In the won]d has besn 1lustrated by so many
famous arusts. It {a easy to see some of the
reasons which have madd It a'favorile subject.
Firat, there Is the rellglous interest which
centérs (n ihe entrance of the Divine Saviour
inte the world. Such aa eveal, for all who be-
Ueve ia the Cbristian’ religlon, must bave &
profound eignifeance. It I8 the sumrise of
falth, the beginning of a new Epiritual world,
the' laying of tha cornerstone of the kingdom
of heaven pn earth, ' Even If the artlst himsol?
wore not sure of-this, did not altogether be-
Ugve It, bu\wnh{ )umvr that other. people be-
Leved 1t; o he imagiaation he could see
‘what & supreme lmpurhnu was glyén by the
falth of Christendom to the brief and simple
story of the birth at Belhlehem.
| _Becond, there Is the human Interest which
clings lo the ever beautlful relatlon of mother
- hood and childhood. ‘The tenderest!and most
unsclfish love s that with which a trus moth
+or Jooka upon her little child; the most perfect
innocence and trustful jor are revealed in the
eyes of tha baby who amliles Into the face
of his mother bending over him, The paint-

° iogs of tho OBUd Jesus and the Virgin Mary

have drawn Into themsclves the best thoughts

of men concerning the gracious secret of ma-

temity and the unstalned bliss of infancy.
Fantastlc Legsnds. =

© ‘Third, there is the poetic aud pletorial Intm'v

' eat” which ‘grows out of ‘the’ Incldents of th.
story, the strangs contrast between tha heunbv
1y algnifcincs of the birth of Christ and (la
outward . clreamatances, the blendiog of lght
and shade, Joy and sorrow, hope and fear, an-
wello sangs and sarthly utions.  All'these -

. waried elements, centering about a emglefigure,
Afford a field of mnm:n-uon and munnum
sich 8z art loves.
| My first mvloc, thea, to t.hun ‘ho wish
thmm!r 10 avwlllo and enfoy (hass plo

o (o resd and re-read the gospel
or 8t. Matthew from the elghteenth verse of
the first chapter to the end of the seécond chap-

. ter, and the first two chapters of Bt. Luke's
gospel. Thea it would be wise to read some
ot the later legends which were woven in I.lu

apoeryphal books, andsin the mediaeval poem
and parratives about the birth and dﬁld.hovd
'of Christ. Many of these legends’ are curlous

. and fantastic, evidently allogorical and symballs

eal.' They have none of the simple directness
quiet ‘restraint of the Biblleal history.
'j“hq are, in effect, clear lllusiralions of that
natiye tralt of the human mind—familiar to
wvery one who bas tried to tell & trus story
1o a child—the craving ue detall.
#How did It happen? Where did it happen?
Who was thers? How did they look? What
%’M do afterwardat” ' Thess are the ques:
that children ank when they hear a story;

2 And thess ara the questions to which men have
given fanciful apswers!in the apocryphal and

 goupel of 1ho’ pseuds-Mal

the nativity of Mary, mammau:m-
‘ .

' Buppose yoi

* A garden’ when tl

bus de Vaustno. tha poems -
of Honrad of Fussesbrunn,
Walther af Rhelnau, Abbess -
Kroswitha, aad the tradb

tions given by Justin Mar-

tyr, St. Jerome, St. Dernard

and many other 'ﬂll'l-
Much | of thia

WITH IHT ORI CROD.
BV DEFRE CCER.

and eymbolist material was
taken up guite nalvoly by
the palnters and embodied in tholr pletures.
a pleture of the Annuncia-
tion which ropresents Mary ns passing through
m came to her; that is

which

Ia with th

nn that Mary was r.'hnun by lot from among
the virgins of Narareth to spin

purple of the Temple well;

pltcher of water, the angel met her and sal
“Hall, thou who art full of grace!” and when
sho went back to her eploning he came again
to her to complats his messags. It the pleture
represonts Mary In the house, working at
vaoil, the artist has chosen ts show us the sec-
ond sppearance of Lhe angel. The emblems
which the artlsts put Into their pletures are

t The pot of llles at Mary's side,
the llly-branch in tho angel's hand symbolize
purity.  The olive-bough borne by the dove
means peace,

Or here iz a plelure of the oativity which
shows the Child and his mother and Joseph in
a cave. ‘This {8 accordlng to the account of
Justin Martyr (and quite In harmony with
the customs of Palestine),:that the stable of
the {nn where Christ was born was a grotie
mlhamch. Here perbaps you see the ox

thelr heads - before ihe

the nss bowing
'chm This li told by the gospel of the pacudo

Maithew “in ‘fplfillmont of the prophecy of
Isalah: *Tha ox knoweth his owner and the
nes his master's crib.” Here, sgain, Is a das-
eling supernatural light madlating from the
chlld, so that shepherds who have just entered
must shade thelr eyes. This detall iz given
In many legends.
How the Btory Develops.

