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The man feuf he intends some harm ko
horiy and & Berce Guitie shades, n which
Talliver and March, ailtors of Dorls. and
Professar Deamond are injured. The
in& man (s wounded by & shat from Tol.

Itver, But ewcapes by fying nway. A far-
mar ‘reports that the ivm; ian enrried
off his young daughter.

whers ars terror-siricken
bilittes for evi] a0
. Tha governor affe
Rk o0n for bl capture, desd or alive, Pui-
mEmods the fieee of e BYistors t
rpond.  After o ihrilling chase in the
he ls thrown from his machine b
nIgnc man and killed. Daris talls
of ‘nw
of th

wkening in the fLENT Lo wes the face

» Tonster ut her window, Nomh

W54 m acore of avialors arrive lo enter
ihe eampaifn. The reward bn tneransed
ta s mitlion,

GMAPTER Vill—Continyes,

He feit the bottom drop from his
stomach ns she feirly leaped ncross
doadly alr pockets where usbaw
wan Hke n vacuum, covering the gap
&B & great funier upon skees pweep
ing down & mountaineide hurls himself
by momentum alone over broad
reaches of space. He felt himself
bounding from Inviaible alr crest to
invisthle air crest with the lightness
of one who daneés upen & rope, he

i felt the weight of momentum pressing
against bls side and pushing st hlm
lke n strong hand as n swerve to
right or left took them o moment from
thefr direct path. He looked down
Far below, 80 far that the trees loaked
ke the toy trees upon the blocks
which children play with, the people
like toy men two Inches tall, the

‘beasts of the fleld like the beasts of

a toy ark, the'sarth wes rushing back-

ward as the flm of & moving ploture
speeds and vanishes, He looked up

Space, yawning and infinite, hazy,

gauzy, mystery flled; the moon barely
distinguishable and thin as & ghost
tieg far above lke a bubble. He

floa
guzed to the west, The sun, copperish
und t, glowed a8 through: a thin
mesh, They wers n mile above the
<polot of starting—two miles above the
leval of the sea and almost even with
the lower reaches of the sternal anows
of the peaks. The chill of upper apace
wpervaded him and he drew himeelf
closer together as he thieved o quick
glance at the man at his side. The
aviastors face was drawn and deeply
‘lined, bis eyes glowlng, his teeth
clenched and his fron finger delicately
“fondling the wheel s his bod;

irhyth slow ol

. /machine. He looked shead once more.
!Bpeeding In front of them a8 the
shadow of & bird speeds the hork
smoftal form of the one whom they
‘wers pursuing, bis  body

-i#ee you are stmillng iready.

reward of

aviator friends. Rat 1 fear 1 am
egioative and that 1 am lay
Ing myself open to ridleule. Ah, I
I had
feared so." Murch's smlle grew brond-
e,

“I presume we wers all carried a
little bayond oufselves by our enthu.
slasm. But tell me what news you

" | Bave” The astronomer tugged thought-

fully at his mustache.

“I don’t mind fettlng vou know, al-
though | am not advartising It as yet,
that Is, generally epeaking. | have
concelved ® Witle ides that the of-
eiale are putling into execution. bat
untll it has been lesind 1 am no lo-
olined to ppeak much of It However,
the idea ls thin® An you kiow, wa
have quite n powerful aearch HEbt st
the observatory, and mighta af lste
I bave been fo the habit of throwing
it about the melghboring clfx and fot.
ing 1L rent for & while here and thare
B8 8 matter of sxperiment.  Well, to
make the story short, upon two occa-
slonm after 1t had remaloed siationnry
for & whilo 1 have found the fylog
creature within the center of the Hght
| had remsoned that lts glare--belng
something new to him—might attrect
im ks It dees almost all night Byers,

i

and [ peems that |t did. for he put
himuelf befors 1t and for wevirnl mo-
ments and  dis-
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things; Lungs of groat capscity and{"

A shout from in the
crowd drew all eyes In its directlen, |
& hundred hands

power. Thin and elastic but exceed-
Ingly tough wings ible within | and
n small compass and opermted by

tremendous museles a8 strong as those
of the legs of & horse. Beanty but
wxceedingly firtn flosh, Legs similar
to thowe of a wading bird, all booe and
einew, the bonee strong, lght and
hollow. And while he appears to ba
fully soven feet tall I should not ex-

vect Rim to welgh as much s an or- | passed

dinary man”
unlscantly.

