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INTRODUCTION. 

But before completing their plans they learned that the Philadelphia Conference, at its 
late session, had appointed Revs. J. B. M'Cullough, A. Rittenhouse, and J. B. Dennison a 
committee, to prepare specimens of an improved Record, to be submitted to the Conference 
at its next session, and, if approved by it, forwarded to the General Conference for adoption. 

On inspecting the specimens prepared by this committee, the publishers found that 
they were more complete than any other that had been submitted, and contained several 
important items not in their own draft. But on the whole they were thought to be too 
elaborate for ordinary use, requiring more entries than most ministers would be willing to 
make, and withal making the work too expensive for most Churches. 

To harmonize all views we invited the chairman of the above-named committee to 
meet us at our office, to which he kindly assented. The whole field was carefully surveyed, 
the different points of interest thoroughly canvassed, and the plans for the present volume 
drawn out. 

The Record thus prepared, as will be seen by examination, contains nine departments 
which are arranged in the following order, namely: 

I. HISTORICAL RECORD. 

II. PROBATIONERS' RECORD. 

III. CLASS RECORDS. 

IV. ALPHABETICAL RECORD OF MEMBERS IN FULL CONNECTION. 
V. CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD OF OFFICIAL MEMBERS. 

VI. PASTORAL AND STATISTICAL RECORD. 
VII. RECORD OF BAPTISMS. 

VIII. RECORD OF MARRIAGES. 

I X. APPENDIX. 

The ma,nuer of using these different departments will be fully explained on the title-
page of each respectively. 

The Record will be bound up in two or three different sizes, so as to meet the wants of 
Churches of every grade, from a membership of one hundred to a thousand. Each book, 
however, will embrace all the departments, and retain the relative proportion of the 
several parts. 

By the use of this book we shall have uniformity in our Records throughout our 
entire work, so that .a minister having learned the manner of keeping them in one charge 
will be prepared to keep them properly in any other charge to which he may be sent. 

Hoping that this effort may give general satisfaction and lead to a better system of 
Church book-keeping, we commend this volume to the favorable consideration of those for 
whose use it has been provided. 

PHILLIPS & HUNT. 
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