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* ing of the words czme to mo I groped

_ 11ll this fingers of my left hand Exipped

“TWell, 1 want him got cut of the

*That's easy.” sald Eroderick, with
A diabolieal wink of bls one eye. TN
bave him change places with ma."

*Gaod! How many men are here!™

*You don't meed to: koow that
There's esough to bury you™

“Have Meaker and Terrlll goneT™

“Tom? He's In the next room here,
and can count it & merey of the saints
It he glts out in & week. Meoker's
gone with the cld man. Well, I can't
stay a-gabbin' any lomger, or T1l be
caught, mmd them the divil himself
couldn’t save me”

T at {be thought of the

o | of the hounds, and Porter and Abrams
" | and Brown was missing. We found
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CHAPTER XXIV.
On the Road.

The wrong boy!

For a moment 1 could not under-
stand nor bellove; and when the mean-

in mental darkness. But thers wis o
time for speculation. Half 1o a daz 1
heard a rear of curses, orders, & erash
of glass as the lamp was extinguished,
and over'all came the prolongsd growl
of & wolf-voleo, hoarse and ehoken
with anger, There was & vislon of &
wolf-head rising above tho outline of
faces o fow yards awoy, dark, dls-
torled,  fiéree, with eyes that blazed
{hreats, and in aa instant 1 found my-
wolf ‘in the ceater of m struggling.
shouting, swearlng mass of Eafage
men, fghting with naught but the in-
stinct of blind rage. I doubl naot that
I was as crary &s the rest. Dut in
my madness there was one ldea stronk
i my mind. It was to reach the avell
face and snakeeyes of Tom Terrlll
apd stamp the 1!fe out of him. With

“desperato rage 1 shouldored and
fought til bis white face with Its
vonomous hatred was ‘next to mine,

his throat, and my right hacd tried
to beat out his brains with = sbx-
shoater. | i

“Damn” youl" he gasped, siriking
florcely at me. “I've boen: waltlng for
youl™ '
I thighiened my grip and spoke no
word. Ho writhed and turned, striv-
fng to freo himselt. I had knocked his
revelver. from bis hand, aod he tried
in vain to yeach it. A traco of fear
stole into the vesomous anger of the

4% | wound, but # gave me pain.

“There was no duty to keep here, for I

got, and dragged you back, and when
we got you here the parior was full

you was cut, and we're tried to Ox
you B -

I looked at my bandged arm, and
put cne more count I the indictment |
agatnst Terrill. He had tried to stab
me over the heart at the time he bad
wrenchod
slashed my arm. It was not A severs

& scratch,” sald Walnwright.
I envled the philosophic calm wilh

shortly.
*Where is the other gang? Are they

gonal”
*No; there's half a dozen of "em
out In the parlor, I reckon.”
“You'd better tell him,” sald Fitz-
k.

“old man” and the shadow of Dodd-
ridge Knapp weighed on my plrits.

“Aro you ready for an ercursion,
Fltzhugh?™ [ whispered.

He nooded assent.

*Well, we'll be out of here In &
minote or two. Take that overcoat
I've got one, Now tis that blaaket to
the bedpost. No, It won't ba loog
cnough. You'll Bave to hold it for us,

tree, but he had merely | boy=

1 heard the change of guards below,

chances of belng stoppsd Wers ew
Ereat.

“1 must go," I sald decldedly, “I
can't walt here.”

“I bave It” sald Thatcher. By
hard riding you ean get to Niles In
time to catch the freight as It goes
‘op from San Jose. It will get down
in time for the first boat, it that’s
what you want.”

“Good! How far is it?"

e call it 18 miles—It's over that
by the road. re’s only one nasty
bit. That's in the canyon.”

“1 think wo shail need the pleasars
of your company,” I sald.

“1 bad job, but If you must, you

ust,” he groaned. And ho soon had
three horses under the saddle.

1 eyed the beasts with some dis-
faror. They wern evidently halt-mhs-
tang, And I thought undersized for
such n journey, But I was to learn
pafore the night was out the virtoss
of strength and endurance that le ia
the bleod of the Indlan horse,

“Hist! * What's' that?' Eald Fits
bugh, exiingulshing the MEht

The volecs of the atorm and the, un:

and, giving o

with funds to settle our Rccount with
{he house, 1 blew out the lamp, qulelly
swung opea the shutter and leaned
over the sill.

