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BUDDING PRESIDENTIAL TIMBER
'n.- appointment of Felix Frankfurter to the supreme
court. was received with moderate approval. In conservative
u. jthe feeling seems to be that you can thoroughly disa-
Lh many or all of Dr. Frankfurter's social and economic
mm there can be no question of his ability and
experithge and with Black on the bench, a new man with ex-

; ~eeyuonﬂ ability and capability is needed.

ppointment of Harry Hopkins to the commerce
ship and of Frank Murphy to the attorney general-

have been the centers of violent political typhoons. Both have
thelr legions of embattled supporters and opponents. Both

~ have been long identified with partisan politics. It was thus
to be expected that there would be strong opposition to their
being seated in the cabinet. And it was also to be expected
that seasoned political observers saw in these appointments,
2 political move of potentlally great importance.

These ol have come to the view that the ymldent
is tending to believe that if he sought a third-term nomina-
ton it would disrupt the party, and make a republican wcmry
in 1940 inevitable. Therefore, it is reasoned, he is prepari
10 force upon the next democratic convention & candidate of
his own choice. And Hopkins and Murphy, so the story goes,
are the men he has his eyes upon. From the new deal point
of view their records are 100 per cent perfect. They thorough-
1y share the president’s philosophy of government. And they
are energetic and ambitious.

80 far 80 good. But there is 8 strong wing of the demo-
cratic party, led by the Southerners, who are openly working
to prevent new deal domination of the next convention. They |
want the party to take a strong swing to the right. And to
them, Hopkins and Murphy are anathema. They would like
some man such aa Secretary Hull to lead them in 1940—but
his advancing age is a bad factor. They admire Governor
Lehman of New York, whom even the republicans concede to
be n first-rate statesman—but the fact that he is Jewish, in
the view of some, would make his selection inadvisable. Fur-
thermore, they feel that the candidate should come from the

great farm belt, which holds the balance of power in any [*

election.
As a result, seasoned political experts are saying that

when the time comes, the candidate who will go to the con- | {°"

vention with the strongest backing is likely to be Bennett
Clark of Missouri, son of the late Champ Clark, the famous
apeaker of the house. He is young, and an excellent orator.
His views appeal to such demoeratic conservatives as Mr.
Garner, and his senate record is one of independence. At the
same time, he has not actively fought the new deal in most
matters, so his choice would not be & slap at Mr. Roosevelt.

The republicans are also casting around for & candidate.
And here again, many think, the man is likely to come from
the senate, in the form of Rabert Taft of Ohio, son of the late
‘president and chief justice. Last election Mr, Taft decisively
defeated the strong, new dea) backed Senator Bulkley. His
brief political record has been distinguished. He has no un-
fortunate past connections. And he comes from a key state.

So keep your eyes on these men. The build-up has been
started. And there's a good chance you will be voting for one
of them for president at the end of next year.

COMMITTEE OF SIX REPORTS
‘The most important third-party contribution yet made
toward solving the railroad problem is found in the exhaus-
tive, thoroughly-documented report of the committee of aix
which the president of the United States appointed to study
the general transportation situation. It deserves the widest
possible publicity.

It recommends that the government adopt a definite na-| ¢:30

‘tional transportation policy providing for the fair, impartial
iregulation of each and every mode of transportation.

. It recommends revision of the present rate-making rule,
‘and the substitution of a new, flexible rule adequate to meet
current conditions.

ship fall into a very different category. Both of these men |}
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