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CHAPTER XXIV.—GContinued,

The day grew dark mna murky ss
ey moved steadily forward, the wind
tlew cald from out the northwest, the
beavy canopy of cloud settied Jower In
& frosty fog, whish graduaily abscured
the This mist me so
thick that the men sould scarcely ses
& hundred yards in any direction. and
Hamlin placed a pockst compass en
- his saddispommel. The trail was less
distinet as they traversed a  wide
streak of alkall, but what few algns re-
mained convineed Wasson that the fu-
Eitives wers atlll together, and riding
southward. Under concealment of the
fog his previous caviion relazed, and
ha lod the &t & steady trof

“Focksts turned inalde out,” he sald,
bask. “The poor devil!”
“Had ‘quite & Tow here” returned
the scont. “That stain over thar s
bicod, an’ it never come from him, fer
‘he died whar he fall.
ot

He stirred up the seatiored ashes,
and then passed over and looked at
the dead man.

“What do yer think, Bargeant!”

- bers to eat, maybs
five bours ago,” pushing the ashes
about with his toa. “The fire kas besn
out that. long. they got tnto a

—Connors and Dupont—for he
was shot with & Colt '45;" no Inidan
ever did that. Then they wtruck out
Agaln with two led horses, [ should
say they wers thres or four hours
ahand, travellng alow.”

“Good enough,” and Wasson patted
bls arm. “You're a plalnemas sl
right, ‘Brick:* Tou kin sure read signs.
h story, as |
maks it Nuthin' fei u&an but
 BnAtch & bite an' go o, honace
‘re. fresher'n -theirs. 1]

Bouth—geat*

There conld be no doubt of this, s
the shalter of the sand ridge had pre
sarved m piain trail, although o few
yards beyond, the sweeplng wind had
nlresdy almost obliterated every sign
of passage. The four men ate heartily
of their eold provender, discussing the
Eitustion In & few brisf sentences.
Wasson argued that Dupent was bead-
Ing for some Indian winter encamp-
ment, thinking to shift responsibility
for the crime upon the savages, thus
permitting Nim to retarn once
to stvilization, but Hamlin clung to his
original theory of  hide-out upon Du-
pont's old cattle-rangs, and that a fiur
pose other than the mers robbery of

All alike, how-
w¥er, were convinesd that th

the Canadian river for conceslment.
It wils not yet dark when they agaln
pleked up the teall,

ﬁmmn.ﬂuﬂg the stars,
dmnmwhlummmmm
muMMnM;nlm
Up to this time there had been no do
vhﬂui:ﬂim&n:mm&-

sould longer distinguished,

little party decided om riding

3 o fugh
tives ware seeking the wild bluffs of :

i

sling N

“Dismount; wind the rops around
your pommels. Sam. How faris it o
the Clmarron?™

1 may drift to the
west, but that won't loss ws much.
Come on, now,"”

“Hamiln, let me break trafl”
“We'll take it turn about, Ham.
be worse In an hour than i is
All ready, boys.”
Blinded by the slest,

swirl of the storm.
CHAPTER XXV

In the Blizzard, N

There was no cesgation, no abaie
ment.  Across n thousand miles of
plain the iveladen wind swept down
upon ther with the relentless Tury of
4 burricane. driviog the ssow cryatais
Into thelr faces, buffeting them meret-
lesaly, numbing their bodies, and biind-
Ing thelr eyes, In that awful grip they
looked upon Death, but struggied om,
as real men must ustl they fall
Broathing was agony; every step be
came & torture; flngers grasping the
horses Bits grew stiff amd deadsned

IOTE | by Prost; they reeled [lke drupken

men, stghtless In the mad swirl, deat
wnad by the pounding of the biast
Against thair esrs. cotsclousnens
left them! only dumb fstinet kept
them batiling for life, staggering for-
ward, foot by foot, odd phantasies of
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Hamlln lifted bis hesd from
sheltar of his horse's mane.
T

on the snow, “How long do thess bils
zards generally isst, Bam?”
“Blow themselves out In about thres
dayn.

! Godl

“Thres days
liva 1t out hers™

Jured Hmb, and then sought the face
of Wasson,

“What the hell can wa dot™

“Go on; thet's all of It; go on Ul
wa drop, lad. Come, ‘Brick my boy,
and the scout gripped th
shoulder, “you're ot the kad
down. We've been In worse
i this and pulled out.

and me 6 make Let's

erunch some hardisck apd go on,
afore the whole thres of us freezs
atig”

The Sergeant thrust out his hand.