“Although he certaloly possessen
the strength of two. excluslve of his
wings, which eertalnly have at least
8 ooenmly power kick In a forward
direction. His blood boing partially
cold might slEnify what

“That he possesses some of the
characteristica of the reptiles, Is of
n rather low order of intefligence snd
more or less of a reptllian nature.
For instance, thore nre few reptiles
that poseces w natural sotipathy for
man, apd on the other hand nofther do
they fear him particularly. Unless o
approaches them too
sare him, it he does threpton them
they either move slowly out of the
way or prepure lo combat him.  Un-
lean aroused, they ars content to lat
ulm pass; it injured they often becomn

March grinned rem)-

tinct, spparently s fascinated by ite
brightness as had be been an elk or
other wild antmal. That gnve ma my
second lden and the nuthorities ndopt-
ed 1. Thay kre. rigging up o rapid-
fire gub 10 be placed immwdiately over
the searohlight and which will move
in perfect conjunction with it the
Eun to be 8o wighted 1hat when an ob
jeet s 1n the centor of the spot lght.
the  wespon  wiil  be  automatically
polnted at him. Then all one will
have to do will be to operate the
mechantsm of the gun and & stream of
high velocity bullets will traverse
dewn tho center of the lane of lght
and in all probabidity riddle the targst,
be it Flylng Man or anything  else.
While the ides has mot been demon-
strated practically, 1 am fairly proud
of the suggesilon, fer being purely
machdnienl it does wway with the un-
certalnty of human alm.  You have
only to set your stralght traveling
light, await until your victim sppears
before It and then work your stralght
shooting gun. The bullets follow the
central light rays and must of neces-
sity find their mark ~

Alar was impressed.  “Theoretically
at least it keems perfect.  Withidt say
o mile's range [ think it would prove
affective upon a target the size of the
one we bave in miod. Yol how much
more eatisfactary It would be if we
could eatch him alive”  Tha eyes of
iha elder man glistened rapturous

“Ah, he would be [nvaluable, abso-
futely priceleds. Belence coufd afford
to pay millons for him. Threugh him
& veritable Gordlan knot of mystery

‘stralght as o shaft from & bow, his
grotesque face turned over his shoul
der, hin huge eyes glowing with malav-
-olent hate, hls ape mouth working hid-

might ba X might
lenp forward a bundred years in a day
and the othar sclences advance tn pro-
portlon. And {f we could only learn
to communicate with him by word of

‘eously. They heard hls cry sweep

‘past them fn the hise and whisile of

the wind.

He rubbed his ayes and awoke ns
~dream. The le3t of the

mouth"—the apesker slghed and

tlesaly about, yet so realis-
m the fight of his imagina.
the last few minutes he

vindictive and grestly to
be feared.”

“Therefore, 1f Ciay had oot at.
tacked him it Is quite probable that he
would not have attxcked us.”

“I na Jodge trom what | saw of him
that evening and from my later specu.
lations, However, we must not be too
severe on Clay, for his intentions wera
of the best” ‘The Professor talsed
his glasses. “la this not Miss Fulton
snd Mr. Tolllver approaching ™"

Aln glanced in the direction Indi
cated und saw the palr hurrying
towards them. Afmost uwpon a run
the girl eame, and taking the satroto-
wers hand clasped 1t warmly. Her
cheeks ware aglow, her oyes alight,
her whole belng radiating sxellement
and enthusiasm. She gave them no
time to speak.

“Wasn't 1t glorious—the way
arose and swepl sfier him? Oh,
1 amired them! And most of oll Mr.
North—his dash and skitl completely
won me. | hope he wins the prize,
for | know he 18 generous enough to
divide a part of it with the others, If
I were & man [ should certainly be an
avistor—although of course 1 wounld
Dol permlit any man whom I was fnter-
ested in to be one for A moment 1
prefer my friends should Hive In peace
rather than die in pleces. And while
you folks were simply staring stupldly
after them 1 seemed to float and soar
by thelr slde with the wind In my ears
and my whole body thrilling. 1 wish
I could maka you understand how ex-
citlng it was as we leaped and bound:
ed through the air. But of course
men cannol undersiand such sensa.
tions, they are too animalistle And,
bow s your forehead. Professor? 8he
Elopped for luck of breath,

Desmond smiled down intoe  her
glowing face. "It 1s painless. You
remember you helped cléanse it that
might!  Well, all tha pain and sore-
ness wers banished by the magic of
your tonch and it was practieally
healed befors It was bandaged.” She
sgnk low with skirt spread, curtseyisg
quaintly, old [ashionedly.

