nand, that T shall not hare time to

more "
He strock Ferdinaad's cheek with

Hoa, That flag st balf-
mast is sigaificast of many things. It
tells its story eloguently, that beagtl-

this puppet king," beseeched Dratinan,
chuckling savagely.
“First of all, then, your Majesty
- most understand that it s the stand-
*  and of England with the royal arma In
‘the center surrounded by & garland of
flowers.  Your Majesty, knows qulto as
well as [ that when such a flag floats,
whelbier ca sea or land, It is & signal
of the presence of an English ambas-
sadc= But It fles at hall-mast be-

cause the ambassador In this chatean | night.
]

desd—dead as will be, valn
king, when Ihu midnight hour has
atruck. us If wo have given &

mere ambassador precedence over &
o king: but you arrive a litile late.”

My blood bolled. I was impatlent to
Interrupt Starva’s parmative. It was
Locke's curiosity that delayed our res-
cue. 'He restrained mo with a gesture.

“There is plenty of time.” he whis-
pered. “It is hardly i1 pow, and Ferdl-

“Otto Kuhn, of Macedonla! He Is

during the next 3 hours? It Is not
Bulgaria alooe or Bervia that sre to
taste the swoels of liberty, though
King Alexander and his r and
yourselt are to lead the procession Lhls

“And now, messieurs,” shouled Star-
va, "that wo are Introduced, and his
Mujesty Is thoroughly at his ease, let
us eat, drink and be merry, for at mid-
night he diea!” -

My friend Jncques had wheeled s
table from the dinlng-room iato the
hall. It was Joaded with viands and
botties. Bavage toasits were drunk;
thers were cries of liberty and free-

langh at your | 2” He struck
Fard l'm.h&' with his |
clenched fist. . .

thundered:
“Liverty, comrades, frvedom; and
death to tyrants] of Barvia

e Melnhnaﬂrd ‘wounds. Drink,
k to Barvia, who has led the way

noed |0 tlhnﬂ;'l“

Wr-mmmh.nm
falnted in hix chalr, his body huddled

Ig- | op grotesquely.

X Gingajs.
“Thia I8 treachery, If it 1s trua”
added Count Pitescht! of Bosnia.

The Fight on the Staircase.
Had not Kuha been supported by
the other

“Ob, Ia, Ju, 1! Lese Majeste!” | doubitess hu: A R
:wud.sxm :nannl.nman- the chatr by baull | was, of Montenegro leaped

toward him, drawn dirk in his hand
Starva sent it spinning along the pol-
nhed floar.
“Imbecile!™ ho hissed. “There Is
none here who will ba more loyal to
our cause than Otto Kuhn of Mace
doals. There Is none who can help It
=0 much. Hes pecds but to be com-
winced. In it not so, comrade™

“I ask coly fo go ioto the affair
wilh my eyes open,” muttered Kuhn,

volco with

falled him with a blow, then ran from
one o the otker of the coasplrators
imploring. demanding sflence.
"Patlence, comrades!™ he shouled
“Are we chifldren that we cannot make
history this night u men? Let ua do
all things due “order.

that has a better right to llﬂku the
blow than I, Biarva of Bulgaris

“1, clamored Bratinau. *1 also am
& Rulgar.”
“Mo, it Is mine!™ shouted one

“Mine!” clamored another.
“Yon wmoer, comrades, ench of us
strjves for the hooor. Dut though

Britioau and 1 of Balgaria have the

mand s to dis at Iam anx-
fous to hear more concerning this fag.
And remember, please, that you have
my revolver.”

1 was too easily persuaded. 1 had
listened to Dr. Starva’s words In Wwoa-
der. It was L, or rather fate, who had

s lowored that flag at Balfmast. My
perplexity was not lunud s I heard
what followed.

