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thing! No: go away, Black-Beile! [

woa't have anything to do with you. It
‘was all your doing. You kmow it wan”
And the pretty brown head was again
buried eeply fn the cushidns, and the
bammotk shook with the wirt's conrvul-
nive soba.

The little black calf eyed ber mis-
tress In wide eyed wonder, then nosed
the hammock geotly. Whatever had
‘beens the matter thess lnat three days?
Bhbe eould mot

The girl suddenly ul up and tossed
ber bair from ber tear reddened eyes.

“Yes, you wretched litle creature, 1t
was all rwrdolul right through! Your
frighteding Dick's horses and our quar:
reling over It aud golog on and on;

* then my saying I'd Just go and marry
Bam t: bis asking fatber, and fa-
ther shylug yes, end then saying 1
bave to, when [ wanted to back out un.
Jess Bam ngreed, but he wouldn't. Oh,
I Just horrible! And 1 hoate bim:

*Unehe Bammy! Why, folks would

NE THREW IT NACK TOWAND TIE DOOR.
“TAKE THAT, YOU FooL!

be culling we ° West? And e

ouly twenty lill‘“‘ TIN‘J'I] do it for

splte. Ob

“And when 1 love-Dick so much, Ob,
If mother were only 1iving:

“Dut there's fatber nt ile gate. 1
nuppese Ul have to cheor up aml stfle
and be Lright, and everyihing, or be'll
be angry.

“Why, what's the matter? There's
something wrong with Lim?!"

There won sometsing wrong On lis
way frow fown & sudden nod opex-
pected gust of wind had envelo
Bherif Bark ln dust, tiiling his eyes,
and be was scarcely able {3 see, and
for balf an hour Milly forgot her own
misery in attending ber fatber. When
sbe Lod done all shie could to case his

aged them and Jel bim* e the
ehale In the dinlsg room, where be
sank back, silll suffering conshleralie
paln and moch out of temper.
Meantlme Dlack-Belle liad tred of
searching the long grass of the orchanl
for windfalls nnd had sought the fenes,.

to powder enviongly on the freodom of
the dusty road beyond. Huaddenly, as
actlag on & thought, she turned and
trotted briskly Lack about the hooss
and down fhe line towand e road,

The lane gate was closm!

Indiguantly Blick-Belle butted Lant
ngalust it, shoved sideways agninst it
backed agalost It but all 16 wo pur
pose. Thrusiing ber head v the
bars, she ssught to ralec I8, afier the
mauner of Samson, bt fml‘lm!y Ehe
spied the blg Iron E oking her
nose heneath 11 she lzfln! L Tt fell
back in ite place. Whh 0 tes of re-
sentment she ralsed it oagain,  Theli
disappolnted amd cross, she tofmeld
about and strolled toward the house,
Khe muet bo watlefied  with  other
smuseme

iy, rullnl the sherlf, "o you
sew Bim West coming up the road ¥

*No, |ln|!" replisd Milly from the
iteben,

“Reep a lookout for blm.  John =ald
he'd et him talked over to local tion
all right teday apd smd bim over ta
Ign the
“Ab, this I8 Bl Be added nogram-
matieally n moment later. catching the
click of the gate latch and fostfalls on
ithe path. The footsteps paused Wfore
the open door,

*“(iood evening, Bam.” sald the sherlf?
affaliy.

The nnswer was rpt i,

The sherlls prispective son-in-law
was an excenlingly eccoutric man,
a hundred oddl iricks of speech
and manner, even of silenos, which
were of pecullar siguificance (o (hose
wha lenew Lim, nd in that contempin.
s suort Eherll Back read an unbook-
ol for but certaln opposition to o canee
be had andently taken to heart. Flis
siready ruflied temper gare way, and,
throwing himself back in the chalr, be
exclaltied warmiy amd bitterly: “You
needn't say another word-—not another
word! 1 know sll you mean—evers
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