“If the younger men wers only half
8a. gallant ax the gentlemen of the
generation that preceded tham how
happy we girls would be. You shall
dins with us for (hat” She rurned
upon March.  “And now your sccount
of yoursall, sir=-your explanation for
B0t pearshing me out”

March looked, quickly from nme to
the other of the returned pair,  As
Doris appeared to be in the highest of
spirits, £0 alsa did Toillver, and jeal-
ousy stung bim to the quick. Wh:
this exubarance?

they
e

losly they x|

#hot upward with index flngers point-
ing high scross the pinin. Far away,
faintly visible, miles from the. direc-
tion In which thoy hmd disappeared,
wara - the returning specks elrcling
back like & fock of wildfowl, multl
piping In mumbers; growing large
more distinet with each momen
. Three miantes nad they wern
dlstinguishable aa to form, the Flying
Man still swoeping along & good half
mile In advance, the planes which had
fallen behind their tellows now in the
lead by reason of the advantage gained
In cutting ehort the brond turn of the
pursued as he circled back. Half way
back Ip the column they could distin-
gulsh the Hlue Dragon glintisg in the
sunlight and steadlly forging its way
onee more 1o the front.  In the next
minute the frenzied clamor of the
erowd bad lalled to an occasional ex-
clted yelp as breathlessly the maoh
straingd its eyes upward. In her ex-
citement Dorls clutched s hand of
each of her companions and clung to
1t convulsively,

The Flylng Man was leadibg the
#ky graybounds directly over them as
though ke wished all to wen and mar-
vel at his powers. Speeding true as
an arrow, his great wings moving with
the swiftncks of & racing locomotive's
plstons, be was heading almost di-
rectly for the place from which he

ad arisen before this wild follow.
yourleader chase through the reglons
of the alr began. That he was giving
them & test one and all in both speed
and endurance thal he might here
after know thelr powers and limits
tioms and be governad thereby, none
whu watched the mad rece questioned,
And & grueiling chase he was leading
them, a chase whers none except the

highest wkilled, the most Iron nerved. [ volce was paralyzed and no sound

the most enduring and the beat
equtpped could have kept even In
slght. He was nearly overbead now,
perbinps a thousand feet abore them,
Iying flat in the alr with hands clasped
upon -his breast and fegy stretched
stralght behind that his body might
affer the least reststance 1o the g
mosphers. To their ears the whistle
of his wings sounded iike the whistle
of & Sock of wild geese.

Then from close at hand the bel:
low of a mortar arose, jarring the
enrth, deafening thelr ears and rend-
g the alr with hurtling grape. Like
o flash the flylng one dodged na the
misgiles sang about him, and aliering
his course sharply seemed bat a long
#treak an Be cleaved the sky, A Bec
ond mortar thundered, and at its belch-
Ing the Flylng Man. WrBieg & com-
plete summrersault o the air, fell a
hundred feet Hke a bird stricken in

mid fight. A mighty wsound arose;of the missing ane he was still in pur-

from the crowd, a roar, a shriek, a
wild scream of “They've got him.

they'va got him,” but as & grmnoast of | light and appareatly still holding his

the flying rings makes a complete rev-
olytion in his teap, so did “the fying
one recover himself and with 8 scresm
as sbrili as thelr own go speeding
once more mountalnward. The next
instant the air above was filled with
the soundpf the parsulmg machines
and the other mortars dared mot fire
for fear of mowing down their ewn.
The Blué Dragon, now in the- very
foremost rank, wes overhauling ila
tew remaining competitors hand over
hand.
Low over the top . of the nearest
ridge they flew siraight 1nto the fece
of the setting sun. One by one the
pursuing-craft hovered for an Instant
above the crest and then ssttled out of
ht behind it, leaving those upen the |
plaln gazing into the empty alr whers
they had vanished. Then from the un-
seen region beyond the tops came the
rattls of revolver shots fired irregu-
larly, and for & minute more the cro-
aited breathl

. |slone with her, but Tolllver showed

enat this- with
hor was rightfully his, had found o
ilttle consolation in the thought that
his rival would . aventunlly excuse
himaslf and depurt, and that e would
thereby have the last hoor of the day

no lotention of departing, keeplog bls
pinca close by her aide ind chatting
easlly and confidentially - as  they
lked and ignoring March as much
88 he dared In his cooversation
Angry and ressutful, March spoke but
Hitle, and Doris, now that the excite
ment was over, bad grown quiet &
well, '

At the gate she torned and gave
them each & small. soft hand - “Fa-
ther has returned, w6 I do not nead
to keep vou longer this evenlng” ah
told thein with an fmpartially disrip-
uted smile. “It was considerate of
¥ou to give me 80 much of your tme,
And 1 mpprociate It You must eall
agatn, both of you—soon. Goed night.”
Bhe released her handa mnd ran wp
the & , turning at the door to wave
them a last farewell. They touched
thelr hats and twrned mway, March
lghting & ¢lgar and Telliver & cign.
relte, and ‘this tima neither eonde-
scendod to proffer a woed to the other.
At the firat corner they separated by
mutusl consent, and with a fdrmal
“good bight" returned to their respec-
tive apartments.

