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CHAPTER XXXl ~—{Gontinusd.)

By this tine Kelth Bed reached &
daflnits declsion sa lo bis course. U
the fugilives recaived a fresh refay
of horses. down there samewhero, and
crossed the Arkansas, ha feit positive-
Iy aure ss to their destination. But it
would be usless pushing on After
them lu the present shape of his party
—their horses worp omt, and Walte
reeling giddily in the saddle. If Haw-
ler's outfit crossed tha upper lord, w-
wiird which they wers evidently head-
ing, and struck through:the sand hils,
than they wers making:for the refuge

tiog up. .

“Belanged to their outfit all right,
Cap.” be reporfed, “carries the doubls
aross brand and that ashebacg is
upon_the Smoker: saddls gails sull

L (16 thet puts ber fool down so fur|

».

the'| belng led.

- | bunch went from yers with thet split
-

h | stumbled outo tracks close In under

Bristoe, croeping about on hands and
knees, #tudled the signs with'ths eres
of an Indian.:

“You kin ses the diffrence yere
whar the ground ia sott, Cap,” he said,
poiotng to some tracks plalner than
the others. “This yere hoss bad &
rider, but the rest of ‘e was led;
thet's why they've bungled up ther
trall w0 Ap' It wa'm't ther same
buieh thet went back sast what come
from thar—ses thet split hoof! thar
aln't no spllt hoo! plinting ther other

y—but yere ls the mark of the erit-

oiltilde thet we'va bean s trallta’ from |
Bhefidah, an' she's p'inting east, an’
Now, let's ses whar the

hool

This whs not sg eastly aceom-
plished owing lo the nature of the
ground, but at last the searchers

the bank, and obe of thess reveaisd
the wplit boof.

“That makes Il ciear, Be
clalmed Keith, decldedly. staring out
across the river at the white mand-
hilis. “They have kept on the edie of
the water, making for the tord, whisn
Is yonder at the bend. They mre out
id the sand desert by this time riding
for the Salt Fork. Whoever be was,
the fallow brought them five horwas.
and the five old coes ware taken emat |
again on the trall. The girl ix still
with the party. and we'll go intc Car-
son City and Teoutfit”

CHAPTER XXXIV.

Again st the Cabin.

They wers tWo Weary d4ays resch-
ing Carson City, travellng along the
open tratl yot meeting with so one,
a0t even a mall cosch passing them.
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Fork  Now, angTy With bafled ambl-
tlon, and & victim of Ber trickery.
there was oo guessing o what ex
tremes (be desperadc might resort
The possibliities of suchk a shustion
made the slightest delay in rescue an
agony almost unbesrable. Reacking
Carson CHy, and parfectly reckiess as
to his own mafety there trom mrrest,
the plalnsman loat wo time In perfect-
ing arrangements for pushing for-
ward. Horsés and provisions were pro-
cured, And be very tortunately discor-
*red In town two cowboys belonging
1o the “Bar X" cutfit, thefr work (here
accomplished and about ready to re-

jturn to the ranch on the Canadian,

who gladly allled themaeives with bis
party. looking forward to the possi-
bllitles of a fght with kesn anticipa-
tlon. Kelth was more than ever de-
iighted with adding thess to his outnt,
when. an the final Arrival of (he oth-
ers, the extra man brought trom Bher
idan annouticed thal be bad bad
encugh, and waz golog to remsin
there. No efforts made revealed any
knowiedge of Hawley's presence It
Carson Clty: either he had not been
thers, or else bie friends wars very
carefully concealing the fact. The ut-
ter abweuce of any Lrace, however, iad
Keith to belleve that the gambler haa
gone  slaswbere—probably to  Fort
Larned—for his Dew outfit, and this
bellet loft him more fully convincad
than ever of the fellow's sfforu w
conceal bis trail

The party escorting Walte reached
the town !n the evening. and in the
following grar dawn the adventurers
forded the river, and mounted ox frean
borses snd fully equipped. headed
forth Into the mand hills. The Htue
company now conslsted of Helth, Patr
baln, who, in spite of his rotundity
of form bad proven himself hard and

more horrible by its sembiance to W

tor, yet never templng them to siray
aside. | After the first mile converss
ton ceased, the men riding - grimly,
silently forward, lotent only oo car-
aring ail the distance posaible. Liate
that night they camped at the waler-
bole, sieeping as best they could,
acourgad by the chill wind which
swept over them and lashed grit Iato
miposed fmces. With the firat gray of
dawn they ng stiffened forms into
the saddies and rode on, stralght s
the crow fles, for the Salt Fork. Ther
attalned that stream at sundown, KTAY
with sand dust. thelr mces streaked
from perspiration, feeling as though
the sun rays had burned thelr braina,
with horses fairly reeling under them.
According to Kelth's caleulation thls
eattie-tord must be fully ten miles be-
low where the cabln sought was situ-
ated; two hours’ rest, with water and
food, would put both horses and mea
agaln in conditien, mnd the traveling
was ecaster aleng the bank of the
Fork. With this In mind, cloches wers
loosensd, the animals turmed out to
gTazs, and ths men, snatching & hasty
bits, fung themseives wearily om the

wround.