“But when,” continued Stlrn. 1
wntered my earriage 1o escort you
hither In state, this flag was floating
in the breete st the head of Its flag-
staff. Not until your Majesty stepped
oa the terrace did It fall at half-mast.
Bhall I tell you why? When It fell
at halfmast it was a sigoal that you
were In our power. There are othors
anzious o welcome r coming,
Ferdinand. They have walched that
flag with burnlng eyos. They will
come soon, the rest of the reception
commitiee. Listen—three raps and
sllence—two  and  sllence—ons  and
then three. It Is they, Bratinau. Open
the door while [ guard this ass In a
Hon's skin that will cease to bray at

[ midnight.”

I deplored my [olly In delaying the
aifempt at Ferdinand's rescve. Even
now, while Bralloau rushed to the
door (o draw lta bolts, [ should have
fired at Starva bad he not been kneel-
Ing at Ferdloand's side, twisting a cord
mbout his wrists to fasten him In the
chalr In which be sat. The action ex-

Ferdinand; Starva's body was
shielded by ihat of the king. The ad-
veat of the conspimators had taken
Locke and myeell completely by sur-
prise.  And when we had heard the
knockimg on the door we had hoped
that a timely rescue had come.

I counted five of them. Locke and I
were hopelessly outnumbered now. We
had missed our chance. 1 confess that
something very lke fear clutched at
my heart when I heard the bars grate
back ‘in thelr sockets. I know that
Locke himself was pale emough. Un-
loss some  accident favored us, not
only was Ferdlnand doomed, but per-

- haps curselves as well.

But 1 forgot our own danger In the
“extraordinary’ scens that followed.
Btarva had lﬂm“ ol n chalr close o
Ferdinand. bald jest ho intro-
duced each nt hll ml[ederalu as thoy
stood about the two in & half eircle.
As each man's mame was mentioned
be stepped In front of Ferdinand and
mocked bim.

" cried Starva, bow-
ing low, “all of your reception commit-
teo Is present one. He will
come presently—and his nows will
arouse you from the ennul that seems
to oppress you. In. the meanwhile let
me have the honor of Introducing o
tlemen:

an admirer of the ladies, and he will
be charmed io present them with &
lock of your hair as a souvenir.”

“I prefer your heart, Ferdloand, to

be preserved In & beautiful funeral
um for myself,” cried the rufan,

*“DAmitri . of Servia! He

s groom of the bedehamber of King

concerned

dom: glasses were held tauntingly at
Ferdinand's mouth;  every Indignity
was showered on hem.

There is a glamor about a crown
that dazzles even a democrat, let him
boast his ind|forence as he may. 1
hamed 1o say [ felt a strange
horror T saw the prince disdainfully
facing his cnemlecs o silence. A valn
monarch Ferdinand might be. and no
doubt his felgn had not been alto-
gether & wise one, but his calm coar
age, his kingly dignity awakened In
me a romantic desire to die for him
I need be.

The confusion in the hall below was
#o great that Locke and [ could con-
verso freely and/be ia no danger of
belng overheard.

“Have you noticed Kubn and Gin-
Eaja?t whispered Locke excitedly.
“They are strangely distralt asd som-
ber. Kuha has lived most of his life
In Ameriea. Though he was born
beast, hls brotlsh instincts must have
been & little subdued by the Stars and

Btripes.”
" “I bave noticed.” 1 nodded grimly.
ﬂ-'.m.mlm- Starva gave them
king when he

known | lence—a

mtlmaa lh-lr names. They will
bear watching, those two. Perbaps we

jare not to fight alone for Ferdimand

pressatly.”
\ “Heaven grant it!™ exclalmed Locke
with sn emotion that came strangely
from him. “Bul—"
' gripped his hand for silence. Om
the company below had fallen = s
sllence and ominous.
Boddenly the laoghter had died on
their lips. They wers standing quite
motionless, poised between

\ | thelr Roger Uips, the smoke filckerlng,

and their faces ‘wers tumed as one

man wward Bratinas, who stcod st

“| Wil Melther Bs Cajoled by Lies Nor Frightaned Into Obediancel™

prior right, we do mot wish to be
selfish. Wa will cast lots—and in the
darkness. Ferdinand shall stand yoe-
der by the spiral stalrcase in front of
the tapestry. Two candles behind bis
1l make hlm & falr mark for &

Dut the man who has been
slngled by concealed by darkneas,
shall do his work In darkness. No one
will know to whom the fot has failen:
thesn,” he looked steadily at Kuha and

eourage faltors and who woold turn
traitors at this Iate hour, thelr treach-
ery will be powerless. For each man
by his presence hero shares the gullt
of the rest. No pne can betray an-
other himself. Is it agreed?™

“It is agreed!™ they shouted. But
Kuhn of Macedonla was sllent.

