CHAPTER XIV—Continued.
- Bhe gared at me without flinching.
"And 1 suppose,” she sald satirically,

pellen

that, though [ may bave been made In-
to a moral cowand, I'm not a physical
coward? Dom't bully msd threaten.
It's useloss.” .

I put my hand strongly on her
shoulder—{aunts and jeors do mot
turn me  aside. “What dld you
mean?" | repeated.

“Take your hand off me,” she com-
manded.

“What did you mean?” I repeated
sternly. “Don't be afrald to answer.”

She was very young—eo tho taunt
“1 was about to tell you,”

I took advantage of this to extri-
cate mysolf from the awkward po-
#ition in which she had put me—i
took my band from her shoulder.

*]l am golng to leave,” she an-
nounced,

“You forgot that you are my wife,”

d L

“I am not your wife,” was her an-
swer, and If she had pot looked so
childilke, there in the moonlight all
in white, I could not have held myself
in check, 8o Insolent was the tone and
B0 heipless of ever being able lo win
ber did sho make me fool

“You are my wifo and you will stay
here with me,” | relterated, my braln
on fire.

*] am my own, and 1 shall go where
I please, and do what 1 pleass” was
her contempluous retort.  “Why won't
you be reasonable? Why won't you
Bee bow utterly unsuited we are? I
don't ask you to be a gentleman—bat
Just & man, and be sshamed even to
‘wish to detaln & woman agalost her
win”

1 drow up a chair so close to her
that to retreat, she was forced to ait
in the broad windowseat. Then [
woated mysolf. “By all means, let
us be reasonable” sald L . “Now, let
me explain my position. 1 have heard
you and your friends discussing the
wiews of marriage you've just been
axpressing. Their views may bel
right, maybe more civilized, more
‘sdvanced’ than mine. No matlter.
They are not mine. 1 hold by the
old standards—and you are my wife
~—mine, Do you understand?!” All
this as tranquilly as If we were dis-
cussing falr weather. “And you will
five up w0 the obligation which the
marriage service has put upon you™

She might have been s marble stat-
o pedestaled In that window geat.

“You married ma of your own free
will—for you could have proteated to
the preacher and ha would have sus-
tained you You tacitly put certaincon-
ditions on our marriage. | assented to
them. 1 have respected them. /1
shail continue to respoct them. But
—when you married me, you dida't
marry & dawdling dude chattering
‘advanced ideas’ with his head full
of libertinlsm. You married a man
And that man I8 your husband.”

1 walted, but she made no comment
—not even by gesture or movement)
Bhe simply sat, ber hands Interlaced
in her lap, ber eyes stralght upon
mine. i

“You say let ps be reasomable” 1

“Yes,” she answersd.

1 Ignored this. “Think it over, An-
Ita," I urged—she soomed to me 8o
lige a swoel, spolled child again. I
longed to go stralght at her about
that other man. 1 siood for & moment
with Tom Langdon's name on my lps,
but T could pot trust myself. 1 wemt
AWAY t0 my OWnA rooma.

I thrust thoughts of het from my
miod, I spent the night gnawing upon
the ropes with which Mowbray Lang-
don and Roebuck had bound me, band
and foot. 1 now say they were ropes
of steel—and it had been broad
day before I found that weak strand
which ia in every rops of human
make,

XXV.
THE WEAK STRAND.

No sane croéature, not oven & sans
bulldog, will fight simply from love of
fighting. When & man Is attacked,
he may be sure he bas excited elther
fear or cupldity, or both. As far as
1 could see, it absurd that e
pldity was Inciting Langdon and Roe-
buck against me. 1 hadn't enough to

nopoliriag the coal, despite Roebucks
oarnost to that

the combine was purely and
was really only with the

Iabor question, Galloway, & grest man-
ufacturer, or, rather, & huge levier
of the tazes of dividends and interest

could
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& puzzled glance she thought I did not
ather

upon
not Lut be uncasy.

Before I rose that morning 1 had &
tentative plan for stirring him to me-
tion. 1 was elaborating It"cn the way
down town In my electric. It shows
how badly Anita was crippling my
braln, that not until 1 was almost at
my office did it ocour to me: “That
‘was a tremendons luxury Roebuck in-

-{ dulged his consclence In last night.