That nlght was another miserable
one for Doris, In er sleep she seemed
0 be suddenly lifted and borne bod-
ily mloft by & powerful arm. Althiough
the darkness was so Intensa that she
could ses nothing, she instinetively
know what it wan that held her. About
her the cold air was rashing, above
her greal pinlons were beating. around
her a vold of uputterable biscknese,
Deathly horror and Dausea overcame
her and she tried 10 scream, but” her

o

lssued from her lips. It wad too hor-
rible to be andured and she awoke
trembling and  perspiring from the
nightmare. Bha could aleep no more
that night. She turned on the lght,
tered up by the pillows
wide awaks the long hours through

CHAPTER 1X.
The Story of North.

Some three hours later and by the
early moonlight the planes began to
straggle back. One by one, in twos
and small companies, they arose aver
the crest again and seftied sortly
upen the ground st the place from
whence they had started, untl sl
wers acroutted for with the excep
tiom of North and bis big blue Fiyer.
Those of the returned avistors who
had stuck the longest In the chase
reported that the last they had sedn

sult of the fughtive, fAiying swiftly and
stendily beneath the first pals moon.

own. As for themselves, they had st
inst realized the lmpossibility of aver-

t | kbow.

manbird, yet'ihe latter hzd st all
timea b bim at bis mercy. For
North, fore, 1o follow him alote
through the uncertaln shimmer of the
moonlight with a machine that must
be suffering for rest, ofl and adjust
ment, and especially when it was
known thal his enemy had owl eyes
by dark. was oo every hand coneeded
io be foolhardinéss oven by these
men whose daily busioess was  the
Tisking of their livea; & foalbardiness
mot conslstent with the missing one's
every-day lovelbeaded judgment, It
wis gonerally conceded that In the
wxeftement of the chase and dazsled
by the slte af the reward he had for
gotten his ordinary good Judgment
und had been Jured on by the fiying
devil to unequal combat, and it whs
promptly declded that 1f he had not
returned by morning = scout sbould
ude for Bim far nud wide,

t return in the morming he did,
jaged and wearr ered, nnd merely
shaking his head In a negative reply
%5 o whether ha had had sy luck
he left his machine tn the care of &
meelianieian and wont stralght to his
hotel for breakfast and a nap At
elgven o'clock, howevar, ho aross ms
freah s ever and started back for the
field. March's offiee happRaing to be
ypag hla reule, ho stepped inslde for
A moment's chat with his eld chum.
Alan wap dellghted at hin safe return.

“Tell me ubout B,° he Lrged,

The avlator laughed carnlessly, “Ob,
1 was eompelled 10 gve It up at last
mnd come down on those mountaln
tops by meonlight Say, they ware
sot  exnetly destgned  for  alighting
upon by an aeroplane. wern they? Bad
landing place, bad—shook things up
quitn & bit but escaped serious dame
age. Yes, | had quite & night of L™
He suddenly seemed to think of some-
thing elge, changed the subject and
became enthuslastic. “Iy George, old
follow, that was » smashing pretty
glirl you had with you yesterday, that
Miss Fulton. Tours!” March sighed
and abook his head dolefully.

“No. Tho fleld 1s open so far as T
Want to enter your name?
Morth threw back s hesd and
aughed, showing his perfect testh:

“Fraid they'd ecrateh me an- %
ringer. Fact fs, [ am engaged to ao-
other one just sbout as pretty us she
18 and fully o sweet  That's the rem-
won b ars In this high fying business—
Bot for love of it, 1 assure you, but
for the cola of the realm that is'to be
mads out of i You sen | would et
be contented untess | could have Clare
~~that’s ber name, by the war—step-
ping along as high as the rest of
them and wearing just as good things,
and the oply way [ could think up
whereby I eduld get the price In &

short time was by skyscraplog.
#el up an awful hollar whes I told

her what 1 was golng to do, but 1

went mt it just the same, becaunse

there was no way oul of it And it

I land that milllon do you know ihe

first thing I am going to do? o
“fGet married, of coarse”

“Nope, that would be the second.

First thing would be to buy an ax

and chop that Blus Dragon of mine
into allvers and then burn the slivers.
I lovas the old givl al] right, but she's
& wanton and a devil when she gols
to going and she’ll lead me to destrue-
tien yet If T don't quit her cold first’
Bo 1'd take the ax and pot temptation
behind me with one tell swipe. Then:

happlly ever sflerwards, and i ] sver
wanted any, more excltement I'd ‘learn
submarine Mlul've bad enough

not trads for all the rest of them put
together, that don't prevent me from
some other b

| high stepper when 1 see her. It I8
my ionate love of the beautlful erop-
plng out, ¥ou know, and basides that
1 am: a pormal, humss male animal.

befors

I'd marry Olape in peses and lve




