be'the sister of Bir Mortimer Brett.
“You kmow ber?" I demanded

eageriy.

*1 have never seen ber, but [ know
something of Sir Mortmer. He s
mmmlklu in the
English diplomatic se

“Why ﬁ&w! That I8
strange adjective 1o describe a Brit-

tsh minister, Who is he, and how do | diguify the

you happen to know himT*
“He is consul genoral and minlster
B

can consul Bere.”

“Then your gosaip of the embasiles
ought to be worth listening to."

1 settled myselfl 4 my chalr and
Hghted & fresh clgaretie

“My dear chap. you are asking too
much of me—roally you are! The
situstion In the Balkans! Good Lord,
{hat's too appalling & subject Lo be
discussed botween two friends who
have just meL” '

*Locike,” I replied diplomatically, *T
wpposs you wish to discusa me aad
my unfortunate affalr. . Well, I don't.
If you with to show me that you be-
lleve me not guite #0 black as 1 am
p-lm.nd ignore the matter complete-

"0( course, of course.” he hastened
1o masure me. “And you really wish
to understand why war would broak
out omorrow In the Dalkans If Sir
Mordmer Brett lifted his little fn-
e

“If.such & knowledge is the preluds
to the scandal that concerns him."

“Yory well,” ho agreed good-natared-
1y. “Dut don't despalr If you are still
muddied after ten minules’ falk ca
Palkan politics; Count von Bulow has
sald that the man who comprehends
the situation In the Dalkan Stale does
not exiat. But to understand how
8ir Mortimer's Infuence may plunge
Europe Ioto war lo-day, just as surely
a3 when Madame de Pompadour
twistod Louts XY about Ber litle fin!
ger. you must know somothiog of the
froudle that seeibes and bubbles in
Turkish-Macedonia

“Even the word Turkish-Macedonls
18 & more goography name to me.”

+ *Hang It, kave [ got to give you &
Jesson 1 EeogTaphy a8 well as In his-
growled

ish In its sympathies.™

“How do you sccount for that?™ I
demanded with & show of Interest.
Locke's Jectire was mot thrilling, but
1 Mstensd patiently: for 1

that s information was necessary if
1 would understand Bir Mortimer's

predicamsnt.
“The  mimlonaries” continued
Locke, “knaw only foo well that the

bellove him.
you will umnmcmwnmm
to risk the peace of Europs becate
mmmnnusmm
ragleg asd alaughter of & few thous
ands of Macedonlan women and chil-
aren.

“For several years ihay have eoa-

s

Macedonian campaign has beem man-
aged by & body of men who havs thelr
headquarters at Bofia, In Bulgaria.

“They fght in bands. Thelr arms
are hidden in tho felds or In Lhe cares
of the mountalns. When a Turkish
host surrounds one of theso bands it

'uigg.ia

We are now ready for the extraor
dinary aplsode of 8ir Mortimer Brett,”
Locke resumed. I think you will find
that the marralive grows more inter
eating”

“T trust sc.” 1 yawned,

“Str Mortimer is & comparstively
young man, 1 understand.  But be haa

oul: | alrdady had 15 years to his

erperience
(4 a 4l has been Lrusted

concarned.
podted altemptas to bride Blm.
But he has been strong enough to re-
sist all pressure—whether it be ex-
erted by the sulian or by Fordizand.
Hut after an unblemished record of

with & political adventureas.
. “Countess Sarahoff is the adren-

turess— & woman of marvelons charm

*The Situation In the Balkansl
Ject to Be
finds peaceful ponsants hording thelr
sheop on the hilla or Ulling thelr
fleldn." |
“BucH a hopoless struggle as this
might continue for years,” I interrupt:
ed. "Whara does Lulgaria come InT"
*Rulgaris comes io right bers with
a flourish of trumpets, and Prince
Ferdiaand 1s at the head of the pro-
conslon.