It fsn't like Bim to forewarn a man,
aven W he's sure he can't escape.

his prayers were hot in his
mouth, still, it's strange he didn't try

me|to fool me. In fmct, it's sudplcl

In faot—" #

“Then Il not see you agaln for sev-

oral ddys,” sald I, most vusinesslike.
“It you wanl thing, thoro will be
Monson out at the stables where he
can't annoy you. Or you can get me
on the long distance. Good-by. Good

And I nodded carolessly and friend-
lily to her, and went away, enjoylng
the plessure of having startled her
Into visible astonlshment. “There's
a better game than lcy hostility, you
very young, young lady,” sald 1 to
mynelf, “and that game Is friendly
indIfforence.”

Alva would be with her. Bo she
was secure for the present and my
mind was free for “finance.”

At that tima the two most powerful
men In finance were Galloway and
Roebuck. In Spaln I once saw a
fight between & bull and & tigor—or,

The Instant the idea
was falrly before my mind, [ knew
I bad lot his canting fool me once
more. | entered my offices, feeling
that the blow had already fallen; and
1 was wurprised, but not relleved,
when T found everything calm. “Put
fall it will within an hour or so—be-
foro I can move to avert It sald I
to mysell.

And fall it did. At eleven o'clock,
Just an | was setilng out to make my
first move toward heating old Galle-
way's heels for the war-path, Joo came
In with the news: “A general lock-
out’s declared In the coal reglons. The
operators have stolen & march on the
men who, so they allege, were secret
Iy getUng ready to strike. By night
every conl road will be tied up and
every mine shut down*

Joo knew our coal interests were
heary, but he did mot dream his news
meant that befors the day was over
wo would be bankrupt and not able
to pay fifteen cents on the dollar,
he knew oncugh to throw

weont on. “Well, let us be
There may come & tUme when woman
ean be free and Independent, bat
that time is & long way off yet. The
world |s organized on the balsls of
every woman's having & protector—
of every decent woman's having &
husband, waless she remalns in the
bome of some of her blood-relations.
There may be women strong enough
to set the world at deflance. DBut you
are not one of them—and you know It
You have shown It to yoursel! agaln
mnd agaln In the Iast forty-elght hours.
Your bringing-up has kept you & child
fn real knowledge of real life, as
distinguished from life
fonable hothouse. If you tried to as
mert your so-called Independence, you
would be the easy proy of a scound-
rel or seoundrels. When I, who have
lived In the thick of the fght all my
life, who have learned by many a sur+
prise/and defeat mever o sleop e3-
the sword and gun in hand,

THE PRIMEVAL BAVAGE IN ME
tempt them. Thus, I was-forced to
copclude that | must possess &
strength of which | was unaware, and
which stirred even Roebuck's fears
But what could It ba?

Pesides Langdon and Roebuck and
me there were six principals in the
proposed Coal combine, thres of them
richer and more influential In fnance
than even Langdon, all of them ex-
eept possibly Dykeman, the lawyer,
or pavigating oficer of the combine,
more formidable fgures thanm | Yet
pone of these men was being assalled.
“Why am | singled oul?™ | nsked
myself, and 1 felt that if 1 could as-
awer, 1 should find 1 bad the means
wholly or partly to defeat them. Hut
I could not explain to my satisfaction
even Langdon's sctivities against me.
1 felt that Anita was somehow, in part
at least, the cause; bul, even 80, how
had he succoeded in convineing Hoe-
buck that 1 must bo ol and
plucked into a groandiing?

“It must have something to do with
the Manasquale mines”™ 1 decided
“] thomght 1 had given over my com-
trol of them, but somehow 1 must
still have a control that makes me

-| too powerful for Roebuck to be at

sase 8o long as [ am afool and armed.”

THAT BLENDER WHITE THROAT AND CRUBH AND CRUK

CLOBE

BTRAINED TO

rather the beginalng of a fight. They
were released Iloto & huge irom cage.
After cireling It several times In the
same direction, searching for a way
out, they came face o face. The bull
toased the tiger; the tiger clawed the
bull. The bull roared; tiger
screamed.  Each retreated to his ewn
side of the cage. The bull pawed and
snorted as i be could hardly walt
to get at the tiger; the tiger crouched
and g and glared

him into a fever of fright. Ho watched
my calmness with terror. “Coal stocks

Recent
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GETS VERDICT FOR $10,000.