‘The five chief polnl.l around which the vlJa!-
Ings of the d childhood of Christ ni
urally group tl\spuahu &te (1) Tha Anann-
olltlon. 2 '.I'ho Natlvity; | (3) The Adoration

- (4) The Flight Into Egypt; (6)
'l'hu Hnmu a Nasaroth.

Mmm

make nr feel the innocence and lovely grace of
Mary's lile; it.he bas shown us the quiet work
wilh which sho ls busy; the sweet order of her
room which Images the trangulllity of - her soul;
ihis also iz well. . But the great thing is that
he-should percelre and show, as simply as pos

° sible, the eharm of that perfect figure of malden-

hood, no rude poasant girl, but one with royal
blood In her velns and heavenly thoughts in

her heart.
The Nativity.

3. The plctures of the Natlvity bavre n great-
er varlety of {ncldents and of modes of presen-
tation. The simpleat are those which show
Mary and Joseph In the stable with the chlld;
then come those in which the angels appear,
or the shepherds came to pay their adoration;
another conception represents the mother
alone with her babe adorlng him or mursing
bim. Pictures of the presentatlon ia the tem-

* ple, and perhaps somo of the Madsnna and

Child belong to the genoral theme of the Na-
tyity because thelr central idea'ls tho advent
of Christ &8 a little babe.

Here tho palaters have found a wide
fleld for imagination, and bave used large
berty in expressing the feelings with which
different parsons drew near to ihe boly child.
Mary is almost always shown as wondrously
happy; sometimes, as o Muorillo's “Adoration
of the Bhepherds,” lfting the cloth thai cov-
erl 1he ehild and dllpu:h:: bim with goatle

L%

l With the Adoration of the Magl, & now ele-
ment comes Into the scens. Thesa wise mea
from the east, ‘whether they were kings or
not, were the represeatalives of the outside
world.

Thore are plctures which show the Magl oa
thelr  jourmey led by a star, sometimes
-h!.n!.ngln the form of & baba ia the sky; and

‘which show them at the court of
Hnrod asking thelr way; and others which
ahoy them being, warnod by an mogel o a
dream not to go back to Jerusalem; mud othe
ors which show them returning by sea to thelr
m couniry. But the great majority 6f pajnl-
ors have chosen the moment at which the
Eifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh were
presentsd 1o the child. Here there Is room for
splendid color and dramatic: contrast.

4. The Fllght lato Eéypt Is the contrasting
companion-plece to the Adoration of the Magl
The one brings the great world Into the dwell-
Ing of the Child Jesus; the other carrles the
Child Jesus out into the great world. = -

Slary of r.h. Flight.
The pletures nf W Ial fato two

TERSELY TOLD

In.m«-snlmln: the oawu of
Bans® |

polnt of & revolver wond

‘ou.roormin cash and

bal mon | Were.

bakément of the Bulld.

The negro compalied

w him Into an sdjoining

room while the white man lootsd the

safe. While the door of the safe was

open the fitle steel chest was locked

bat the robber had Hitie dificulty in

opening It with a haichet. Threaten.

ing to kill Btine it he followed, the

robbers made thelr escape by way of
he front door. 1

Bradford—Mrs. Rose L. Thompson

ihe  record of

apology.  Bhe

L. Boysen; ber sisters hushand, As
mus Boysen, and Dr. J. F. Piits. She
bad been sued by ber sister for $50.
m for slander, Boysen hail sued hor.

for $100,000 and Dr. Piits domanded

e
sulls were dlsmissed by agreement.

Chicago.—A green leather cags con-
talning $15,000 worth of jewels belong-
fog to Mra. Bamoel K. Martin was
taken from her in the Lake Shore ralls
road baggage office and found an hour
Iater In an olovator shaft, where It
bad beon thrown by the thief. From
the atory told by Mra, Martin It must
have been' snatched from the counter
where she left It suppomedly by a
thief who followed ber lzto the bag-
Eage room.

Chicago. — Lucene ~ Goodenow, &
Bouth slde beauty and well-known art.
ist, has been wooed and won by
Klober Inukal of Japan, who can trace
hlslinenge back 1000 yeara, and In
whoso veins flows the biood of royalty

the of long ago. The affalr
ds the remult of a romance which

r }:‘n is 21 years old, and Inukal were
nts.

Chlcago.—1n ihe brief space of two
minules, during which tha bull leadors
lost control of the market, $400,000 In
paper profita disappeared from (he
Patten deal In wheat on the board o}
trade. The bears, smarting under the
lash so vigore applied by the Pat-
ten crowd in the last few weeks,
tarned on thelr opponents-with des-

show of fght aod In & viclous
atiack put the bull leaders on the de-
fensive. 3 .

Mount  Vernon.—Fiity _;amm
county farmors bave banded togethor
and made a 4,000-acre gime preserve
of thelr farms, which adjoin, The lo-
cation 1a Ideal for the patpoese, having
plenty of water, shade and cover for
all kinds of game. The state warden
will stock tha preserves and it will
be run under the direction and pro-
tection of the siate. Tho preserve will
be about the Inrgest In the state.

