‘An’ you went right on an' cooked It
an* ent of ‘It jusi Lo please mo an' the
ehildren? - Wanl, 1 say for !:. llnhal,r
Benuen Fou be

e poured out a second cu]; of tea,
etenml ber throat and began with
bealtating words:

“T kind of forgot—an‘~kind of bated
1o tell T wh-t Mis' Barker sald yos-
terday, Ji
£ He Irumd at ber inquiringly with &
plece’qf pumpkin ple within an inch of
his open mouth.

“Mis" Barker's cousln 'st has been
out west they see Abram Bently, an®

U'rles, ouly seedler. We'll earry bome
oM on 'em, an' they’ll go prime with

the land be baught out there ten pears
480 for coat nothla” baa £iz w0 o e

-~ ite mouth, lnﬁa!a' .\lubbo Lhey !rnt-'
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Your opportunity to purchase BLACK DRESS GOODS
at BIG BARGAIN PRICES. Black dress goods' that sold
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tal card and we will show
— voises you how eassit is to have

a xa]l:mg machine in your own haine.
Big stock of Records and Needles,
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at special Jow
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ed with the tracks
rels, the broad p.lnl of B.lm. lho
pwn:ed priat of the partridge’s devl.
course, the daloty seam of wood
nm paths.

Birds gave -nd!hln proof that they
were astir and alert now, A party of
Jays sereamed o discordant unison,
chickadeea znd nuthatches called and

% jest the thing for

“Of course they be. but they kinder
wrant somelhin' to help 'em out, see
thorgh, An' we haln't got a thing per-
¥ only pork an' potntoes

n' onlons,” Jacob suggesied.
| “Wby," sald the dyughter, ifing her
pale, patfent face, lighted with a smile,

i ber sewing, “with perk fried as
mother fries it, an’ such” potatoes an
we've got, an' onlons an' pumpkin plea,
I don't know what better anybody need
ask for. 1'm sure wa can be thankiul
rwltn 1t nn' for It

“You're always manklnl.'\ mald her
‘mother, “Thankful by nae Az' thapk-
ful by nature. We named you fwell"”

*Why can't we hnnz turkey, pame's
owo used fo}' psked the boy without
changing his positlon or diverting his
waze from his father's occupation..

"Turkeys codts money,” sald his fs-
Aher, “when yoa don't ralse ‘em.” -

« | *An" that we haln't done” sald the |/
mother, “ner yet a chicken, which '
mlad we balg't, for they'd serateh up
the hull ganfen, It beln' so close to the

* house. A s wath more'n chick:
ens to eal. St  wisht we had one
for Thanksgivin', But wo'll try to be
thankful for what we've got, as Thank-
fal "

| “An" that's consid'able compared to
,what some’s got,” Jacob mald. ~“'-‘r
Eot & good ruff orer our beads, an® me
an' bub’s earnln’ money *pough to pay
{the reat on't for slx months (o come.
iWe chop an' put up our two ¢ord a day.
1 tell you, bub's geitin’ to be n master
band with his ax. An' mow ‘st he's
Zot n chance to do chores for his
board an’ go to school he's Axed com-
plete for winter.””
| “An' Bqulre Bascom says ! c'a come
‘home every Sunday™ cried bub.
| “An' I'm glad to get mueh iots of
In\* mald Thankful. “I can earn
dollar every week™ >
“An‘ wore all tol'abls ”il." Hut,
Josking over at his daughter, the fa-
&;r supplemented  his remark wh?l.

“That's mo, ulhuly.“ be lllﬂ fer.
ently. . “Wanl, my Litile fal

piped. o Indus-
l.rmn:l; for his hard earned breakfast,
dge weut boomlng away llke a
m:' rocket with a trall of snow cloud
Elnking sollly and silently bebind his
noley conrse, and a red squirrel joered
ot the two Intruders.
The boy's ears and eyes -were olert
for all sounds and sights. Befors he
delivered the firat ax atroke upon the

bolk of & great basswood hls nttentlon |,

was attracted by a strenge track that
euded at Ita foot,

“Gh, father,” Lo cried, “what kind
of u track's this? It looks just llke a
little boy's bare foot."