Fireman's Death Ascribed to Negli-
gence of C. B, & Q.

Virginia.—The jury which heard the
sulit of George Powers, administrator,
sgainst the Chicago, Hurlington &
Quincy rallroad in the clrenlt coart,
Eave o verdict for §10,000 damages.
The elalfi wra set for the death of
George Stlmson, a fireman, who was
kilfed last summer at Ipava.

Hiz englne was wrecked by colll
sion with & frelght car which had
besn blown onto the track from m shd-
ing by a windstorm during the night.
The contention was that thers should
have been some sort of safety ap-
pliance provided by the company to
guard agalnst such an accldent, and
the company denied negligence.

P

TO BURVEY ILLINOIS RIVER.
it

Corps of Civil Enginees In Readinass
to Begin Werk,

Pekln—A corpa of olvll engfncors
has mrrived In Pekin  and are  now
quartered In tents along the river
front. The government, some tlme
ago, ordered & survey of the NMinols
river at a time when the deep water-
way discusslon was at {ts  zenlth.
Since that time the sanitary district
of Chleago bas Interested Itself in the
matter and the corps of enginéee
now here s gathering data for ih

are ke & in
a eold wave,” he sald, like a fireman
at a sleeper in & burnlng house.
"Naturally,” sald I, unruffied, appar-
ently, “What can we do about 17"
“We must do something!™ be ex-
med.

“Yes, we must” 1 admitted. “For
instance, we must keep oool, espe-
clally when two or three dozen peo-
ple are watching us.  Also, you
must attend to your usual routine”

“What are you golng to doT" be
cried. “For God's sake, Mait, domt
keep me in suspenso!

“Go to your desk,” 1 commanded.
And be quieted down and went 1
badn't been schoollng him In the fre
drill for fteen yemrs lo vain.

1 went up the sireet and Into Lhe
great banking and brokerage house of
Galloway and Company. 1 made my
way through the amall army of guards,
behind which the old beast of prey
was intrenched, and into his private
den. There he sat, at a small, plala
table, In the middle of ihe room with-
out any article of furniture in It but
his table and his chair, On the table
wiis o small inkstand, perfectly clean,
a steal pen equally clean, on the rest
attached to it And that was all—
not a Jetter, not a scrap of paper, not
a slgan of work or of Intention W
work. It might have boen Lhe dosk
of a man who did oothing; ln fact
it was the desk of o man who had so
much to do that his ocly hope of es
cape from belng overwhelmed was
to despatch and clear away each mat-
ter the imstant it was presemted to
him. Many things could boe read from
the powerful form, bolt upright in that
stiff chair, and from the cynleal, mas-
terful old face. But to me the chiel
quality there revealed was that qual
ity of qualities, declslon—the greal
o8t power A man can have, sxcopt
only courage. And gld James Galle
way had both.

He plerced me with his blus eyes,
koon as & youth's, though his face wos
seamed with scars of seveaty tumuk
tuons years. He extended toward me
aver the table his broad, stubby white
hand—the hand of a bullder, of & con-
structive genius. “How are you,
Blacklock™ sald he. “What can 1
do for you! He just touched my
hand before dropping jt, and resumed
that 1dollike pose. Buot although
thers was only gepose and delibors-
tion in his manner, and dot & sugges
tlon of haste, I, like every one Who
came into that room .and that pres-
esce, had & senso of an Interminable
procession behind me, & procession
of men who must be scen by this

s If be wers going lnstantly to IMHK.

apon the bull But the bull did not | for

rush, neither 4id the tiger apring.
That was the Rosbuck-Galloway sit-
uatlon. 2

How to balt Tiger Oalloway to at-
tack Bull Roabuck—that was the prob-
lem 1 must solve, and solve straight-
way, If 1 could bring about war be-
tween the giants, spreading confusion
over the whole fleld of flnance and
filling all men with dread and fear,
there was a chance, that in the con-
fusion | might bear off part.of my
fortune. Certalnly, conditions would

eatlsfaction in sesing Roebuck clawed
and bitten In punishment for having
plotted agalnst me.

Mutoal fear bad kept thess two
st peace for five years, and most con-
sldarate and polite about each other's
“rights.” But while our country's In-

U that they might sabmit
important and pressing affairs to hlm

decision. 1L was unnecessary for
him to tell any one io be briel asd
polnted.