“That fent what's laken the nerve
out of me, Bam,” he said soberly. "Ity
thinking of the girl out in all this
with thoss devile™

"Likely as uot she atn't," returned

i,
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wmder | message to New Haveo.

i.

ASHINGTON.~It you will look
oist of the window of a high butld-
Hg und begin & count of the fagpoles

A man who has an intimats Imowi-
#dge of such things told he writer
ihat he had computed that thers are
500 above the roofs of Wash:
ington city. A number of private and
public buildiogs wupport more than
one pole. The capliol has four per
manont stafls, oue on the senats side,
one oo the roof of Lhe house, one at
the west front and one st the east
front. On the state, war snd pavy
bullding are three poles, one for ssch
of tha quartered In that

ings you will probably be
by the number. Tha ides of the build-
or of & Washington business

Ome some of the more notabls pri-
vats bufldings & fiag Is kept Aying all
ha tiste, night and day, and when
whipped Into ribbions by the winds s
replaced. , On many privats bufldings
the flag Is hauled down in the
fng; oo mahy bufldings the flag te run
up only on oceasions of celebration;
on & few bulldings which are sur
mounted by flagpoles a flag never ap-
Dears and the Inference is that a flag

Subpoenaed Man *Cum

HERE walked inte the hearing

room of the senate lobby fnvest-
tors the other day a lank man, wear-

& & yellow lmen daster, 5 black
#louch hat, and & yellow-gray beard
t looked fike hall a yird of corn-
. He carried in his band & yellow

lelegram.

“Well, I'm here,” announced the
stranger to the capito] eop guerding
the door of the committes room. *1
wum €2 gulck ex I could and here 1
am.”

The yellow telegram was u sub
poena addressed  to Dy, Baldwin,
Cleveland. Ohlo. and” commanded the
person designated to appear before the
Investigators forthwith. Mr. Baldwin
wis attending a class rennlon at Yale
yuiversity, and the offies boy at his
Cleveland quarters had forwarded the
Thers the
telegraph company, for wast of spe

Instraetions, had looked up A. D.
Baldwin in the city directory and serv.
od {he telegraphic subpoens apoh the
first A D. Baldwia In slght

There was parley with the commun-
tee clerk. and explanations followed
The wrong Mr, Baldwin averrsd that
"It ‘the commilttes ,wuEn't in a hurry
for him* He thought he'd just stroll
around snd take a look at this shack

“T halat been to Weshington sence
1865, he announced, ss he Indicsted

crowded On the
department ars two poles, one o the
wast und the other on the west tower,
Some of the big new offies bulldings
CAITY more than one fagpols. On the
Colorado - buliding are three. Even
#ome of the older bulldings are not
content with one. On the Ebbitt
housa are four.

A tall pole fa 60 feet. A few in the
city rise a little above this helght *
The ave cost of one of theso

v | poles, including the installation of it

in §200. z
In the grousds of the naval and pil-
itary catablishmenis In and .areund
Washington the masts rise 360 foet,
but they are ln two or three sections.’

E2 Quick Ez He Could”

&

his faded cont, “and I'd like to soe of
it hes changed. much.”

Finally, it was explaihed to Mr
Baldwin that he was not. the man
wanted. “The committen  will pay
your sxpenses and your day'ysérvies,”
sald " the clerk “What Bre_your ex-
pensta " f

“Oh. 1 dunno” replied the wrong
Mr. Baldwin. I pald fer my rafirond -
Heket, I guess that was all Ok oo,

I had to pay a nickel ter ride serost:
New York" .
“Haven't you eaten anything?™ de-

manded the clerk.

“Ob, wsure” replied the wrong Mr.
Baldwin. " ot & snack in New York .

4 to pay the wrong Mr. Baldwin the
som of §26.80.

Battleships Indiana and

WO more warships of the United
States navy, & few short years ago
the most  powerful

In the world are to be
mmh—wlhh::;‘l::
modern dreadnoughty e
o remalng then sold for junk.
the Massachasetts.

Massachusatts as Targets

sefts and Indlana  wers bullt at
Cramps’ shipyard and were launched
In 1852 Thelr’ main armament cons -
sists of four 13inch guns snd eight 8-
Inch guns and thelr speed was about
16 knots an hour. Each vessel cost
33,083,352,

Modern battleahips have a speed of
21 kpots, a displacement of 27500
tons, and their armament cossists of