“ls It agreed. comrade Kuohn of
Macedonia?™

“Yes." he replied hoarsely, molston-
ing his parchod lips with tho glass he
held in his hand. “If Ferdiaand must
die, be must.” 3

“What! You aro not convinced of
the pecessity of that™

~1 refuse to be a puppet, Slarra, to
dance becauss you choose to pull the
string!” cried Kuha, his rage burstiag
we | the bounds of prudence. "I will neither
be cajoled by lies nor frightened inlo
obedience.”

“No!" questioned Starva '\ but
his smile wag frightful. “Is It wl -
Httln late, comrade, (o bo making ox-
cuses at this bour?™

“I for one wish lo know why you
lied to me this morning? 1 have been
tricked Into this desperale move."

“And who bas tricked you™ de-
manded Starva, with & gentleness that
was more ternfying than his anger.

“You lold me yeslerday that Hir

Mortimer Brett was dead Fis waa

calmly and In i
Patlence a little longer. Who Is there

Glagaja, “If there are any hero whose N

, ot Bervla, d ?.':r TR 1R
with excitement, ralsed his dagger to i -
“But we will have mo traitors

strike the senseless king. Btarm GornJi grumbled,

“And if sny have forced thelr war
into this meeting and are unwilllog to
pay the price of admission, they must
bo put out—yes, out of this world!”
crled Tgnatled.

The four sssassing most realous

“Patlence, friends. What you say
would ho quile true” ho pleaded, “if
it wern w0, There can be no traitors
among us. No ome may leave this
room to-nlght unlll be ls committed
irrevocably to the cause. As It la,
oach man by hia presonce has com-

mitted himself. Thers must be com-
plote barmony among us. Ferdinand
Is to die. Bat he and Alexander mere-
Iy lead the procession of ghosts. There
are others to follow hem into Hades
And that is only the of our

L

Recent Happenings nl Interest in lln
: \'uhhags‘ Cities and Towns.

BIG FIRE IN PECHIA,
Flames Spread to Kifjolning Bull
and Cause wﬂ $500,000 Loss.

Pwrh.—l‘l.;\. which r,uud
Leuthner bullding, 106108 Bnal.'h

i Kircher Car-

buildings on elther side and occupled
by Jobst Bethard & Co., wholesale
grocers, and Arthur Lethman whole
sale liquor. dealer, respectively, The
propetty loss sustained by those firms
will estimate $300,000, partly cov-
ered by Insurance.

The fre was discoversd ahortly
after one o'clock In the mornlng by
the night clerk at the Glasfgrd hotel,
who' turned In the alarm, and when
Fire Marshal O'Connell arrived om
the scene & general alarm was sent In,
bringlng the entlre department to
work on the blaze, confialng It as
much as possible to the three bulld-
Ingz. Ben Butler, a
serlously injured by
The origin of the fre,

iy snld, was
delfective electrie light wires on the
Brst floor of the Leuthner bullding.

——
TAKES WEEK TG REMOVE BTOMNE.

Remarkable Engl
lu}r!inn Nl\u

ng Feats
usaleum,

wnuloa.—‘rho mauscleum  belng

work. We shall find half of Europs
arrayed against us. The new republle
wiil bare to fight perhaps for its ex-
istence. We shall need m y amd
comrade Kuhn bas pledged his mu-
lions to the canse—"

“Hut only on the condition that
England had refused to ald Ferdi
nand,” {aterrupted Kohn defantly. “1
say you bave tricked me Into commilt:
ting mywell”

“And if," fercely lhwlad

£ H, Gary,
of the Ultuul. ll-un Bteel corpora-
tion at Wheaton, Is now mearing com-
pletion. _Two of the large graalte
blocks used for a porilon of the roof
have been placed In position.