“] shall have to go to the wall to-
day,” sald 1, taking a paper from my
pockel, "unless you save me. Here
is & statement of my assets and Ma-
bilities. 1 eall to your sitestion my
Coal holdings. 1 was one of the
eight men whom Rosbuck got round
him for the new combine—it 1a a we-
crat, bat | sssume you know all about
n"

Ho lald the paper before him, pat
on his noseglasses asd Jooked at it

wed. )

. “are
very fond o' me. A good many of
“em gave pa some alippers on his birth

Zabra Would Be Useful.

Of all wikd snimals the sebra would
be most useful to man if domestd
cated. It is mot Hable to borse fever
or tastss 2.

The at has al-
lowed an sppropriation of $50.000 and
the state of Illinols will glve a liberal
amount to promote the waterway be-
tween Peorla and Lockport.

e
Burglars Work at Secor.
Secor—Burglars visited Secor and
entered Clayton Brothers’ saloon and
Henry Trown's hardware store. They
got little at the saloon, but at the
hardware store they blew open three
safes. Here they secured a little
change and abont §230 worth of guns,
ammunition and silverware. Nome of
the exploslons was  heard and the
work was not discovered untll the
morntng.  This Is the work of prob
ably the same gang which has dooe
jobs at Tremont and Deer Creek re-

eently,

Converted Baloon Keeper to Lecture.

Medorn,—Following closely on his
renanetation of the business of salodn
keeping, J. E. Teany, exliquor dealer
of Litchfield, has gone upon the lee-
ture platform In a campalgn azalnst
intemperance and viea of all kinds
Teany will appear in a number of
towns and cities in lllinols to fight
the llquor traffic with all the power
that he formerly wielded Iz Its be
half.

i Many Take Civil Service Test.

| Lincoln—Thirtytwo persons es
| sayed the civil servico tests at the
[ AL F. M. C, Imposed by the clvil serv-
jce board for the positions of nurse,

“GERTIE" NOW IN PRISON

Wife of Eddis Tats Fin Reaches
Bedside of Husband.’ 4

Peorfa~~In his room at Bt. Francis
hospltal lies Eddie Tate, and by his
#lde sits his wile. The much-expect-
#d and widely-heralded young woman
arrived at police headquariers some-
what unexpectedly and was at once
escorted by prominent officlals to the
hoapital, where her husband was any-
loualy awaltlng her.

She was recelved with much en-
thuslaem by the celebrated patlent.

“Why, I feel better alrendy,” sald
he a fow minutes after her arrival
The little woman seems deeply at-
tached to Tate and sald her one de-
sire in life was to meke a man of him
and win him from the troubled lifs he
bas been living. “I eannot stand it
to have him always In trooble this
way,” she sald pathetically.

wMNEW RAILROAD FOR BTATE.

8t. Eimo, Springfieid & Northern Line
Incorporated.

Carlinville—Articles of Incorpors-
tlgp, were filed at the office of Cireult
Cletk George L. Tipion at the court
house in this elty by the Bl Elme,
Springheld & Northern railfad with
& capltal stock of §5,000.

The pad will“be used to haual eoal
and will pass througli-the counties of
Fayetie, Bhelby, Montgomery, Chris-
tian, Macoupin and Sangamon. The
survey of the raliroad has been comi-
pleted from 8t Elmo te Glrard aad
will run over the Chicago & Alton
ralls from Olrard to Springfleld It
will pass through the towns of WIiLt,
Raymond, Harvel, Waggoner, to Gi-
rard, and will connect with the Blg
Four, Wabash, IHlinols Central and
Chicago, Durlingten & Quincy rall-
roada. -

Dies After Night's Revel

Ottawa.—Following a wild night's
revel In & loeal hotel, L. H. Jones,
past exalted ruler of the Hiks, and for
years prominent In sselety hers, died
suddenly. With him at the Ume were
his wife and W. F. McLeos, & Min-
neapolis travellng salesman.

An autopsy was held and the con-
tents of the dead man's stomach, to-
gether with samples of the cham-
pagne, whisky, and food, were sent to
Chicago for chemical analysis. FPols-
oning of some kind Is suspected.