“Hold onto the bluoket, boys, Fol-
low, Fits, T whispered, and climbed
out. The straln on my iojured arm &
1 swung Off gave me n burniog paln,
but T got to the ground in eafety, and
the pe was drawn up.

bugh, shifting an tas)

"Well," sald Walnwright, “wa heard
orders given to shoot the first man
hat comes out before morning, but
before all to kil you it you sticks your
nose cutside beforo sun-up.”

The amisble Intentlons of the Tie-
tors sat me to thinking. 1f it was im-

must be Important to me to get out

need fear no attack on tho boy who
was wilh vs, [ looked st my wateh,
and found it was near 1 o'clock.

*Tie those blankets together,” I ar-
dered, as soon as I was able to get
my feet.

The men obeyed me la silence, while

Walnwright valnly tried to quict the

Where now?” whispered Fitzhugh.

“To the stable”

As we slipped along to the corner &
man stepped out belors un.

“Don't shoot,” he said; “it's me—
Broderick. ‘Tell Mother Borton
wouldn't have done It for anybedy but
ber.”

“I'm obliged to you just the same”
1 sald. “And here's & bit of drink
money, Now, whers are my men?*

*Don't know. In the lockup, I reck-
onr

*How's thatt*

“Why, you see, Meeker tells the
fellows hore hio has & warrant for you
—that you'ro the gang of burglars
that's wanted for Lhe Purrott murder.

.IWW@PM@MWDWB&D

child. 1 was satisfied to bave Bim
ery, for the more nolse he made the
loss pur movemeats would be heard. I

one Gre ihat was unobscured, as be
astrave without sucoess to guard him-
sell from my blows, But he gavo s
sudden  thrust, and with & slouous
writhe he was frec, whila 1 wns car
ried back by the rush of men with the
vague Impression that somethlng was
amiss with me, - Then ‘a great Hght
flamed up before me ln which the
strogglidg mob, the close hall an:
room, and the universs itmelf melted
away, and [ was alone.

The next impression that came to
mo waa thit of & yoles from sn im-
measurable distance.

“He's coming to,” is sald; and then
beslde it 1 heard  sirange 'nll!nrg’

ery.
wwhat s 1tT 1 askedstrylng to sib
‘ wp. My volea seemed Lo 0 from
miles away and to belong to some
other man.
~That's iE ¥ou're all right” maid
the volea encouraglagly, and sbout
the half of Niagara fell oa my face.
Then the mists  befors my eyes
cleared away, and I found that [ was
on the foor of the laner bedroom asd
‘Walnwright had emptied’a water jug
over me. The light of & small kero-
sene lamp grye n gloomy lllomination
. to- the place. Lockhart god Fitshogh
Jeaned against the deor, and Wilson
bent with ‘Walnwright over me,. The|
boy ‘was sitflng on the bed, crying)
ahrilly over the melancholy sitoation.
1 1 nsked, gatherlag'my.
th. “What has happencd 1
leknd,” sald Waln-
.. #The .reit of. the
wt we got in here.

had a plan that 1 thought might be
carried out.

While the athers were at work, I
cautiously ralsed the window and
peored through (he shutters. The
raln was falling briskly, and the wind
still blew a gale. [ thought I dis-
tinguished the dark figure of & man
on guard withln & few feet of tha
bullding, and my beart sank.

“How many ate in the parlor, Wil
son?” I asked.

Wilson applled his eye to the key
hale.

“Ca ee anybody but that ooe-
cyed follow, Broderick, bui thers
might ba’ more.”"

A flash of memory came Lo me, and
1 felt in my pocket for Mother Dor
ton's mysterious serawl. "Give thattoa
oneeyed man.” abe had sald * It was
a forlorn hope, bot worth the trying.
*gand this to Broderick,” 1 sald, "as
#00n 88 you can do it withont any-
one's seelng you"

‘Wilzon ‘did_not llke the task, but
he took the envolope and silently
brought the deor ajar. His first In.
vestigntions wers evidently reassor-
Ing, for he soon had half bis body out-
sida.
+“He's got It.” be sald on reappear
4 A little Inter thére was a gentle tap
at the dogr, and the head of tho boe-
eyed man was thrust in.