DIVORGE WTERESTS 31X STATES.

nex's Automoblis Bet te Agaln I+
Benaation’s Limelight. - -

Quincy.~Quincy has a divorcs salt
which spreads over six states—that of

Dr; Frank E. Btannus agalnst Frances
- | Whaley The automoblle

Stannus.
set has scattered to other states for
the week, and only, thoss are left be

hind who were served with a sam-
mood. Dr. Staonua from Koo
kuk. His wife was born in Checotah,

- | I T.. and it fs sald that e betuty I8 .
bouse. | furlher enhanced by the blood

in her veins, . Bhe is 3

old,
while her husband s 26, In (§e begin- .
ning she sued for & divorce, was
scon met by ber husbands .

allegiog indiscretions 1§ the states of
[ilinols, Missoeri, Okishoma,
Indian Territory and g

nus made three specific/ch

first corespondent menti

E. Brock, and tbe Incl

fo have occurred at M

15 ono of the foremost v!m and

lawmakers of the soulhwest. The

second-named man is Ira

with whom she is supposed to ‘nn

Bas0c at Parsons, The

third IsC. Heary Fosgate, of Nm,

soclety man and proprietor 6f the Ho-

tel Newcomb, snd the Incident I

averred by Staonus to hige taken

place in Fosgate's apartmeiils at the *

hotel oo (o day on which ber hus =

band's smmons wers sarved, May 19,
—_—

SEEK CLEVER DIAMOND, THIEF,

Robs Woman of Jewsls Worth ||m
by Swindler's Trl.l-

Istlng ta

Tha stones, which are sald to be the

Jollet—Tollet police
Ibe search of Prof. Rirp A clever 3. +
diamond thief, who fo !ﬂa‘ Tealdod’

MAUSOLEUM ERECTED FOR E. H.
PO,

GARY, HEAD OF BIG STEEL COR-

RATION. “

koff of Bervia, “the Eritish ambassa-
dor wers actually lving—if he conld
promise what ho has been valaly
asked, It could avall nothleg now. Has
not Ferdinand heard the names of all
of us? Can he not ses us? Enough

reason.  We can bave mo tpaitors
among ua. 1 Casesar foll plerced by
the dagzers of b0 senators, Perdlnand
must be content with eight But

must have a hand In his death.*

“All in good time. But fArst of
all 1 would answer our askeptical
friend here.  You say, Kuhn, that the
ambassador 13 lving. 1t 1 show him
to you on his bler will you belleve
ma T

“Prore Lo me what you say,” sald
Kuhn, uneasily.

“1 tell you that It Is you whe would
have been tricked bhad It not beem
for my vigllance. Sir Mortimer Dretl
has been dead these four days. With
his death ended the schemes of the
womnn, the Countess Sarahoff, Far
dinand’s spy. But by ooe of those
Jests of fate she found & ready tool
1o aid ber
This tool of hers bears & marvelous
resemblance ts the dead minister.
It was he whom you saw this mom-
tng and not Bir Mortimer. Ho came
to this chatean with the Countess Bar
abol io play the part of (e English
minister. It was he who was to trick
bave you lo say?”

“This sounds too Improbabtle lo be

tarnlpg o the two men who stnod o
elther side of him.

“I shall show you the proof,” thue-
dered Starva, his patience at an end,
“and that before you leare (his castle.
1 bold thom all in the ‘bollow of my
hand—tho countess herself, her ac-
complice, and the king's messenger.
what have you to say?”

“Bhow me this man who bas trick-
d me, and I am with’ you heart and
soul,”™ was Hubn's response. His
words were brave enough, bt they
were lhuu of & man forced into A cor-
ner. “1 told you that 1 wish oaly to
g0 ]nm this affalr with my eyes
open.