"Mlunllir Bulgaria Is {ndependent;
nomioally, Ferdinand does fealty to
the Bultan; and at the same time is
wnder the thumb of Russia. He is &

7| petty princoling with as Inerdinkte &

sperog
i
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senss of his own Imporiance &3 & can-
nibal king In & top hat. He has sur-
rounded himsel{ with more state than
a czar or & kalser. Ferdinand's great
ambition s to be crowned Elog., Now
1o only rejolces In the tite of prince.
o has vainly Implored his great mas-

‘1 1ittle Ferdioand be humble. ‘Then if

you woa't lot me be king,' says Fer
dipand, ' won't play with you any
more So Master Ferdinand is most
anxious 1o exchangs the doubtfhl
friendship of Nusala for & more Indul-
has decided that

Good Lord, That's Too Appalling & Sub-

Dlscussed®

and beauty, It i sald she 18 the
triend of Prince Ferdinand; perbaps
It Is he who first Incited her to entles
Hir Mort!mer from the path of rectk
tide. Certain it is that sho has been
succeasful In brieging 8ir Mortimer
supluely to his kaoces before her, if
the gossip of the embassies iz to bo
belleved,

“Now 1 can you the situstion in
& ndtshall, It Sir Mortimer Is recalled,
it Iz all up with Macedonla so far ss
immediate help from Bulgaris Is con-
cernpd.  8ir Mortimer's soocessor as
consul genersl will certalnly be the
present ¥ice-consul, and he la known
to be strongly mdverse to the Mace-
dooisn cause. Our Jewlsh banker will
refuse his Joan to Ferdinand: Ferdl.
nand will be unable and un lus to
subsidize an army: Macedon
gle will coma to nothlng for m. am
ent”

“Thia banker must bave remarkable
faith in Bir Mortimer,” 1 suggested.
“to think that he can Influence the
Pritish forelgn office when his repuis-
tion Is already tottering.™

“My dear Haddon, 1 have been Jet-
ting you behind the scenes. Our
banker friend in all probabliity has no
Inkiing of Eir Mortimer's ‘impending
fall. There i3 to dama & man
politically because he Is In love with
& woman, It ls lnom&thuhn
beon n pleaty of the

that Mortsmer
aral . and  minister  plinipotentiary,

Dbolds the ceplor of the stara™

pers. Bat who hllw the

to ibe mountilng for his
But the arrival here In of the
mother and daughter is ificant.”

Locke, smiling at me grimly.

CHAPTER X.
The Death-Mask.

1 bad ralsed my |1l- carelensly
my lps. 1 placed it slowly on (he
table. I met Locke's steady gpuze not
merely In surprise, raider in compiete
conviction. That was | precisely the
kind of woman [ had determined she
must be. But T had no lateation of
discussing her Locke. A plan
wah already sesthing in my bratn—a
plan inflnitely more thrilling than res-

larceny was preferred
the Fidelity and De-
potit company, of Baltimore, Md.
Whitiag was forced to resign the con-
servatorship & month ago.

QETS H‘IIAL‘IIOH THE KAISER.

Itlinels Singing Soclaty Remembered
on Fiftsth Annlversary. 5
Belleville—The Lebanon Oesang-
verein at its golden annlversary cele-
bration was presented with a gold
medal which had boon sent by the Ger-
mnn emperor. It i3 the pim«r 0«\-

culng & comrade n the battlefield or &
traveler lost In the wide. 1
intended to keep that plam to mysell.
In the meanwhils I mnst have further
detalls of this escapada of the miss-

Ing ambassador. 1
We will Inoﬂ'k of Countess Sara-
sald, hls

soclety
Fm; singing societies wﬂdp&ﬂ.
—_—

Broem Com Yield In Large,
Pontlac.—~The acreage of b
corn in this section of the state
been

holft

smitle eoclly. “Tut tell mo, why should
England adopt the slow and clumsy
expadient of sending a king's messen-
ger, as you call him, across Europe,
instead of demandlng the Instant re-
call of the minlster by cable? That
{s my first quoestion, and my second
in this: are you myr dear Locke, In
the secret counclls of the British for-
lgn office that you kmow so much of
ihelr plans™ F

“A King's messenger,”  arawied
Locke, *is supposed to have & brain
botween his shoalders and to exerciie
his discretion. The forelgn
would wish to be guite sure that the
scandal was not & clever ruse of &
secret agent of Russla ‘Tarkey.
Ever If the scandal ts, thers
might be mitigaling clrcomstances.”