All but Fairbatn were ssieep when
Kelth aroused them once more, a Httle
before nlne, unsble n his Impatience

utes horses were saddied,
luoked to carefully, snd the litils party
Dean their advance through the dark-
ness, moving cauticusly aver the uo-
even ground, ssalsted grestly by the
bright desert stars gleaming down up-
on them from the cloudless sky over-
hesd. The distance proved somewhat
less than bad been aniicipsted, and
Kelth's watch was ot yet at eleven,
whén his eyes revealed the fact that
they bad resched the near viclnity of
lonely Island on which the eabin
stood. Reining lo his iLorse sharply,
be swung to the ground, the others in:
stantly following. his exampls, realls
ing ther had resched the end of the
routa Hands lnatinctively joosgied
ravolvers In iness for mctlon, the
younger of sha "Bar X™ men whistling
saftly in az effort to appear uncon-
cerned. Kelth, with a gesture, gather-
ol them more closely about him.

“If Hawley ls here hlmsell,” be sald
quistly, watching their faces In the
starlight, “be will certaloly have =
4oard wel, and thers may be ons any-
bow. We can't afford Lo take chances,
for thers will be fiva men, al least, b
the island, and posaibly several more.
1t they are looking for trouble they
will naturally sxpect It to coma from
the north—conssquently we'll make
our attack from the opposits direction.
and cresp In on them under the shad-
ow of the corral. The frst thing |
want to do s L locate Mise Walte so
she will be in no danger of gettng
burt In the melee. You bays hold your
fire untll [ let looss or girve the word
Now, Doctor, 1 want you mnd Neb te
cr4ep up this bank unul you are di-
reclly apposits the cablo—be'll know
the spot—and le thers out of aignt
until we begin the shooting. Then
both sail in as fast as you can. Uil
take Bristos sad you two "Bar X* men
along with me, and when we turn
looss with cur ahvoling irons you can
all reckon the fgat ls on. Aay of you
Kot questions 10 askT"

No one sald anything, the stlence ac
ceated by the desert wind howling
mournfully io the branches of near-by
cottonwood.

“All Tight then, bors, dan't get x-
cited and go off bal? cocked; be sasr
on your trigger fngers. Come along
you fellows who are travellng with

me. .
‘Do tour crossed the stream. wadiog

”

previously feit re

presence on the island e

the party sought wers dissipsted by the
unmistakable nolse made by

iform service

ILLINOIS

!t the sult brought

lotf, Hesakiah Willinms and Jates C.
to test the constitutionality of

the civil service Taw. At the same

clally comcurring opinion which wil.
limit the operstion of the act to em-
ployes of the stats who do mnot per

directly connected with
the econstitational dutles of the gover
#or, Heutenant governor, secrotary ol
#tate, audltor, tremsurer, superintend
ent of publle Instruction and attornes
reneral.

Springfield —Charles R Coon, s
reteran  Odd Fellow ot this city, |
died at the . statebouss. whare
for years he has been employed As ar
assistant in the State Historical U

. The body was found lying os
the fisor of the library. The death of
Mr. Coon, so far az can be Temem
bered, la the first that ever odcurred
within the capitol bullding.

Bpringleld—The supreme courl '
Becided that the parsonages of
churches were Dot erampt from taxs
tlon in cases brought from DeKalt
<county appealing from the aetlon of
the board of review, which had taxed
the parsonage of the First Congress
tienal church and the rectory of the
Catholic church.

Pontlac.—Blackburne  collage "4t
Carlinville bas obtained ¢ 423000
through the will of the lste Mrs
Ann Brehver of Peorla, It I to be
beld In trust as & permanent fund. the
annual incoms from which shall be ex
Péuded In mesisting Indigent young
meép. married or unmarried. who are
atudying for the Presbrierian mints
try.

Hpringfield —Joseph  Nellls, wha
was mentenced In lroquols county
on & charge of robbery and wha, vio
Inted his parvle, will ba returned te
Troquols county. Governor Denees Is
suéd u requisition on the governor of
Missourl for tha return of Nellls te
this state. He ! in jall & Be~Louls

<~ d

Dizon.—BiricXen  with  spoplery
& few moments after he had
been chosen & delegits to the Demo
cratic stats convention at Peoris.
Michael Maloney never regained con
sclousness and dled. He was treas
urer of Las county tn 1890 and post.
master of Dixon from 188¢ to 1838
He was born in Dixen sixtyone years
ago. Mr. Maloney was president of
the Flelcher Manufacturing company.;
director of the Dizon Buliding aad
Loay assoclation, s member of the.
Halghts of Columbus and Order of)
Elks. i

Chempalgh, —Dean  Harker ' hnk
tompleted the program for the frst
anrual meeting of the iliinols Bor
clety of the American Institute of
Criminal Law and Criminology, whlch
is to be held in the University of Il
nols School of Pharmacy bufldiag in
Chicago May 0 and 10. Bpeakers
will include N. W. McChesney of Chi-
cago, Prof. C. R. Handerson of the
Univeraity of Chlicase and R H
Gaulty of Northwestern university.

M:hm»bcfm—),r an election con-
est here by G. W. HII before
Tudge 1. H. Webb for the Repablican
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op! e of the
Fiftyfirat senatorisl distriet, HIl wen
the nomination over Elwood Barker
by 32 votes, Yhe recount of Heaver
Creek precinct changing Darker's ap
parent majority of 18 votes iate de
teat.

Pontlac—~For the first tme in bis
tory ' there blds falr b ue
officer of the law in Benr Cresk
townsbip .In Christlan county. H
er polltical party, placed a candidate
for constable on thalr ticket &t the re-
cent primary slection. The town of
Palmer i this township has had Do
polloenian for nearly two yesrs.

Chicago. — Tw¢ men wers run
over and killed by raflrond (ratns
Thomas Breen, 8 section loreman for

Iiizals Central rallroad, was found
dead. on. the right of way north of
£ wirvet. His body was
mutlilated and he fs baiteved to have
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