“You ses, friends” sald Biarvas, "s
litte patience was all Lhal Waa noces-
sary. Our comrade neoded but to
be convinced. I sball satisfy his curk
osity without delay” He hir
voloe: “Jacques!™

The servant came forth from the
diniogroom and stood silent befors
him.

“JIncques, g0 Lo Lhe tower and bring
to me tho friend of Countess Barm:
Boff. You are armed? If he gives
you any trouble, call me.

“Hs will give me ne trouble” sald
the man, contemptucasly, starting om
his ermand.

Locke mad 1 Instinctively
ourselves (o leave our hiding place ts
greet Jacques whes be should near

as.

“"Bul when this man comes,” sbject:
ed Iguatieff, angrily, “is be to receg
nize all of us to gratity the curloalty
of Kuhn? Unless he is to go with Fae

dinand—" .

10 BE CoNTINEEDY

of thix valn talk. Gornjl speak with']

thero can be no shirking.  Esch man |

a price for her carceseil:

beolleved without proof,” Kuhs replied. |

Inrgest ever used in modern Umes for
& similar purpose, welgh 40 lons each,
and It required & week Lo move each
one from the Wheaton station to the
cometery. The highest moving speed
of ibe atones was three-quariers of an
ineh & socomdt. Charles G. Blake 18 #n-

periatendlog  the*cplacing  of the
stones. ]
—_—
Wife Gonel Goes jnsane.
Lewistown.—flelleving that he -is

tollowed and handicapped by & wizard
and & witeh, Elijah Hodson, of tear
Avon, has become mentally derangod
and It was found necessary lo bring
him before the courty ecourt here lo
have. sn inquiry made as to his sanity.
Hodson ‘was once a miner and owned
a lttle home of his own mear Avon,
when 1ifo was happy 10 him.. His wife
laft' him four years ago and the man
has lived by-himsell over slace. A
delusion has grown upon him to (he
offect that n-changeable personige
follows him to 4o him harm and that
this certaln person contrivés all soris
of schemes to get him out of the way,
| ——
o Emanuel Blom Guilty.

Chicago.—Emanuel Blom ‘was con-
vieted of uxorclde and senteaced to
& life term In the penitentlary. Blom
stabbed his  wife, Emms, with a
butcher knife, last July. He asserted
in defense that she slipped and fell
of the knife. Jealousy Is sapposed to

have been the motive for the crime.

——

Spring Valley Bank Pays Dividend.
!ntm Valley—Recelver H. M.
bas begun payment of & long-
diridend of five per cent. on
m\u Valley National bank, This

polaed | " e second dividend paid since the

Doviia fallure, the first dividend be-
1ng 20 per cent

In ‘Belolt, ~Wis. ' He 15 w [ tor
robblng Mrs. Jobnn Willlams, cof, Be.
loit, of diamjond ud othbr’
worth $1,000, &
B2L Ohlo street, this :Ily. of ¥
worth $500.

ﬂulmln‘ he eould bring abou
return of & diamond ring which Mre
‘Williams had lost, Riskop Induced Lhe
woman to permit him to place her
other jewalry In & leather bag over
which he pretended to cast a spell and
which he lefi sealed. under-
sianding was that it was not to be
opened for three days. M“I‘)G i
plration of the period Mrs. mam
found n plece of hard rubber.

—

Fire Kills 130 Mules and 24 Horses.

Esst Bt Louls—Fire. destroyed
Turner Drothors' barn at the National
stock yards, spread o two residences,
which were partially burned, d- -
stroyed the animal pens and burned
1o death 130 mules agd 24 horses, and
the flames licked up four cars of foed
before beiog extinguished. Tha to-
tal losa ls estimated at $35000. The
cause of the ﬂrb has not besn
mined.

——r
Hall Affects Corn Yiald
Hopedale.—Farmors in thilt ntlw
ll!:md.luljeuunmﬂ!h T
early summer find that thelr forn Is h
ﬂewu even Jess than mu“m Al

—
Ta Proba Theft from Pol!ul m
Cliaton.—Beverat  city M ol