“You wish me to Infer that this
kiag's messenger Is given discrelion-
ary powera of dellvering or withhold-
Ing his dfspatch? But how do you
know that? That brings me fo the
second questlon.”

“My dear chap, T can pot two and
two together, can't 17 I can sea'm
chureh door, as Benadict said, when I
am standing in froot of IL*

“Ob. then, you are slmply guess-
ing.” I cried, disgusted

Locke apread the tln of his fingers
together, and regarded me humorous-
iy. "You forget I am consul at

e? L alr, am a age.”

"Rubbizh!™ 1 exclalmed, brosqoely.
“American consuls ara not a8 & role
deaply In the ‘confidence of the min-
isters In Downing street.”

Locke laughed, jooked about him
cautiously, then whispered:

"It's something of & secret, Haddon,
Pefore T was consul at Lucerne I was
a newspaper mas.  Yes; doo't look
shocked. [ am not averse to eking
out the magnificent lacome allowed
me by the United States government
by sending & budget of news occa-
slonally to my old chiel™
understand; you newspaper men
are ubiquitous. Mefore the mysterfons
knowledge of the press [ am slleat.”

*] need hardly sy that what T have
told you s strictly between our
salves”

“Of conrse™

*Bo far [ have not breathed & word
of this exirsordinary story. I wish
to make n grand coop.
for the finale of the story—the dra-
matle and perhaps tragle denovement.
For the end Is not yel"

8o saping, Locke produced his pock
ethook. From its voluminous. folds
e extracted an onvelope. He held It
toward me In sllence. 1 took It curl-
oualy. It bore an unfamiliar stamp.

“It 1s the stamp In the corner I
wish yon to examime carefully. In
ten years & collector will pay & pretty
peany for this stamp. Already It s
A8 Tare ms strawberries In January.
It was Issued less than m month age
to mark the anoiversary of Ferdl
nand's successlon to the throge. Yes,
It his likeness and that of his som
you are looking at. Dut Ferdinand
would pay halt & miion franca If he
could boy up and destroy that lssue
of stampa. In Bulgaria that s & sim-
ple matter. His secret agents are on
the Jockout In every caplial of Fu.
rope. But you see Lhey are nat wholly
successful™

As Locke had T tooked
eritieally at thls double stamp which
had eaused Fordinand so much any-
fsty. Two heads were deplcted. They
waore placed side by skle, & man of
middle age and & handsome boy. It
appeared to me & rather ordinary sort

of stamp. a

*Hold 1t upaide down,” commandéd
Locks, Impatiently.  “Cover 4ha left-
hand corner with your hand, so. Now,
d0 you sée that & portion of the heads
of the father and som makes &n up-
mistakable doath-mask?
desth-rmask s that of Prince
nand”

(TO BE CONTINUED)
He who loses money joses mueh

¢ | ho who losos n friend loses more; bef

bare | o who loses his spirits losss all

I am walting’|

And ‘the-
Ferdl-

ils year.
This is cansed by the preseni sails-
factory and strong condition of the
market, the very limited suyply of old
brush to be carried over, and an ex-
pressed desire on the pdrt of Jarge

GHERTY CANE AGAIN,
Peoria School Beard to Begin Bult fér
Damages for Blowing Safe.

Peorla—The Peorla school board
has smpowered Ha attorney, H. 0.
Fuller, {0 begin sult for
agalnst (hoss concerned la the burg-
lary of the Hbrary safe when the
#crip desired asigvidence of the de-

of former

Dougherty was stolen.

wer, Col: Mrs. N.
Mabel Doughberty. '
The board bopes in"thls manner

reopen the matter and siart sa
“Vealigation that will Jead to the .
covery of the large sums of money
Meved to have been hidden away |
Dougherty,

—
Line: Losss Sult,
Lineoin.—Justice Rudolph
the case of Gentry Bros. va. the
of Lincoln, a wult to recover §40 of 54
license fee pald for the right to exhiblt
hore & month ago. The city demas
tho fee for & clreus aod menagerie,
while they clalmed/the right to show
for ten dollars, the fes for & pony
show. The court decided favoring the
Inttor contention. ._:"_

Found Dead in River.
Carlyle.~The dead body of I!.r

manufacturers to got hold of more I

man Dorrles, of Procse, was foond In,

“COME CN IN, EVERYBODY."

nols brush a5 less of the western
stock for use mext year.