“I'n a8 much hi my Iife's Worth”
ho whispered. *What do you want me
to da?* ”

. "How.many men are o tha sireet
Below hore?™ o

the pasty knock you.

“There's one, but more are in call”

i

And he bad to show the constable aod
the landlord and some othera tho war-
rant, too

“How many wers hartf”

“Bix or sevon. Two of your fallows
locked pretty bad when they were
carried out”

We turnod down & by-street, but as
=o0m s the guard bad disappeared we
retraced our-steps and hasteaed to
the Thatcher stables.

“The rafo was whipped Into gur faces
as wo beat agalnst the wind, and the
whish and roar of the galo among the
troes and the rattls of loose boards
and Uns, a3 they were lossed and
whaken bekind the houses, gave a mel-
ancholy sccompaniment to our hasty
march,

We nearly missed the stable la the
dariness, and It was several minutes
‘before we roused Thatcher to a stale
In which he could put together the
tws ideas that we wanted fo get in,
apd that it was his place Lo get up and
let us o, ¢ .

“Horses to-nlght1* he gasped, throw-
ing up his hands. “Holy Mones! 1
conldn't think of letting the worst
plug of the lot out In this storm.”

“Well, I want yoor best.”

“You'll hava to do It, Diek,” sald
Fitzbugh with & few words of expla-
nation. “Ho'll. make It all right for
you." X

“Where are you golog?
Thatcher,

“Qakland”

He threw up bis hands once more.

“Great Beott! you can't do it The
horses ean't travel 50 miles at night
and In this weather. You'd best walt
for the morniog train. - The express
will be thronzh Here before 5.

asked

*1 hesitated 8 moment, but 1he

easy of the borees were the
only sounds that rewarded a minutes
listening,

"We must chance It said I, after
locking cantiously Ioto the darkness
aod finding no stgim of a foe.

And o a moment more We wWere
galloping’ down the street, the hool
beats searcely sounding in the soft
ened carth of the roadway. Not a
word was spoken after the start as we
turned througl the side stroets to
avold the approaches to the hotel
Thatcher suddenly turned to the west,
and In another minule wo were on
the open highway, with the steady

1| beat of the horses’ bools splashing

& wild rhythm oo the muddy road,

With the town oncs behind ua, 1 felt
my splrits rise with every siroke of
the horso's. hoofs beneath me. Tha
raln and the wind wera friends rathor
than foes, Yet my arm pained ma
sharply, and I was forced to carry
the reins In the whip hand. Here the
road was broader, and we rodo thred
abreast, silont. watchful, each busy
with his own thought, and all alerl
for the signa of chase behind,

“There!” sald Thatcher, suddenly
pulling his horse up to a walk. “We'ra
five miles out, and they've got a blg
pieca to make up I they're on our
track. We'll breaths the horses @
bl

The beasts wero panting a lttle, bat
chafed at tho bits as We walked them
and tossed their beads unessily 1o
the peiting of the storm. -

~Hark!” 1 cried. “DId you bheal
that? I wan almost certaln that the
wound of o falnt halloo came from be
higd na. 1 was not alone la the
thought. .

“Tho dern fools!” sald Fitshugh
“They want a long chase, 1 guess,
o through the country yelling like »
pack of wild Injuss."”

“I reckon “twas an owl,” sald Thatch
&r; "but wo might os well ba moving.
Wa needn't take no chances whild
we've got o good set of heels undet
pa. Get up, boys.”

0 NE CONTINUED.)

GOOD THING TO LEAVE ALONE.

Physiclans Advige to Thoss Who Are
Fend of Mushreoms.