Zlan City~—Tho ban wpon smoking
o Zion Clty, pronounced by the late

. | Atezandor Dowlo when he founded the

main divislons: those which represent Ita ac-
tuat journey and thosa which show the Holy
Family resting, elther by the way, or In the
1and of Egypt. The palntings which deal with
the lalter thome—commonly known as the Re-
cludg some of the most beautiful worka
of art, especlally durlng the last thres céntuo-
res. Many detalls have been Introduced from
the legends of the fllght, in which the apoery-
‘phal “History of tha Nativily of Mary" ls par-
Hcularly rich. This la one of them: “The Holy
Famlly rested by (he road beneath a dats palm
and Mary deslred lo eat of the frult; but it
bhung high above her head.  Joseph, being
weary, was fot Able to olimb the treo. But the
Child Jests knew his mother's wish, and at his
command the treo best down lts branches.
Ther he thrust his fingers Into the sand, aod
& spring of water guahed forth, The next morn-
Ing Jesus thanked the obedlent tree, and prom-
ised that one of s branches should be carried
by the angels,and planted in Paradiso
The Triumph of the Innocents.
‘The landscapo ls half shadowed by night,
but the mocnbeams weave n filmy radlance

over plain and’ the distant. hills whare the’

watch fires aro growing red. In front marches
Joseph; -with *his basket of tools on his back,
& sturdy som, of toll. The molher, & nobls
woman of Palestins, carries the child in ber
artns, happy and fearless. ' But \thn arg thess
littls. children that ron and float beside the
travelera? They aro the spirits of the mur-
dered Innocents of Bothlchem, sot froa’ to fol
Jow tbe Infant Savionr, snd Xnowing that
through him they have entersd by the gate of
death Ints etérnal for. tiny |ho|l1 in
the rear have Dot yet felt his presence mor
eaught sight of him, and the pain apd terror
of mortality are. heary upon ihem. But tha
cthers are radiant and rejolcing as ransomed
sonls; nnd mt thelr feet rolls the river of life,
breaking Into shimmering bubbles in which
the glorfes of heaven are reflactsd. Joseph
does not seo the spirits. T doubt whether even
Mary sees them clearly. Hut Jesus
‘his former pl with joy.' He leans from
his mothér’s arms to greet them, holding out &
handful of wheat, the symbol of the bresd of
Heaven,

1t fs all mystical, visionary, unreal? Or is
It o true picture 1o the eve of what falth be-
holds.in the nllﬂca of Jesust Burely If this

gospel hia any meaning (¢ is the bringisg of
light and blessing to the satfering little ones
of earth: n'deeper compassion and a tenderer

care for them, and the promises of & beaven

t'aII of happy children,

rellglous communlty, bas been cqne
structively lifted. A deed bas beon
1o property-in Zlon In Which the
customary  cladso making the insirue
meat ravocable In the event the ruls
lulnat smoking 18 riolated, 1a omit-

Kﬂiln —A. P, Wllimas'h'br of
Bt Leuis, has announced he will ei-
tablish a factory herc ta: manufae-
ture caaning machines. The plant I8
expected to employ 50 men from the
first. Efforts are belng made-dy Chl-
cago people to start a cannery here
In coonection with Mr. Willoughby's
new p

Chicago. — Providing  for’' an - In.
creased bond issulng power of $30-
000,000, the Chleago charter bill which
will be sent to Bpringfleld naxt month
with the Indorsement of tha charier
convention fn now being drafted by »
cammities composed of Milton J. Fore
man, Edward Merrlam aod Frank
Shepard,

8pringfield.—~The supreme court Bat-
urday denled a molion for a wril of
error .and supersedess in the case of
Frank Trynnt, sentenced to hang'in
this clty Fridny, December 18, for (he
murder of Thomas Orady, whom he
killed fn order got money .lo: go to
Chlcago to seo hla awestheadt.

Freaport—Caught by a rapldly
ascending -elevator In the Cosmopoll-
tan Life bullding, Willlam M. Brady,
= prominent figure in 044 Fellow and
Patriarch ~ Milltant ~ circles, was
crushed ig death, !

Harr{sburg—C. J, Asbride, aged S
years, was killed by falling slato In
mine No. 9 here Friday. He eame
here two weeks ago from Sturgis, Ky.
where he hag & wife and seven chil--
dren.

Hillsboro.—The congregation of Wit
Presbyterian chorch has extended
call’to the pestorate to Rev. John L.
Hennolng of Edgington, i

‘Waverly—In conpliig cars qn &
Chicago, Burliogtoa & Quiner ‘Lraln
on which he |8 brakeman, . Walter
Deatheraga was sevérely crushed. His
burts are not considered sorious. He
was removed to his home ln Beards
town,

Petersbarg—His dutles a5 grand
master of Tllinols 0dd Fellows (aking
all his time, Rev, W, M. Graves hay
declded to relinquish the’ pastorate of
the local Chrlstlanchureh, - The mln-
patlon takes effect January 1.

Greenfeld.—Fire destroyed the Bur:
rough school, two miles northwest ot.
thia clty. . Nul.h!n: was gaved




