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ARLEPHONE. BARRINGTON NO.1

NEf REALLY A SALES TAX
. We were asked recently why we have made an about
face within thd Tist six months on our advocacy of a state
sales tax n: meatis of raising revenue for support of govern-
ment, We werd, iminded that we had pleaded, editorially,
for a sales tux 1 pl personal property taxes and lower

real estate taxe A
We did expiniss our viewpoint that a sales tax ean be
the fairest and fiihst equitable of pll taxes and that it should
be adopted for ke purpose of relf
of tax hurdened - groperty. We atill adhere to that viewpoint,
have ohjicted to the Hlinois 2 per cent occupational
tax now in 4€fuy<md insist that it is just as inequitable if
not more so thiy real estate taxes. It is popularly called a
sales tax and itig} techn v known as an occupational tax
whereas, it is m“v.:lzly mehm a pure sales tax nor a pure
obcupational tax.

The tax i @J.ic-vd upon the retail trade of Ilinois and
in that sense :g Jif an occupational tax, To be afair occupa-
tional tax it <a]'umhi he placed upon all oecupations: retail,
wholesale, m.uu“,pcm:nu., professional, agricultural, mining,
ete. It should bi g¥tax on net business and not on gross busi-
ness. These x‘inﬁn es are accepted indisputably where
occupational ta%id are in effect—except in llinois.

\\’]:rrlt-.x:xlcrﬁfrmaxluffmulnrw farmers, lawyers, doctors
and many athesgfoups escape the direct burden of the state
occupational taxgEven some retailers, those who sell only
services and nqf Jangible personal property, escape the tax.
The burden onEr t responsibility falls heavily upon that
small part of th¥state’s population, the persons engaged in
selling tangibledpyirsonal property at retail.

The tax is sipposed to be passed on to the consumer
and in/Ahat r -q)cq only resembles a sales tax. The attorney
genc@l issued gidinterpretation in which he explained that
merchants may ikclude the amount of the tax in their cost
of doing business wnd add iinto the prices of the commodi-
ties they sell. Inethis respect the sales tax is supposed to be
passed on to thi general consuming public; but unfortun-
ately this eannpti’be done equitably. The many merchants

- who sell low-piiged articles find themselves between the|®
devil and the deeji blue gea. For example the public refuses
to pay one-cent {uxes on five-cent articles on the grounds
that this amounts to a 20 per cent tax and nét a two per
cent tax. Conseqiiently, the merchants cannot collect on the
low priced url«.l?y.mnu though they have to pay taxes on
the sale of théaw articles. Purt of the general consuming
public refuse l‘Ag"?ﬁ! ta on articles of long standing un-
varying prices n| ‘mationally advertised prices! In order to
avoid argumenfgiwith these customers, a few of the mer-
chants fail to-ir
unfair competitidy against other merchants who do insist
on tax paymenfs¥A small percentage of retail trade selling
commodities of Widely ing prices take advantage of a
chance to profitaer under the tax law. This falls unfairly
on the general | q'lulw :

. The above pri a'few of the réasons why we'de not favor
the Tllinois law;Mle do believe that a real sales tax, charged
against the whblpsaler or even original producer—and of
course passed omghrough the retail outlets to the consuming
public—would
tute for the e

in property taxes,

is not,a sales tax. It |
a ghastly imifafiim of an income tax levied on a small per-
centage -of llm,",'h}m inkomes in the state regardless of
whether. those, ug‘ma incomes include net incomes or heart
breaking ul(fiﬂsi‘

HHE SPIRIT OF A TOWN

The qualitiiand character of communities vary with
the type of (sm%nry who make them up. Some towns are
without much sghh]unvc of ordinary decency, the buildings
and homes wth’u them for the most part being shoddy and
run-down, whilé t{te men and.women who are seen sitting or
walking about, {rrjestly just sitting), are about as agile and
speedy in their jilrambulations as a lfb'miezr moving over a
mountain area,

There are é:kp) such towns in lh|= world—nearly all of
them with nnmﬂh‘ ‘decreasing populatiohs. They have “gone
to seed,” and dectdes will pass before many of them reap a
'bellw (‘mp‘

re other communities who reveal to the

rees of progress and improvement, whose
populaces are espondingly more animated, whose build-
ings and homes @1 the cock-eyed world that: “Here, folks,
s a place wherd llife may be lived to ita fullest. Come and
live with us, uqrf{_p ourselves, rear your families, and other-
wise be of umul heer and enduring peace.”

After all, SPIRIT and the COOPERATION of
a group of hum’g[rhmnm who constitute what we call com-
munities that ,;-nmm- the quality and the character of|.
them. What ]me@n THINK, what they HOPE and YEARN
for, what they aag willing to BACRIFICE for are generally
reflected in the” a;h_yﬂlcnl property within thelr corporate
dimits. And the ualities are also reflected in the speedier
and more progrégilive perambulations of people who can out-
walk any glacier<ithat ever thawed its way over the land-
scape—Eccentry’ Birmingham, Mie

ing owners and renters| ...

“l on payment of the tax, thus setting up i

popular and comparatively fair substi- 4
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The half billion dollars for upe
ployment relief which congress voted
up it last session probably will be
wsed dip by May of next year. ilsnr;‘

. federal emermency

making this pred
o i bl
would e weked ai that
At of the $500,006,000
nepriated, $ 420 bad heen
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ent. Tagsevalt deelnre

8 that the esoperation of i
viduals in helping 1o afford relief 1o
distronsed people s an eseentisl part
of the gutermment’s program,  The
president adressed the 1083 mobili.
satlon for human niesds in o confer

agrncies throwehiout e souniry

Thétre s no e bope for the sue
ress of 0 guaranly of the deposits of
the member banks of the F

wrve System than there way in the
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#r prsociation tald, Meptember
8 by Gov, Alteed . Tamion of Ren:
sis. I an address before the wnnial
wurention of the ameintion ar Chi-

Nevertheloms, "the
warnod, Seplember 0. by Jesse 1L
Jonew, chuirman of the Ricorstraetion
Finanre ecorporation, that “thoss of
ol whe think you are poing ta get
rid of deposit {nsurance ae the next
sessiin ofcongress slmgly do not
Enow your congresa’t

hankers  wore

A wparate file of fingemrints of
" mareern, Katess am exd
tortioniets hax been petablished by the
division of Envestigation, 4!!"Mﬂn|rm
af jutice On Reptember 1 it contalned
ZAWI0 single flugerprints, represent
ing 2060 individuale The file is i
wreasing size daily through thy re-
eeipt of additional prints from law
wuforcement w-rrwml»« throughont the
country, Thi separaie from the
it cullictien ot Tstrirate
mumber of which, Septomber 1, (o{alnt
STOM0. with an averape f 200
fingerprint reeinds being recelved fai
Iy, aeconling tn a statement issced by
e departieat of justie.

With expenditures, rduced 20 per
cent and revenue almost detibled ‘aver
8 year ago, the goverament still is
operating at a defieit, practieally all
af whieh is due to the emorgeney re-
rovery program, Treasurs depariment
reports showing the finaneial enndi.
Hut of the government early in Sep-
tember reveal that in a little more
thatt two months of the premnt fiscal
year a deficit of $231,721,771 has been
incuered. During the same period ex
Penditures of Jmerissdy Myricies v
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Rasing Apple Husiness
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per cent

Twe Northern Hawlks

Both the broad-winged and rough-
leaged hawk are northern birds nid
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