Mr. Jones was one of the most pop
ular men In the city until his mar-
riage to Anna Bartels, a milliner, a
year ago, became known. He denled
it umtil slx months ago, and then hé
was ostracized. He sald the cere-
mony was performed by the Rev. Mr.
Larrabee of Chicago.

Celebr: Eightieth Birthday.

Carlinville. — David Gore of this
eity, one of the earllest settlers of

matron, . flreman
and electriclan. The examination was
in charge of President W. Il Moualton,
of the commission of Chleago, and
Mrs. Ophella Amigh, saperintendent
of the bome for girls at Geneva.

Woman Horsewhips Official,
Dixon—Joseph Weils, sireet com-

nere, wan publicly horsewhipped by
Mrx. Gearge Wood, wife of a resident
of the village. The affalr Is sald to
have grown out of certala stories sald
to have been told by Wells reganding
the actions of Mrs. Wood and the pas-

tor of the Baptist church at that
place, Rev. A. B. Cox.
Bues Slayer for §15,000.
Bloomington. — Slmeon  Elseman

father of Cora Elseman, who weore
killed {n company with Mr. and Mrs,
Thomas Kennedy six weeks ago be-
cause they were Instrumental fn pros-

mizeloner of La Moille, a village near

husband of Mrs. Jane Flseman and

county, celgbrated his eigh
tieth anniversary.

Mr, Gore was born in Trigg coun-
ty, Ky. April 5. 1827, and moved to
Madison county, IIL, in 1833, Iils par.
ents died before he became of age.
He enlisted In the United States army
during the war with Mexlco and serv-
od one year, He was 8 member of the
llinols state senate for iwo terms
and served as state anditor from 1832
to 1856, and was for 20 years & mem-
ber of the stats board of agriculture.

Defend Park Bequest.

Galesburg—At n banquot the real
ostate mon of the city organized a
movement to defend the will of the
late Capt. W, C. Hocker of Rochester,
N. Y. which bequeathed & tract of
land just south of tha city for & Ba-
tional park. President Roosevelt is
named as executor of the will The
real estate men authorized Congress-
man G. W. Prince and Mayorelect

ecuting George Baldwin for
Cora, filed two suits for §15,000 dam-
ages against the prisoner.

Rich Man Mysteriously Hurt.
Waunkegan.—Ric Goodbody,

MeAlllstor bospital with both legw
cut off balow the knees as the result
of being mysteriously struck by a
switch englne in the Northwestern
yards.
sod bad no business there.

———
Pana Miner Is Killed.

Athistic Authority Dies.

18 dead, aged 53,

e
Yeoung Man Drops Dead.

attributed death to natural causes and
heart disease.

——

Mew Club House at Peoria.

the Knlg!

5
wealthy land owner of this city, is in

He lived far from the scemo

Pana~—Anton Wullner, & coal miner e
employed at the Springside mine here, Fined for Snering.
was almost Instantly killed by falling
coal.

Chicago.~Charles O, Duplessis, a
widely kmown suthority om athletics,

Havans—Newton O. Draper, aged
I3, a prominest young man of Kil-
bourne, dropped dead on the street In
front of his home, The coroner's jury

Peoria.—The local organization of
hits of Columbus, with 3 mem-
bership of 450 In Peoria and sur
rounding towna, will start work in the
wear future oo & new $40,000 -club-

Georze to o to

to defend the will, and also to procesd
to Washington and Induce the presi-
dent to accept the trust Imposed In
the will.

Finger Sars Lets In Death.

Moamouth—Dr. J. C. Kllgore of
this city died as the result of biood
polsoning. The case was contracted
at an autopsy beld recently by Dr.
Kilgore over the remalns of & persos
who had died of cancer, inoculation
occurring through a plmple oa ths
finger.

Taylorville—For snoring whilp the
Free Methodist church was In prog-
ress, Lioyd Oenaler, one of the con-
gregation, was floed three dollars and
costs by Police Magistrate Weaver
upon & plea of guilty to s charge of
disturbing the peace.

——
Coal Train in Cresk.

Christopher—A coal traln oa the

linols Central went through a trestle
three miles west of hers,
George McFarland and Firemas 0. B.
Jopes ware dangerously Tnjured. The
breaking of a trestle plle lot the en-
gine and four cars Into the creek.

Will Make a New Start.
Virginia
{ssued here

marriage llccnss was
to Willlam H. Langford
both

year ago In the clrcait court.