“Why, lkey, It's a rcoon, au' be's
lald up for the winter In this bere
Iree, See, It's boller. An' thero's the
hole up there ‘at he weot In. Now,
we'll fest Live his pelt natled up on
the wood shed doof. 1 shoutdn't wou.

er If It was pretty nigh prime, for It's

d three s 1o get 60 lo. They say
mf.‘ good In ev'ry menth thats gor
a0 P In It, but K alo't—not in Sep-
lember nor sca'sely in October—an’ |t
‘begins 1o git faded In Afrll, some
kinds does. Dt now (‘s most Decem-
ber, an‘—an’ we'll Jest go for the fel-
ler, seeln’ 'at we're gola’ to.glt down
balf & cond o' wood at the same lick.
Look out sharp at the holo when the
tree comes down, for like's not he'll
€ot an’ run. We'll fall 1t right In here
‘where It's all clear.”

Bo saylug, be drove bis ax to the
eye In the soft wood, while leanc with
right good will delivered his lesa ef-
fective strokes oo the other side,
‘When Jacol had driven his kerf a lit-
Ue beyond  the decnyed center and
paved the Froond about” him  with
broad chips mlmost as white ns the
mmow be heaved a o restful slgh and
went around (o e other nid

“Nov, .Ikey, you' Just off out
there an' keep your eye on the lolo
the minute (e tree falls, an' If he
offera to come out ‘fore 1 git there
whack Hins on tho hénd.®

-Jncob pat tjon bla hands and, re-

sumed bis chopping, explrting with
gach blow o gaaping "hab” that seemed
to doubls jte force, and lsaac took his
post with eyes fixed on tbe trunk where
thio firat Lreanches stretchied abroad.

“Now the grent tree shivered nt every
utroke,  then tottered on Its sapped
foundations and went down with an
Actelerated sweep and a final crashing
‘boom. -

In the succesding moment of sllence
the raccoon, so auddeniy awakened
from. the comfortable winter's nap iato
which he bad :m fallen, protruded his

Lbiack and gray

bead from the bole

"“WHERE IN THE LIVIN' EARTH DID YOU GET THAT PIGI*

our roast plg or four legred turker or
whatever 1t fa. Ap' oow le's get lo
choppln’, for we're got to put op m:rj
two cord afore night

'l'hll they nccomplished nnd at night:
re bomewand thelr forest trophy,

".L oo, mother, see what we fotched
yout cried Jacob, boldiog up his prize
beforo hls wife.

¢Whero In the liviz' carth did you
Eet tbat plg, Jacob? It |a & pig, aln't
Y she asked, scanalog 1t with ad-
miriog eyes and poking Ha fat ribs
‘with a cautious forefinger,

“It was glve to me, ln you alo’t to
ask no questions” nawered.

“How come they to ma It? I don't
know as 1 ever see & plg skinned an'
the feet cut off, but It does look real
nice.”

“Tou mostot Jook 1 gift borse in | Bomoe.

- ao. but 1 ehall believe it when [ wee 10"

count of a big town growin' up 'long
#lde of It ‘at it's made him rleh."
“.'\ou don’t say™  Jacol lald down
Enife. ell, I'm glad on't’ for
Illu ‘make an' for ourn. He'll come back
an' pay up erery cent be owes If be's

ab
“That's wm‘\ she says b sars bwil

she shook her bead. “It's hamd
mrl-n' 1oF & dead horse.”

“He'll do It, Mabaly,” sald Jacob,
loyul to. his absent frieod. “He par
talaly will If he's able. OB, Mahaly,
it most takes my breath awar to
think of lirin’ at tha ol plice agaln,
I can falsh my dinper with & thank
fuler heart just for the Bope of it.”

He was not disappolated, and their
next Thanksgiviog was (o thelr old
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