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WANTED: A NEW COMMERCE CLAUSE

The time has come for the American le to write into
the constitution of the United States a new definition of
“commerce among the states.”

*Nearly all of the issues which are debated in present-day |
affairs, or both, seem to have arisen through a blurred con-|
ception of dual sovereignty. i

in a civilized community, indeed in any organ-
f2ed society, depends upon definition of law. Living as we do l

under a written constitution, it becomes more than ever
important that the inadequacies of definition shall not go:
uncorrected.

The responsibility for initial steps falls directly upon
“those of us who are opposed to Mr. Roosevelt's plan to compel
the courts to add by interpretation to the powers of the fed-
eral government. ivism insists that changes
shall be made only through the process of amendment pre-
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Relations between citizens who occupy the status of | g m.
‘employer and employe have long been regarded as primat Contessions. Saturday, 4 to &

a local matter. So have production and manufacture as
contrasted with transportation or distribution.

What has_become increasingly apparent, however, in
recent years is that with the enormous growth in population,
the whole economic mechanism has been complicated by an
array of factors and ingredients which are so closely related
to one another as to appear at times inseparable only as a
matter of geography. *

From the standpoint of federal and state sovereignty,
these ingredients have scemed to blend into a simultaneous
operation moving with irresistible momentum in obedience

only to the demands of markets not merely across state lines |1
daries,

but across international boune

At times, by analogy to the flow of rivers, our jurispru-
dence has sought to establish what has become kmown as a
“stream of commerce.” This has been predicated on the legal
fiction that mere motion established a differentiation or that
‘when the stream came to rest, an intrastate power is invoked.
whereas during the the actual movement of the stream the
federal power is operative.

Such a definition can no longer serve the interrelated
needs of a growing economic structure. The human body is
not a series of anatomical jurisdictions but an organic whole

unctioning not simply through the flow of blood in veins
or arteries, but through the conscious impulses of a coordin-
ating brain.

We are confronted nowadays hardly as much by a con-
flict of federal and state power as by a lack of coordinated
operation between states and also between the states and the
federal authority.—The United States News.

LET'S TAX GREEN NECKTIES

There is a moral aspect to diversion of taxes collected |

from motorists that should not be overlooked in any discus-
sion of the problem.

Let’s take it for granted that some of the projects for
which the state has “borrowed” money from gas tax funds
and registration fees are perfectly useful and valid, as many
of them are.

For instance everyone agrees that unemployment re-
lief and payment of school costs are perfectly legitimate items
in the state’s budget and it was to these two items that a large
part of the revenue from motor taxes was diverted.

these receive funds from the general taxes we all
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are constitutional is because they were nominally pledged for
iway purposes. To use them for anything else is mani-
h‘fml.v :nnmr and is an unwarranted imposition on the motor-
public.
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