Helrs to Contest Wi,
Virgigla—A bill to contest the will
of the late George W. Davis, who dled
at his country home in Mooroe pre-
cluct & litle over & yoar ago, has been
filed In the clrcalt on behalf of hia
two sons and one daughter, Mrs. Her
man Mublert. The bl alleges that at
the time of making the wiildn 1902,
Mr. Davis was not in fit cond
mentally to make a just testame

distributlon of his esiate.

7
\ —— (LY
Woman Dies In Agany.
Medord—Polsoned by rough on rats,
Mrs. John Deevers, 16 years old, wife
of a farmer southwest of bl city,
died in agony. Recently Mra. Deevers
purchased rat polon o rid the hoose
of pesis. In pome manner, lard, used
in cooking ‘potatoes, became Infected
with the polson making Mre. Deevers,
her husband and lnr son ML The lat-
ter two

Pika County's Wultl!‘

Pittsfleld—Tho afsessord’  roturns
show that the peribnal property
weaith of Pike county Is six million,
two huadred sixty thousand, six hon-
dred fiftyfive dollars—$6.260,655. This
represents s wealth, exclusive of real
estate, of over J200 for each man,
woman and child In the county. '

——
Adventista to Mest In Pana.

Pana—The sccond annual camp
meeting of the Seventh Day Advent-
ists of Bouthern [llinois will be heid
at the Pana fair grounds August 1 to
11, inclusive. The pastoral elders of
Lhe committee are L O. Buanley, J. B.
Lockey and M. G. Huffman,

——

Offered Baby to Bast Bidder,
Peoria—Martin Hurley, s bofler-
maker, was to sell his

the !tl-tfulwl river at East 8t Louj. -«
He wai & prominenf young RepuMi- #

n, wan defeatog’ for sher lnft 1
\w#i;n:cr hpu"? his  death El
ateidental or & suielde i unmin.

Joliet Fears Chanml \'h\lr 1
Jollet.—Unlosa the ‘san] runlepd o
Jake stepa Lo guarantes the anmy of -\.J
the exteasion of the dralnage channel
south of Lockport, leading to the new
power house, the city of Joliet may
apply for an Injunction to prevent the
water from belng turned In. It is sald
certaln recommendations for safety
have not been carried out. 2

——
Boy Has Blood Polsbn.

Deeatur—Rlood poison has set In
in both fest of Willle Moran, & small
‘boy of this clty, who slid down the
collar door barefooted. His right fook
strock a nail on the door and was
slit open and wheo he landed at the
bottom of the Ineline the olber mem-
ber was put out of business br 8 [T
der.

—_—
Dedicats Murrayviile Ghurch.
Murrayvillo.—Tha dedication of the
new St. Bartholomew's Roman Cath-
ollc church took place July 21 The
bullding was erected at & cost of $35,-
000.

—_—
Blshop Lays Hosaital Cornar’ au"’j
Portlac—Rev. Blshop Oreilly,
Peoris, l1ald the corner stome of I.lw
new Bt James hospital In this cll.!‘:
The hoapital will cost over $70.000.

. .
Linceln Invites IIIIMII th Man.,. |
Lincoln.. hn

planning a gathering nﬂuﬂ ln

central Tllinols and Indians to be held

Wednesday, August 31. i
—— :

Leap from Buggy s Faml.
Danville—Mrs. Lydia Hamdrth, of

motherleas son to the highest bidder
when an officer happemed along the
street and later arrested him on &
charge of child abasdoament.
——
Accepts Call ta illinols.
Urbans.—Frof. Willlam F. M. Goss,
dean of the

eaped with Iq{m in
ber m from m carrlage drsi -
palr of frightened horses,
injuries from which she died & few
hours later.
—_—
Loses Team of Harses.
lulhwmu.—whlh attempting to

Furdue ualvensity, has been elected
dean of the encineering college in the
University of llincls, He will take ap

his work Beptember 1.

river on & ferry
b\ul luxH“u. a junk boyer, sus-
tained the loss of & valusble team of
‘borses and barely escaped losing his

own lfe.