It may be possible that when all the
boys nre dead they will quit eating
tondstools and dyfag in spasms there
from. The edible and polsonous varie
tes of theso fungl Are too close to
gether o general and specles for
average youngsier to diferentl
them. It contiues, after many years,
to bo the same old story; Eat it it 4
Kkills you it Is a toadstool; If It agrees
with you It Is a mushroom. Som
years ago the department of agricul
ture at Washington [ssued an elab
orate and beautiful set of Wlustrations
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For Infants and Children,

The Kind You Have

LCOHOL-3 PER CENT
Preparationfor As-

similal hl’mdﬂlmqnh-
hghrh;i-mmdlhn of
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Promotes DigéafonCheerhl
ness and Rest Conlains neither
Opr orphine nor Mineral

A perfect Remedy for Cansli
e e L haee
Worms, sions Feverish-
ness and LosS OF SLEEP.

For Over
Thirty Years

ASTORIA
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Imaglnary Helidays.
1 koow a man who cagnot afferd to
travel, and yot has n htful wi

ay
of decelving Bimself. He learus about
the cost of traveling, the proper cloth-
ing to he worp, geta a time tabie, and
srranges excursions for himself to
virlous places, and Lhen reads mbout
them In Books of travel. To the man
with imagination it is & captivating
peenpation.—Hearth and Home.

How's This?
llundred Dollre Meward for iy
iBat cehsed by eured by Uaiw

A Commen Regard.
=Just back from your vacation™"
-Fons

“How was ItT"

“Fine.

“What's U

“] wish 1 bhad waited untll
month Lo take it.”

“Why?"

“Bs I would Lave It to take”

ven't but one regret”

next

A very simple and eficlent Stock

Tonle or Stuck Food may be propared |

&t home at small cost by using ten
pounds of whest bran or other groand
food, two and one-hall pounds of ell
meal and two and one-fourth pounds of
Compound MtoC. C RoC may

- S—1F Ly cured by
CARTERS) e ecere.
W“En e
ut B
Toague, Pain in the

ey NI
SMALL PILL; SMALL DOSE, SMALL PRICE.
Genuine Must Bear
Fao-Simile Signature
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REFUSE SUBSTITUTES,
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Pittaburg-Salt Lake Oil

HYGIENIC TOWEL

be had at any drug store,and should
not cost to exceed one dollar for two
and opefourth pounds.

Posterity’s Awards Trus.
Posterity awards to every mas his

trug value and his proper honor.—Tae

ttus. t

instant Rellef for All Eyes,
m

ol

labelicg one #¢t “edible” and Lhe othet
"polsonons” The story leaked ou
that the printers got tho labels mixed
and that the transposilion was ool
discovered untll the work hand beex
sent broadcast. Tha officlals did somi
tall hustling In an effort to call In the
Issue. A wollknown physiclan said
o me the other day: "Owing to thu
very great difficulty la ordinary life
of detecting the true from the false
my mushroom adrice has usually beex
“let both kindd alome’ "—New York
Press,

Parish Reglsters.

I-was onco belng ahown ronnd a il
lage church In ths Eastern Countles,
and was solemnly Informed by the
somewhat garrulous parish clerk that
the registers went back (o the time of
Wililam the Conguerar, says J. F. Wil
linms In Tho Treasury. Leat the same
startiing oplofon may be held by otb
ers, Jet me hasten 1o say that parisd
roglstors were unknown in England
before the end of Henry VIIU's relen,
and bappy is Abat parish which sull
possesaes its Tecords even from that
date. For our earller reglaters havd
certainly had a very checkersd career,
mnd when we read the atory of the
treatment which has been meted ou!
to them during the three or four cen
furles of thelr exlgtemce, we cam only
wonder that they exist In such num
bers a8 they do.

Reducing Ocean Record.

The first steamer that ever crossed
the Atlantle took twenty-four days @
mako the tHip, and the early boats ol
the Cunard line, organized In 1844
made the transatlantic trip: in foun
teen days, or in about the same Umd
28 the best of the clippers of the
Dlack Dall and otber lnes. Tn 1860
the salling ship Dreadnought ' madd
the e In nine days and.seves
teen hours, and It wns & long time be
fore a steamer beat that Ttm
pearly two decades sioce the fivedms
chip came upon the scene, and ews

since thea tho record bas been lowes
ed by hours rather than by days
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